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1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: officestjamesnalc@gmail.com  
                                    

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 

touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship.  

 

• PARTICIPATE – The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can be viewed on the video 

screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are also emailed to all members each week. Please 

turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the service.  

 

• COMMUNE – All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his body 

and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.  

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE? Hearing devices are available for who have trouble hearing through 

the speaker system.  

 

• ALL ARE WELCOME to attend the in-person service.  

• Everyone should assess their personal risk in attending. Please do not attend if you are not 

feeling well. The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube.  

Links can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page.  

• The right side of the sanctuary (as you face the altar) is for those that prefer to wear a face 

mask and socially distance and the left side (as you face the altar) for those that prefer to 

not socially distance with face masks optional.    

• Disposal and cloth face masks are available in the Gathering Area and we ask that if you 

borrow a cloth one you return it to the receptacle as marked in the Gathering Area upon 

leaving. The masks will be sanitized and reused.  

• Everyone should use hand sanitizer when they enter and the leave the building and before 

communion. Sanitizer is available on tables in the Gathering Area and in the pews.  

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc
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THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Traditional Worship  

April 18th, 2021 
PRELUDE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please Stand  
PROCESSIONAL HYMN – “Gather Us In”                                



4 

WELCOME AND INVOCATION 

 
P:   Welcome! We have much to celebrate! We are the people of God! We begin in  
  His name -  
C:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
P:   On this day, our celebration still focuses on the empty tomb, and the victory of   
  Christ.  
C:     He died for our sins, and rose again to give us life.  
P:   And there is even more to celebrate, as we think of the words of the risen Christ,  
  spoken to His first disciples and to us:  
C:  "Peace be with you."  
P:   He is risen!  
C:  He is risen indeed!  
P:   He is risen!  
C:  And in Him, we rise to walk in newness of life!  

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord + Jesus Christ, by whose Spirit we 
have been reborn to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. 

C:  Amen. 
P: Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us come before God who calls 

us to repentance. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P:   God of Life, 
C: by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new.  Newness scares 

us, and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.  We have not listened to 
voices that challenge us.  We have resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in 
new directions.  Our hearts are slow to believe your promises.   Forgive us, 
O God, and renew us to embrace without fear the new life you have given 
us in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

P:   People of God:  
 Christ is alive, and death has lost its power.  Through the waters of baptism you 

have been born anew by the living word of God.  Know that your sins are 
forgiven in + Jesus’ name and that the Spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you 
both now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
At this time please greet your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ while practicing social distancing. 
 
After sharing the peace, please remain standing. 

 
THE GREETING 
Biblical Reference:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.    
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on the Psalm of the day)  
 
A:  Answer me when I call to you, my righteous God.  Give me relief from my    
  distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
C:  How long will you people turn my glory into shame?  How long will you   
  love delusions and seek false gods?  
A:  Know that the LORD has set apart his faithful servant for himself; 
     the LORD hears when I call to him. 
C:  Tremble and do not sin; when you are on your beds, search your hearts   
  and be silent. 
A:  Offer the sacrifices of the righteous and trust in the LORD. 
C:  Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” Let the light of   
  your face shine on us. 
A:  Fill my heart with joy when their grain and new wine abound. 
C:  In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in   
  safety. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                 
Biblical Reference: Revelation 5:8-14 

 
Congregation sings portion marked  
 

 

 
 
 
 

C 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:    The Lord be with you. 
C:    And also with you. 
P:     Let us pray. 
 
After the prayer: 
C:  Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Please be seated. 
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THE FIRST LESSON – Acts 3:11-21                                                                           
New International Version 

11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came 
running to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he 
said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as 
if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed 
him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let 
him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be 
released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We 
are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and 
know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that 
has completely healed him, as you can all see. 

17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But 
this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that his 
Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 
out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the 
Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven must receive 
him until the time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago 
through his holy prophets. 

 

L:  The Word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 

THE SECOND LESSON – I John 3:1-7                                                                      
New International Version 

3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not 
yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for 
we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he 
is pure. 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 
appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives 
in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known 
him. 
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7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 

 
L:  The Word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
Please Stand. 
 

ALLELUIA 

Biblical Reference:  John 6:68 
Congregation sings:   
   

 
 
 
 
P:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
Congregation sings:                                                                                                                                      
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THE HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 24:36-49 
New International Version  

 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my 
hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 
bones, as you see I have.” 

40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything 
here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their 
presence. 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 
third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going 
to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” 

P:     The Gospel of our Lord.  
                                                                                                                        
Congregation sings:   

 
Please be seated.  
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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Please Remain Seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “Amazing Grace, My Chains Are Gone” 
                                             

Verse 1 
Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
Verse 2 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Chorus 1 
My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 
 
Verse 3 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
 
 

 

 

 

THE MESSAGE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chorus 1 
My chains are gone I've been set 
free 
My God my Savior has ransomed 
me 
And like a flood His mercy rains 
Unending love amazing grace 
 
Verse 4 
The earth shall soon dissolve like 
snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 
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Please Stand. 
 

THE APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                                              
Biblical Reference:  1 Corinthians 15:1ff; 1 Peter 3:18ff; 1 Timothy 3:16 

A:  Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostle’s Creed. 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried.                             
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
        Amen.               

 
THE PRAYERS  
Biblical Reference:  1 Timothy 2:1-2  
 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs. 

 
After each portion of the prayers: 
A:    Lord, in your mercy, 
C:    Hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
P: Into your hands, merciful Father, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy, through your risen Son, our triumphant Savior, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 
Please be seated.  
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OFFERING 
 
Offering plates will not be passed-please drop off your offering in the offering plate in 
the Narthex. 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC                                        
 
  Please Stand. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P:   Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God,   
C:    ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with  blessings.  As 
 you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us  glad and generous hearts, 
 ready to praise you and to respond to  those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Biblical Reference:  Psalm 100:4; Isaiah 6:1-3; Revelation 4:8 

 
A:   The Lord be with you 
C:   And also with you. 
A:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
A:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 
 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join 

   their unending hymn: 
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Congregation sings: 

 
                                                                        
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Biblical Reference:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . . Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Biblical Reference:  Matthew 6:9-13 

 
A: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Pastor Martins Irbe will give instructions as how we will receive Holy Communion today. 
 
Hand sanitizer is provided in the pews and should be used before coming forward.  
Ushers will escort individuals and family units from their seats.  Please observe social 
distancing when communing from the right side of the sanctuary. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
Biblical Reference:  John 1:29  

  
Congregation sings: 
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COMMUNION HYMN – “Here I Am To Worship” 

 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 

Verse 2 

King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
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Please Stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C:  Amen. 
P: Let us pray.  Mighty and compassionate God,  
 You have brought us over from death to life through your Son, our risen Savior, and 

you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his body and blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.   

 
BENEDICTION 
 

P: Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, rejoice 
in the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy. 

 Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – “God Is Here” 

 
 
      (Continued) 
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DISMISSAL  
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news.   
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
POSTLUDE 

 

 
We welcome everyone to this house of worship.  We are one family, united in our heavenly Father and 

our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
 

The chancel flowers for today are dedicated to the Glory of God. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Birthday to: 
 

April 23- Eli Stearns 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Adult Sunday School is now meeting after the 
service today.   

 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Women’s Bible Study is now meeting on 
Monday mornings at 11:00 a.m. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

Men’s Bible Study is now meeting on 
Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m. 

 

 
GriefShare is now meeting Wednesday’s, 6:30 pm.   

We will meet every Wednesday evening until June 30.  
Please contact Cindy Gregory for more information. 

Blood Drive 
St. James Lutheran Church 

 
Gathering Area 

1741 S. State St. 
 

Sunday, May 2nd   
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
For an appointment, please visit 

redcrossblood.org,  
call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or sign 

up on the sheet provided in the Narthex. 
 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 

April 23- Dale and Julia Morton 
April 24- David and Katie Smith 

 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Children’s Sunday School will be meeting 
after the service today. 

 

redcrossblood.org
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Thank you to Pastor Martins Irbe for preaching today!

Worship Leaders & Congregational Care Schedule                                                                                                                                               

April 18th - Pastor Martins Irbe 

April 25th - Joe Rudy 

May 2nd - Pastor Martins Irbe 

May 9th - Seminarian Ben Black 

May 16th - Pastor Doug Gast 

May 23rd - Joe Rudy 

May 30th - Mary Jo Mikulski 
 

Pastor Doug will be in the office each Wednesday and Thursday and is available the rest of the week 
except for one week each month.   

 
Pastor Doug’s time off for April is the week of April 18th-24th      

  
Pastor Doug can be reached at (317) 727-0612 (mobile), pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com  or by calling or 

emailing the church office. 
 

During the week he is off Pastor Martins Irbe and Joyce Kissell has agreed to be the point of contact for 
any Pastoral Care needs that are needed. 

  
Pastor Martins can be reached by calling or emailing the church office or by calling him at (317) 379-

7526 and Joyce Kissell at (317) 512-9561. 

 
Reminder…                                                                                                                                      

During this difficult time St. James is continuing ministry – albeit in new ways!   
Please continue your generous support for this ministry by clicking the “giving” tab on the St. James 

website at http://www.stjamesnalc.org/ or send your contribution to the church at 1741 S. State Street, 
Greenfield, IN 46140.

 
Reward Cards                                                                                                                              

They are still available for purchase from Cindy Gregory during this time.  Contact Cindy to purchase 
them via her email at cindyjohngreg4@aol.com  

 
Pastor Doug’s Healing Service 

Pastor Doug will be leading the first in person Healing Service since the pandemic began a year ago.  It 
was streamed on Wednesday, April 7th at 7:00 p.m. or you can view it the Bethel website. 

 
 

mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.stjamesnalc.org/
mailto:cindyjohngreg4@aol.com
https://www.bethellutheranchurch.com/
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Baptism, First Communion and New Member Classes 

The Baptism class will prepare parents or individuals for the Holy Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The First Communion class is for any 4th or 5th grade students or adults who have been baptized and 
wish to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

 
The New Member Class is for anyone wanting to learn know about St. James and the Lutheran and 
Christian faith.  Joining St. James is not a requirement (but we’d love to have you!). 

Pastor Doug will conduct all classes – for questions or to register contact the church office at:  
offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317/462-7340 or Pastor Doug at pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317/ 

317-727-0612. 

 
St. James - Back on Track Indiana 

 
• We are continuously making quality and consistency improvements to the in-person and on-line 

worship service experience – we appreciate your patience!  

• The common area surfaces of the church are sanitized after each service for the health and 

safety of all.  

• Other specific changes to our worship practices are detailed in the bulletin.

 

COVID VACCINE INFO 

Those 16 and above can register for immunizations using www.ourshot.in.gov.    

Type in the website, then at the top, click FIND A VACCINE SITE.   

You can also call the number 211 and be registered that way.  

 In addition, you may reach out to Hancock Health Covid hotline for questions and support.   

317-325-COVD or 317-325-2683. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.ourshot.in.gov/
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Calendar for this week:                            
             

Sunday, April 18th       
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Adult Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School 
Coffee with Council   
  1:30 p.m.  Linda Petty 4-H 
 
Monday, April 19th  
11:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 
11:00 a.m.  Website training via Google Meet 
 
Tuesday, April 20th        
  9:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study 
10:00 a.m.  Greenfield Women’s Connection Training 
  7:00 p.m.  Church Council 
 
Wednesday, April 21st        
  1:00 p.m.  Daylighters 
  6:30 p.m.  GriefShare 
 
Thursday, April 22nd  
10:00 a.m.  StoneCroft Bible Study 
 
Sunday, April 25th       
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Adult Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School 
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     WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week, April 18th     9:30 a.m.  Pastor Martins Irbe 

Assisting Minister Christian Gries 

Lector  Christian Gries 

Ushers  John Browder 

Sheila Bryan 

Greeters John Shaw 

Joan Shaw 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Sound Technician  Dan Ivers 

Video Technician  Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Karen Bell 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk3 

Christian Gries  

Phil Miller 

Next Week, April 25th     9:30 a.m.            Joe Rudy 

Lector  June Gries 

Ushers  Tats Matsuoka 

Donna Matsuoka 

Greeters Liz Clark 

Terry Clark 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Sound Technician  Dan Ivers 

Video Technician  Ronald Kissell 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk4 

Christian Gries  

Phil Miller 


