
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2021 Newsletter 

 
1741 S. State Street Greenfield, IN 46140 

317-462-7340 
officestjamesnalc@gmail.com 

Website: www.stjamesnalc.org  

 

 

Special dates 

• Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2021 

• Good Friday, April 2, 2021 

• Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021 

 

LILY—The lily that blooms 

around Easter is a symbol of 

Christ’s resurrection because it 

rises from a seemingly lifeless 

bulb decaying in the ground. It is 

also used as a symbol of Christ 

himself. The lily, a symbol of 

purity, is often used to represent 

the Virgin Mary. 

 

Good Friday- Mary Jo Mikulski 
April 2nd 7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday- Pastor Doug 
April 4th 9:30 a.m. 

 

"Return to the Lord your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love; and He relents 
over disaster" (Joel 2:13) 

 

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.stjamesnalc.org/


  

Pastor Doug’s Musings 

April 2012 
 

What began on Ash Wednesday carries through until we celebrate our 

Lord’s resurrection on Easter.  At this time of year, we think that much 

more about how Jesus lived his life for us and how we are living our 

life for Him.  When we had ashes placed on our foreheads we were 

reminded that our sinning leads to death, but the ashes were in the 

shape of the cross reminding us that through Jesus we have new life. 

 

It is especially important that we remember the new life Jesus brings in 

the midst of bad things that happen, in the midst of the stresses and 

presses of life and in the midst of this ongoing relentless pandemic that 

we face on a regular basis.  We know the sadness’s, the pressures that 

burden us, and the daily pressures that can be all consuming.  Even in 

the midst of all these things, we hold on tight to the message of Jesus in 

our hearts.  He brings life out of death.  He brings light out of darkness.  He brings hope out of 

hopelessness.  That is the message of Easter.   

 

This is significant in the life of every Christian, whether carrying incredible stress or not.  Our sins are 

forgiven.  We have been redeemed.  We have been transformed.  The old has gone and the new has come.   

• We worship, giving thanks and praise for all that God has done and for the promises He gives.  

We can watch a NCAA tournament game on TV and that is good.  But when you are there in the 

midst of the action, when you can take in all the things that are going on, when you are a part of 

game, it is even better.  There is nothing like being here at worship to feel the presence of the One 

who is the Giver of life and love. 

• We pray, trusting that our prayers are heard, and God responds to our prayers.  St James is a 

praying community.  The things we pray for and those we pray for are many.  We know God 

listens, God cares, and God moves us through prayer. 

• We gather, understanding that we give strength and support to each other.  The Bible says: to 

rejoice with those who rejoice and cry with those who are sad.  Christ has called us together in 

community because we need one another to do life well. 

• We serve, not just to be busy in the world or to occupy our time with activity, but because Jesus 

demonstrated that a meaningful and purpose filled life comes through serving.   The message that 

Jesus consistently and persistently shared with his disciples was the fact that He came to serve and 

not be served, and they were to do the same.  All of our serving is done in the response to the love 

that we have received and experienced through Jesus.  It is through serving that others experience 

the love and presence of Christ through us.   

• As we walk with the Lord we trust His presence and know that with Him, the best is yet to come.  

The real test of any church is how they answer the question, is the best behind us or is the best is 

yet to come?  The alive churches, the churches that are growing, the churches that are Spirit filled 

will always point to the future with excitement, anticipation and openness to the Spirit’s prompting.  

May St James always be that kind of community of faith and grace. 

 

Remember the cross of Jesus is on our foreheads, and with Him we can face all things.  “I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13 

 

With Resurrection Joy, 

 

Pastor Doug 



  

 
Church Council Update 

 
The Council met face to face with all members including the new Council Members for 
the first time.     
 
New Officers were elected as follows:  President – Dawn Hahm, Vice President – 
Alison LaFlower, Secretary – Linda Hess. 

 
It was announced that Matt Ottinger had resigned from his term on Council.  Since two 
years remain in Matt’s term the Council agreed that they will need to find a 
replacement.  Anyone interested in filling this vacancy should contact Pastor Doug or 
Dawn. 
 
Linda Hess reported that the Care and Prayer Committee and Volunteers are 
starting to arrange for visits and taking communion to anyone who wishes to have 
a visit and or communion. 
 
Alison LaFlower stated that Children’s Sunday School is now being well attended 
and an effort to have the children take part in worship services periodically is being 
planned.  She also said confirmation is scheduled for Pentecost, May 23rd and the 
Adult Sunday School as well as the Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies were 
starting again.   
 
Terry Clark updated the Council on several things that the Mission Benevolence and 
Outreach Committee (MBO) has underway.  They are working on a brochure and 
Cindy Gregory and Team (Alison and Diana Clements-Scott) will begin holding the 
GriefShare Support Group April 7th.  The GriefShare group is an outreach ministry for 
members of St. James as well as anyone from the community. 
 
Dawn Hahm announced that the new St. James website is being built and should be 
available in the near future.  The new site will have a new look and feel and will be easy 
to update and change in a timely manner.   
 

(continued) 



  

Marietta Fargo- Boone reviewed plans the Worship and Music Committee have for 
Lent and Holy Week as well as the new format for worship where “Announcements” 
are made at the beginning of the service. 
 
Dawn Hahm informed the Council that a team with members from the Finance and 
Worship Committees along with Wendy will work together to decide what to do for 
the copier/printer possible replacement since the lease on it expires in a few months.   
 
Council scheduled Coffee with Council dates for 2021.  See the Coffee with Council 
article elsewhere in this newsletter for specifics.   
 
Council agreed to plan for and take part in a Council Retreat mid to late April with the 
goals of getting better acquainted with one another in order to work together well and 
create a plan (short and long term) for St. James 2021 and Beyond. 

 

- Dawn J. Hahm, St. James Church Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GriefShare groups meet weekly at St James to help you face these challenges and 
move toward rebuilding your life.  

Who should come … who should not 
GriefShare is for people grieving the death of a family member or friend. We 
understand that there are other losses in life that create feelings of grief. You might be 
experiencing a job loss, a divorce, estrangement from a child, or the loss of friends 
because of a move. This grief is real, but it is not the kind of grief discussed in 
GriefShare sessions. We encourage you to ask a pastor, counselor, or church leader for 
help in finding resources that will be of specific help in your situation. If you are going 
through separation or divorce, please consider participating in a DivorceCare program. 

When to join a GriefShare group 
You are welcome to begin attending the GriefShare group at any session. Each is 
“self-contained,” so you do not have to attend in sequence. You will find encouragement 
and help whenever you begin. You will be able to continue with GriefShare through the 
next 13-week cycle and view any of the videos you have not seen. 

 

 

 
 

See Cindy Gregory for more 
information. 

  

 

 
 

St James is offering a 13-week GriefShare program 
beginning on Wednesday, April 7th at 6:30 pm.  

 
We will meet every Wednesday evening until June 30. 

http://www.divorcecare.org/


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Men’s Bible Study is now meeting 
Tuesday’s at 9 a.m. 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Women’s Bible Study is starting back up the 
week after Easter.  Monday, April 12th at 

11:00 a.m.   
 

Blood Drive 
St. James Lutheran Church 

 
Gathering Area 

1741 S. State St. 
 

Sunday, May 2nd   
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
For an appointment, please visit 

redcrossblood.org,  
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 
sign up on the sheet provided in the Narthex. 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

We will be meeting the Sunday after 
Easter, April 11th. 

Questions, please contact Joyce Kissell. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Children’s Sunday School is now meeting 
after the Worship Service. 

No Children’s Sunday School on Easter 
Sunday. 

 

redcrossblood.org


  

Coffee with Council - Sunday, May 16th 

 

Please join the St. James Church Council after the service for an opportunity to ask 

about what goals the leaders are working on and progress made toward those goals or 

to share an idea for a new ministry that you are willing to help lead.  (You may also 

present such an idea at a Council meeting if you speak with the President beforehand.) 

Your leaders are eager to be transparent and to work together with you in a positive and 

encouraging manner to fulfill the mission given to us by our Lord Jesus! 

Also – be reminded - this is not an appropriate time to voice complaints about individual 

members or staff.  Nor is it a place to be critical of the ministry in general.  When 

disputes arise, our policy is to follow the steps Jesus prescribes in Matthew 18: 

15-17 If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of 

you. If he listens, you’ve made a friend. If he won’t listen, take one or two others* 

along so that the presence of witnesses will keep things honest, and try again. If 

he still won’t listen, tell the church*. If he won’t listen to the church, you’ll have to 

start over from scratch, confront him with the need for repentance, and offer 

again God’s forgiving love. (The Message) 

*Note:  Step two could be someone from our Mutual Ministry Committee; in step 

three the “church” would be the Church Council. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Many Thanks… 
 

… to Pastor Doug for providing the Lenten 
Crosses for us to take home and use as a 
reminder each Lenten season into the future! 
 
… to Maggie Bode for picking up the palms 
for us to use and enjoy on Palm Sunday! 
 
… to the entire Worship and Music Committee (Maggie Bode, Marieta Fargo-
Boone, Joe Faith, Diana Clements-Scott and Karen Bell), slide builder Phil Miller 
and Wendy England for all their hard work to prepare St. James for the meaningful 
services during Holy Week! 

 

 



  

Meet Your St. James Council Member 
 

 
John Browder is a new member of the Council – his 
term will run from February 2021 through January 
2024.  John has been attending worship at St. James 
since 1998 and became a member in 2009.  He has 
been a member of the Audit and Stewardship 
Committees, is an usher and recently became the 
“Welcome and Announcement “spokesman at worship 
services.   
 
John is employed by Biomerics CRI and has one 
daughter Casey.  He was born in Newark, Ohio and 
was raised in Strongsville, Ohio.  He enjoys playing 
golf. 
 

He chose St. James because it was an ELCA Congregation that was close to 
Shelbyville and had the best combination of Pastor, building and people.  He stayed 
with St. James when it changed to the NALC because he was opposed to how the 
ELCA was strong-arming all its congregations to go along with its controversial 
changes. 
 
John is absolutely determined to do help marshal a congregation to make Christ known 
as its top priority. 
 
The website he visits most often is cleveland.com for all his sports teams (Browns, 
Indiana, Cavs and Buckeyes).  He wishes he knew more about understanding spoken 
Spanish.  Glacier Point in Yosemite is the most interesting place he has been because 
you look almost straight down to the river 3000’ below. 
 
The three most interesting facts about John are:  he has sung over 625 karaoke songs 
in public; he was the Indiana State Senior Amateur golf champion in 2019 and he plays 
trombone in the Shelby Community Band. 
 
John’s best single day on the calendar is Easter with the culmination of Passion Sunday 
and Holy Week and the Resurrection. 
 

 

cleveland.com


  

MBO Committee Update 
 

The MBO committee met on Tuesday March 23rd.  On the Mission side we are going 
strong and will be distributing our first round of payments to many of our Missions this 
Month.  Thanks to exceptional giving of St James we are exceeding expectations.  I will 
be able to give you the amount of our quarterly distribution next month.  We are 
comfortable with the state of our four core local Missions.  Our Domestic Mission of Cru 
sponsoring Mathilda Bell will end this Summer.  Mathilda has decided that she will be 
pursuing a new path this next year.  We applaud her effort in very tough Covid 
conditions.  This will open the domestic mission branch to new candidates.  A domestic 
Mission is a Mission inside the united states but outside of Greenfield and surrounding 
counties.  Pastor Doug has mentioned that there is a list of many pre-vetted candidates 
from the NALC.  If any of you have an idea of a Domestic mission, please let the 
committee know.  On the International Mission branch side, we are still vetting 
candidates.  We want to make sure we get the vetting process correct because it will be 
guide for future missions.  Some of the criteria we are considering for vetting: 
 
1) Passion for the mission 
2) Who or what is overseeing the mission 
3) Does it have a relation to the Lutheran Church 
4) Financial stability 
5) Evangelical in nature (are the spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ) 
 
Benevolence 
We will also be distributing a quarterly amount this Month with $1350 going to the 
NALC, $450 going to HMD, and $75 going to the LCMC. Again, thank you for your 
support. 
 
Outreach 
We regret to inform you that the timing wasn't right for the return of the Kings Brass.  
We hope that we can catch up with them in the future.  We have bought a new sign for 
GriefShare and placed ads for Holy week in both the Greenfield Reporter and 
Shelbyville News.  Our Blood drive will continue May 2nd and we still have volunteers 
distributing meals on wheels every Tuesday.  The committee is pursuing other ideas 
that will make it easier to remember to supply H2O as well as welcome gifts for visitors.  
 
Mission of the Month is H2O with a mission moment on April 18th by Tracy Guffey. 
 

 



  

Call Committee 

Update from Call Committee  
 
Still quiet on the home front.  We have still not seen any activity but are hopeful as we 
get back to some more sense of normalcy that we will begin seeing some candidates. 
Continued prayers and confidence in God’s faithfulness that he will send the right 
shepherd at the right time!  In the meantime, let us continue to pray and grow 
together.  There is always something we gain in the waiting.  Let’s make sure we are 
making the most of it! 
 
God’s Peace and Blessings to all. 
 
Tracy

 
Heartland Mission District Prayer Request for April 2021 

 
Please include the following this month in your prayers:  

  
• Pray for blessings for the Heartland Mission District (HMD) congregation of 

Reformation Lutheran Church in Middlebury Indiana and Pastor Daniel Repp. 
  

• Pray for a joyful Easter season celebrating the Resurrection, Ascension and 
Pentecost.  

  
• Pray that the pandemic continues to subside and offer thanks for the vaccines.   

  
• Continue to pray for guidance, support and strength from the Holy Spirit for HMD 

seminarian Ben Black. 
  

Thank you all for your prayers. 

 
Pastor Doug Healing Service 

 
Pastor Doug will be leading the first in person Healing Service since the pandemic 

began a year ago.  It will be streamed on Wednesday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m. or you can 
view it later on the Bethel website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bethellutheranchurch.com/


  

Baptism, First Communion and New Member Classes 
 
The Baptism class will prepare parents or individuals for the Holy Sacrament of 
Baptism.   
 
The First Communion class is for any 4th or 5th grade students or adults who have been 
baptized and wish to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 
The New Member Class is for anyone wanting to learn know about St. James and the 
Lutheran and Christian faith.  Joining St. James is not a requirement (but we’d love to 
have you!). 
 

Pastor Doug will conduct all classes – for questions or to register contact the church 
office at: offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317-462-7340 or Pastor Doug at 

pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317- 317-727-0612 

 
Worship Leaders & Congregational Care Schedule  

April 2nd (Good Friday)- Mary Jo Mikulski 

April 4th (Easter Sunday)- Pastor Doug Gast 

April 11th - Seminarian Ben Black 

April 18th - Pastor Martins Irbe 

April 25th - Joe Rudy 
 

After April 11th, Pastor Doug will be in the office each Wednesday and Thursday and is 
available the rest of the week except for one week each month.   

 
Pastor Doug’s time off for April is TBD        

  
Pastor Doug can be reached at (317) 727-0612 (mobile), 

pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com  or by calling or emailing the church office. 
 

During the week he is off Pastor Martins Irbe and Joyce Kissell has agreed to be the 
point of contact for any Pastoral Care needs that are needed. 

  
Pastor Martins can be reached by calling or emailing the church office or by calling him 

at (317) 379-7526 and Joyce Kissell at (317) 512-9561. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com


  

COVID Precaution Changes at St. James 
 

As you may know – the State of Indiana is still under a “public health emergency” 
(currently through April 30, 2021) but certain COVID Restrictions previously issued at 
the state level are being relaxed as of April 6th due to the fact that large increases in the 
amount of vaccine are flowing to Indiana and more people in Indiana are getting 
vaccinated.   
 
Since local governments may impose more stringent guidelines we are currently waiting 
to hear if Hancock County or City of Greenfield officials will be issuing any.  In the 
meantime, The Church Council has been reviewing a proposal on the changes.  The 
Council realizes that decisions about these practices can be polarizing and prays that 
the decisions made will be satisfactory to all church members. 
 
Once finalized, changes to St. James approach will be communicated as soon as 
possible through the bulletin, Pastor Doug’s weekly blast and email.   

 
 
Reminder… 

 
During this difficult time St. James is continuing ministry – albeit in new 

ways!  Please continue your generous support for this ministry by 
clicking the “giving” tab on the St. James website at 

http://www.stjamesnalc.org/ or send your contribution to the church at 
1741 S. State Street, Greenfield, IN 46140. 

 
 
 

 
Covid Vaccine Info 

 
Those 16 and above can now register for immunizations using www.ourshot.in.gov.    

Type in the website, then at the top, click FIND A VACCINE SITE.   

You can also call the number 211 and be registered that way.  

 In addition, you may reach out to Hancock Health Covid hotline for questions and 

support.   

317-325-COVD or 317-325-2683. 

 
 

http://www.stjamesnalc.org/
http://www.ourshot.in.gov/


  

 



  

St. James Lutheran Church, NALC 

 

Greenfield, IN 

 

To All My Brothers & Sisters in Christ at St. James Church, 

 

It’s hard to believe that it has been almost five years since I received my Blessing from God of a 

transplanted heart and kidney. All of the prayers, visits, flowers and special efforts that you gave 

me, and my family helped my human side fight on along with the help of God and my Lord Jesus 

Christ. It was not a win lose situation but a win or win situation. Pastor Larry at the time was 

such a steady presence for me. The talks we had, the receiving of the Sacrament, the prayers as 

well as all of your talks and prayers gave me strength to get me through the whole process and 

time. God’s time and will are sometimes so hard to endure, but he never does give someone more 

than they can handle. 

 

I was so low on my spiritual and faith when God guided me to St. James. Over the short 

affiliation with you, I found God, his son our Savior Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. I thank the 

church and my sponsors for giving me the opportunity to go through Via de Cristo. That was an 

awesome experience that changed me forever. It was exhausting at that time but made a huge 

change in my soul that I’m still experiencing. I still enjoy receiving the bulletins and newsletters 

every week. 

 

Due to circumstances beyond my control, I never had the chance to personally thank all of you 

when I finally came back to church for the first and sadly last time. 

 

I never actually completely got rid of my total brain fog until 2019. There were so many months 

and things said that we buried and lost in my mind. Over those future years, I had nightly dreams 

filling in parts of what we’re missing, and I couldn’t remember. Those dreams still keep coming 

in my mind filling in bits and pieces of lost memories. I actually can say it wasn’t until the end of 

2019 that I felt that I understood all that happened and why. 

 

An update and part of the problem was a rare medical illness that hits about 2% of transplant 

patients from what I’ve been told. The anti-rejection drug that was given to me for my heart, 

actually became toxic to the new kidney. In 2020 it was finally diagnosed when my kidney went 

into End Stage Renal Failure. Therefore, I’m back on dialysis and getting ready to have surgery 

to put in a peritoneal dialysis line. I’m living in my hometown of Elwood now and am Blessed 

with a Loving group of siblings along with my daughter Erin and Granddaughter Chloe. Never 

have been able to drive and never had the matching time with someone in Elwood to get back 

down to St. James and visit. The church and all members are constantly in my prayers every 

week as well as those people that put their names on donor lists. You all are in my heart and soul. 

May God Bless 

 

Tim Leeson 

 
 



  

 
 
 
 

 
April 3 – Andrew Turner 
April 5 – Christian Bell 
April 10- Luke Stearns 
April 11 – John Turner 

April 12 – Joe Soberalski 
April 23- Eli Stearns 

 

 

 
April 1 – Phil and Terry Miller 

April 7- Jim and Carolyn Helgason 
April 7- Kelly and Kristin Mason 
April 23- Dale and Julia Morton 
April 24- David and Katie Smith 
April 30- Jim and Janet Farrow 

 



  

 
Did you know that you could access this from your home computer?    

Go to http://stjamesnalc.org/ and look for “CALENDAR” in the dark blue bar. 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
7:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday 

Service  

2 
7:00 PM Good 

Friday Service  

3 

4 
9:30 AM In Person & Live 

Stream Easter Worship Service  

No Children’s Sunday School 

5 6 
9:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

10:00 AM 

Greenfield Women 

Connection Prayer 

and Planning Team  

7 
6:30 PM GriefShare  

8 9 10 

11 
9:30 AM In Person & Live 

Stream Worship Service  

10:30 AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30 AM Children's Sunday 

School  

12 
11:00 AM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

13 
9:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

14 
11:30 AM Worship 

Committee Meeting  

1:00 PM Care and 

Prayer Ministry 

Committee  

6:30 PM GriefShare  

15 
6:30 PM 

Christian 

Education 

Committee via 

Zoom  

16 17 

18 
Coffee with Council 
9:30 AM In Person & Live 

Stream Worship Service  

10:30 AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30 AM Children's Sunday 

School  

1:30 PM Linda Petty-4 H  

19 
11:00 AM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

20 
9:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

7:00 PM Church 

Council  

21 
1:00 PM Daylighters  

6:30 PM GriefShare  

22 23 24 

25 
9:30 AM In Person & Live 

Stream Worship Service  

10:30 AM Adult Sunday School  

10:30 AM Children's Sunday 

School  

26 
11:00 AM 

Women's Bible 

Study  

27 
9:00 AM Men's 

Bible Study  

4:30 PM Mission 

Benevolence 

Outreach 

Committee  

28 
6:30 PM GriefShare  

29 30 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://stjamesnalc.org/


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 
Dawn Hahm (President) 
317-861-4329 or djhahm@indy.net 
 
Alison LaFlower (Vice-President) 
317-414-4769 or alialley2000@yahoo.com 
 

Linda Hess (Recording Secretary) 
317-398-6190 or sunshine851@sbcglobal.net 
 

Marieta Boone  
(765) 521-4724 or mfargoboone@att.net 
 
John Browder 
317-364-3420 or jtbrowderjr@gmail.com 
 

Terry Clark  
317-446-6190 or clark.terry30@yahoo.com 
 

 

Joe Soberalski   
(810) 241-6243 or jsoberalski@hotmail.com 
 
Jeff Stearns 
317-410-7861 or jeff@jsconcrete.com 
 
 

Cindy Gregory (Treasurer) 
317-326-7534 or cindyjohngreg4@aol.com  
  

Ron Westerfeld (Financial Secretary) 
765-565-7286 or  rmwesterfeld61@gmail.com 
 
 

STAFF 
Pastor Doug Gast  
317-727-0612 or pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com  
 

Joe Faith (Music Director) 
916-671-4736 or joefaith55@gmail.com 
 
Wendy England (Administrative Assistant) 
317-371-8937 or officestjamesnalc@gmail.com 
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