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1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: officestjamesnalc@gmail.com  
                                    

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 

touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship.  

 

• PARTICIPATE – The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can be viewed on the video 

screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are also emailed to all members each week. Please 

turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the service.  

 

• COMMUNE – All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his body 

and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s Table.  

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE? Hearing devices are available for who have trouble hearing through 

the speaker system.  

 

• ALL ARE WELCOME to attend the in-person service.  

• Everyone should assess their personal risk in attending. Please do not attend if you are not 

feeling well. The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube.  

Links can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page.  

• The last four pews on the right side of the sanctuary (as you face the altar) is for those that 

prefer to wear a face mask and socially distance and the left side and front four pews on 

the right side (as you face the altar) for those that prefer to not socially distance with face 

masks optional.    

• Disposal and cloth face masks are available in the Gathering Area and we ask that if you 

borrow a cloth one you return it to the receptacle as marked in the Gathering Area upon 

leaving. The masks will be sanitized and reused.  

• Everyone should use hand sanitizer when they enter and the leave the building and before 

communion. Sanitizer is available on tables in the Gathering Area and in the pews.  

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER 
Traditional Worship  

May 16th, 2021 
PRELUDE  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please Stand  
PROCESSIONAL HYMN – “Give Me Jesus”                               
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WELCOME AND INVOCATION 

P:  Welcome! We have much to celebrate! We are the people of God!   
  We begin in  His name -  
C:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  
P:  On this day, our celebration still focuses on the empty tomb, and the  
  victory of Christ.  
C:     He died for our sins, and rose again to give us life.  
P:  And there is even more to celebrate, as we think of the words of the   
  risen Christ,  spoken to His first disciples and to us:  
C:  "Peace be with you."  
P:  He is risen!  
C:  He is risen indeed!  
P:  He is risen!  
C:  And in Him, we rise to walk in newness of life!  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord + Jesus Christ, by whose 

Spirit we have been reborn to a living hope through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead. 

C:  Amen. 
P: Rejoicing in Christ’s victory over sin and death, let us come before God 

who calls us to repentance. 
 

         Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P:   God of Life, 
C: by the resurrection of your Son you make everything new.  

Newness scares us, and we confess to shutting our doors in fear.  
We have not listened to voices that challenge us.  We have 
resisted the Holy Spirit moving us in new directions.  Our hearts 
are slow to believe your promises.   Forgive us, O God, and renew 
us to embrace without fear the new life you have given us in 
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

P:   People of God:  
 Christ is alive, and death has lost its power.  Through the waters of 

baptism you have been born anew by the living word of God.  Know 
that your sins are forgiven in + Jesus’ name and that the Spirit of the 
risen Christ is alive in you both now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 
At this time please greet your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ while practicing 
social distancing. 
 
After sharing the peace, please remain standing. 

 
THE GREETING 
Biblical Reference:  2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.    
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (based on the Psalm of the day)  
 
A:  Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 
C:  For the LORD Most High is awesome, the great King over all the   
  earth. 
A:  He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 
C:  He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he   
  loved. 
A:  God has ascended amid shouts of joy, the LORD amid the sounding of  
  trumpets. 
C:  Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing  
  praises. 
A:  For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise. 
C:  God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. 
A:  The nobles of the nations assemble as the people of the God of    
  Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly     
  exalted. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                 
Biblical Reference: Revelation 5:8-14 

 
Congregation sings portion marked  
 

 

 
 
 

C 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P:    The Lord be with you. 
C:    And also with you. 
P:     Let us pray. 
 
After the prayer: 
C:  Amen. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Installation of Betty Perotti Church Council 
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THE FIRST LESSON – Acts 1:1-11                                                                                 
New International Version 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do 
and to teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving 
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his 
suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs 
that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating 
with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time 
going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has 
set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of 
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

 

L:  The Word of the Lord.  
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
Please Stand. 
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ALLELUIA 

Biblical Reference:  John 6:68 
Congregation sings:   
   

 
 
P:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. 
 
 
Congregation sings:                                                                                                                                      

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL – Luke 24:44-53 
New International Version  

 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 
Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will 
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suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you 
what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” 

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and 
was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 
temple, praising God. 

 

P:     The Gospel of our Lord.  
                                                                                                                        
Congregation sings:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please be seated.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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Please Remain Seated. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – “Reckless Love” 
                                             

Verse 1 

Before I spoke a word You were singing over me 
You have been so so good to me 
Before I took a breath You breathed Your life in me 
You have been so so kind to me 

Chorus 

O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God  

Verse 2 

When I was Your foe still Your love fought for me 
You have been so so good to me 
When I felt no worth You paid it all for me 
You have been so so kind to me 

Chorus 

O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
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O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God  

Bridge (3X) 

There's no shadow You won't light up 
Mountain You won't climb up 
Coming after me 
There's no wall You won't kick down 
Lie You won't tear down 
Coming after me 

Chorus (2X) 

O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God 
O it chases me down fights 'til I'm found 
Leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it I don't deserve it 
Still You give Yourself away 
O the overwhelming never-ending reckless 
Love of God  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MESSAGE 
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HOLY BAPTISM OF LUKE IRWIN STEARNS  

 
PRESENTATION 
P: In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and 

death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are born children of a fallen humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are 
reborn children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy 
Spirit we are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ.  

     As we live with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and             
  obedience to the will of God. 
 
The sponsors will present the child: 
R:  We present Luke Stearns to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
P:  In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You    
  should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God's house, and   
  teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As  
  he grow in years, you should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and   
  provide for his instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant  
  of  his Baptism and in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly   
  life until the day of Jesus Christ. Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 
R:  I do. 
 
THANKSGIVING 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over   
  the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in    
  which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah  
  and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from     
  slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and    
  anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of Jesus' death and      
  resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and  
  raise us up to live in you. Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your  
  living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of baptism may  
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  be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ  
  our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
C:  Amen 
RENUNCIATION AND PROFESSION 
P:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and  confess the   
  faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 
P: Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his  
 empty promises? 
R:  I do. 
P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C:  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy christian Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
BAPTISM 
P: Luke Stearns, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the  
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
  
LAYING ON OF HANDS 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
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The minister lays hands on the head of the baptized and prays for the  
Holy Spirit: 
P: God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing 

your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a 
new life through this holy sacrament.  

  Pour your Holy Spirit upon Luke Stearns 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  
  the spirit of counsel and might,  
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,  
  the spirit of joy in your presence.  
C:  Amen 
 
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of the baptized.  
As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 
P: Luke Stearns, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
C:  Amen 
 
GIVING OF THE LIGHT 
A lighted candle may be given to the baptized by a representative of the 
congregation who says: 
A:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good  
  works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
 
WELCOME 
The ministers and the baptismal group turn toward the congregation;  
A:  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
C:  We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission  
  we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing    
  God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
All return to their places. The service continues on page 16. 
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OFFERING 
 
Beginning this Sunday, we will be passing the plate during offering. 
 
OFFERTORY  
 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
Biblical Reference: Psalm 104:14-15 
 

Please stand as the offering is brought forward. 
Congregation sings:  

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P:   Let us pray.  Blessed are you, O God,   
C:    ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with 
 blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us 
 glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to 
 those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Biblical Reference:  Psalm 100:4; Isaiah 6:1-3; Revelation 4:8 

 

P:   The Lord be with you 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your name and join 

   their unending hymn: 
 
Congregation sings: 
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Biblical Reference:  1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed . . . Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Biblical Reference:  Matthew 6:9-13 

 
A: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Please be seated. 
 

 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
Pastor Doug Gast will give instructions as how we will receive Holy 
Communion today. 
 
Hand sanitizer is provided in the pews and should be used before coming 
forward.  Ushers will escort individuals and family units from their seats.   
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LAMB OF GOD 
Biblical Reference:  John 1:29  

  
Congregation sings: 
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COMMUNION HYMN – “Borning Cry” 
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Please Stand. 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING AND PRAYER 
 
P:   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 
C:  Amen. 
P: Let us pray.  Mighty and compassionate God,  
 You have brought us over from death to life through your Son, our risen 

Savior, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his 
body and blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen.   
 
THE BENEDICTION 
 

P: Children by the grace of God, one in Christ, and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, rejoice in the resurrection and live in hope, peace, and joy. 

 Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN – “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISMISSAL  
 
P:  Go in peace. Share the good news.   
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
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We welcome everyone to this house of worship.  We are one family, united in 

our heavenly Father and our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
 

The chancel flowers for today are dedicated to the Glory of God. 
 

 
 

 

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

The Worship Committee would like to give the opportunity to contribute or give to the 

flower fund.  They are $50 for both vases and the flowers will belong to you.  To sign up, 

please contact Wendy in the office.

 

Don’t forget to wear red next Sunday for Pentecost! 

 
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Men’s Bible Study is now meeting on Tuesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Women’s Bible Study is now meeting on Monday mornings at 11:00 a.m.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Adult Sunday School is now meeting after the service today.  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Children’s Sunday School will be meeting after the service today.  Last day of Children’s 
Sunday School for the Summer is May 23rd. 

DAYLIGHTERS 

Daylighters are now meeting the 1st and 3rd Wednesday’s of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
Questions, please contact June Gries 

 
GRIEFSHARE 

GriefShare is now meeting Wednesday’s at 6:30 pm until June 30th.   

Questions, please contact Cindy Gregory 

Thank you to Pastor Doug Gast for preaching today! 

Happy Anniversary to: 
 

Jeff and Jessie Stearns   May 16th                        
 
 



 

Worship Leaders & Congregational Care Schedule                                                                                                                                               

May 16th - Pastor Doug Gast 

May 23rd - Joe Rudy 

May 30th - Mary Jo Mikulski 

June 6th - Pastor Martins Irbe 

June 13th - Seminarian Ben Black 

June 20th -Pastor Doug Gast 

June 27th - Joe Rudy 
 

Pastor Doug will be in the office each Wednesday and Thursday and is available the rest 
of the week except for one week each month.   

 
Pastor Doug’s time off for May is TBD       

  
Pastor Doug can be reached at (317) 727-0612 (mobile), pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com  

or by calling or emailing the church office. 
 

During the week he is off Pastor Martins Irbe and Joyce Kissell has agreed to be the 
point of contact for any Pastoral Care needs that are needed. 

  
Pastor Martins can be reached by calling or emailing the church office or by calling him at 

(317) 379-7526 and Joyce Kissell at (317) 512-9561. 

 
Reminder…                                                                                                                                      

During this difficult time St. James is continuing ministry – albeit in new ways!   
Please continue your generous support for this ministry by clicking the “giving” tab on the 
St. James website at http://www.stjamesnalc.org/ or send your contribution to the church 

at 1741 S. State Street, Greenfield, IN 46140.

 
Reward Cards                                                                                                                              

They are still available for purchase from Cindy Gregory during this time.  Contact Cindy 
to purchase them via her email at cindyjohngreg4@aol.com  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.stjamesnalc.org/
mailto:cindyjohngreg4@aol.com
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Pastor Doug’s Healing Service 

 
Pastor Doug lead the first in person Healing Service since the pandemic began a year 

ago.  It was streamed live, and you can view it on Bethel’s Facebook page

Baptism, First Communion and New Member Classes 

The Baptism class will prepare parents or individuals for the Holy Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The First Communion class is for any 4th or 5th grade students or adults who have been 
baptized and wish to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

The New Member Class is for anyone wanting to learn know about St. James and the 
Lutheran and Christian faith.  Joining St. James is not a requirement (but we’d love to 

have you!). 
Pastor Doug will conduct all classes – for questions or to register contact the church 

office at:  offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317/462-7340 or Pastor Doug at 
pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317/ 317-727-0612. 

 
St. James - Back on Track Indiana 

 
• We are continuously making quality and consistency improvements to the in-person 

and on-line worship service experience – we appreciate your patience!  

• The common area surfaces of the church are sanitized after each service for the 

health and safety of all.  

• Other specific changes to our worship practices are detailed in the bulletin.

 

COVID VACCINE INFO 

Those 16 and above can register for immunizations using www.ourshot.in.gov.    

Type in the website, then at the top, click FIND A VACCINE SITE.   

You can also call the number 211 and be registered that way.  

 In addition, you may reach out to Hancock Health Covid hotline for questions and 

support.   

317-325-COVD or 317-325-2683. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://fb.watch/5h4-TLIkd9/
https://fb.watch/5h4-TLIkd9/
mailto:offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com
mailto:pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.ourshot.in.gov/
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Calendar for this week:                            
             

Sunday, May 16th       
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Adult Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School 
Coffee with Council 
 
Monday, May 17th  
11:00 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 
  5:00 p.m.  Tech Committee Meeting 
  7:00 p.m.  Women’s Connection Bible Study 
 
Tuesday, May 18th        
  9:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study 
  7:00 p.m.  Church Council 
 
Wednesday, May 19th     
  1:00 p.m.  Daylighters 
  6:00 p.m.  Property Committee 
  6:30 p.m.  GriefShare 
 
Thursday, May 20th  
10:00 a.m.  StoneCroft Bible Study 
 
Sunday, May 23rd       
  9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m.  Adult Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Children’s Sunday School  last day for the Summer 
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     WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week, May 16th   9:30 a.m.   Pastor Doug Gast 

Assisting Minister Christian Gries 

Lector  Christian Gries 

Ushers  John Browder 

Sheila Bryan 

Greeters John Shaw 

Joan Shaw 

Altar Guild  Karen Bell 

Sound Technician  Dan Ivers 

Video Technician  Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Janet Farrow 

Children’s Sermon John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk3 

Ron Westerfeld 

Marsha Westerfeld 

Next Week, May 23rd    9:30 a.m.            Joe Rudy 

Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  June Gries 

Ushers  Tats Matsuoka 

Donna Matsuoka 

Greeters Ron Westerfeld 

Marsha Westerfeld 

Altar Guild  Karen Bell 

Sound Technician  Dan Ivers 

Video Technician  Ronald Kissell 

Bread Baker Janet Farrow 

Children’s Sermon Joe Rudy 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk4 

Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 


