
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 2021 Newsletter 

 
1741 S. State Street Greenfield, IN 46140 

317-462-7340 
officestjamesnalc@gmail.com 
Website: www.stjamesnalc.org  

 
Our Mission: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships 
with Him and others. 

 

Special dates 

¶ Flag Day, June 14, 2021 

¶ Fatherõs Day, June 20, 2021 

¶ First day of summer, June 20, 2021 

 

Psalm 127:3 
ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
heritage from 

the LORD, 
    offspring a 

reward ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳΦέ 

 

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://www.stjamesnalc.org/


  

tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ƻǳƎΩǎ aǳǎƛƴƎǎ 
June 2021 
 
άL ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘΣ !Ǉƻƭƭƻǎ ǿŀǘŜǊŜŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿΦέ L Corinthians 3:6 
 

The Apostle Paul was an amazing man.  His 
work and ministry took the Gospel to the far reaches 
of the Roman Empire.  Faith-filled and faithful.  As 
you read his epistles to the various churches, you 
see a man with un-daunting determination and 
stamina.  He was passionate about Christ and the 
Christian church.   

[ƛŦŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ  IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ 
persevered even under some of the worst 
circumstances.  He was a man who was gifted with a 
strong intellect.  The things that he thought about 
and wrote about are still studied and used as rich resources for Christians around the 
world.  He could defend and articulate the Christian faith in ways that people could 
grasp and understand.   

Among all the things he did and all the qualities he had was the fact that he 
saw himself as a planter.  After his encounter with Jesus on the Damascus road, the 
seeds of faith, hope and love which were planted in his heart by Jesus took root and 
blessed him and transformed everything about him.  Paul soon knew that it was his 
job to get out into the world and plant those same seeds in the hearts and lives of 
others.   

You know, I love this time of the year because the world just seems to be so 
vibrant and alive.  Trees have budded out and leaves are a welcome sight.  Bulbs that 
have laid dormant for the past 6 months have now broke into astounding beauty.  
Potatoes, onions, radishes, and peas are popping up in my garden.  Spring is a 
reminder that God Himself has gone green.   

Like Paul, one of the things that I know about myself is the fact that I too, am a 
ǇƭŀƴǘŜǊΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ 
and flowers I have bought into the ground.  Once I get those seeds into the ground, I 
stand back and offer a prayer God will help those seeds grow and produce a rich and 
bountiful harvest.   

You may or may not enjoy gardening, or you may or may not have a green 
thumb, you may never have planted a seed in the ground, but you are a planter in far 
more significant ways.   



  

As a Christian, we are all planters. We have the seeds of faith that have been 
planted in us by our parents, Sunday School teachers, by other Christian folks that 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
blessed us by helping those seeds take root and bear fruit in us.  And He has called 
me to plant that seed recklessly wherever I can and whenever I can.  God says trust 
me, if you keep planting my seeds I will make sure they sprout and grow.  Sometimes 
we get the privilege to see those seeds ǘŀƪŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ  But that 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ  DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎΦ  L ŀƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴǘŜǊΦ  !ƭƭ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
the seed as best I can and leaving the harvest to God. 

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
honoring our Fathers.  As Christian parents we do some of the most important seed 
planting of all.      

The children (grandchildren) with whom God has blessed me, come to me as 
rich fertile soil in which may grow either good or evil.  God calls me to plant a sense 
of wonder and appreciation for the world which God has created.  God calls me to 
Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ  DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ 
sense of love for others and sensitivity to their needs.  Gad calls me to plant, and 
then tend and nurture the seed of faith in my child, so that my child will understand 
ǘƘŜ ƘŜκǎƘŜ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘ Φ Φ Φ Φ ²ƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΦ  Lƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ L ǎŜŜ 
areas where those seeds have taken root and even now producing rich and beautiful 
ŦǊǳƛǘΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŜŘǎ L ǘǊǳǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
department to take care of.   

The seeds of love and faith, of joy and hope, of kindness and compassion 
which we plant as parents and Christians do make a difference . . . . . all the 
difference in the world.  These seeds provide the foundation, the goodness, the 
Christ-like qualities and character that are a blessing in the lives of all in whom they 
are planted. 
Are you a planter?  God has given you a seed too.  What is a seed for . . . .? If not for 
planting? 

Over time, whether in nature or in the life of a human being, the difference 
between a wasteland and forest may be the planting of one seed.  The Church is 
called to be a fellowship of planters.  Will you join me in being a planter? 

  
 

Yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Doug 

 
 



  

 
 
 
 

Church Council Update 
 

The Council welcomed Betty Perotti to her first Council meeting on May 
18th.  The Council nominated Betty and she agreed to accept the remaining 
two years of the vacant role on Council. 
 
Pastor Doug reported that he attended the North American Lutheran 
Churchôs (NALCôs) Pastors Conference in San Antonio.  At the conference, 
the new NALC structure was discussed including the decision to have a 
central office located in Texas starting in January 2022.  He also learned 
about a new program the NALC plans to start called ñOrdination in Special 
Circumstancesò.  This program will allow individuals to perform all of the 
duties of an ordained minister in the NALC without a seminary degree but 
with online instruction.  Pastor Doug indicated that more specific 
information will be made available soon on this new program and that it is 
in response to the fact that out of 470 congregations in the NALC ï 50 are 
currently looking for part-time or full-time Pastors and the number of total 
congregations is growing as well.  He also noted that the NALC will begin a 
Deacon and Deaconess training program as well. 
 
Alison LaFlower reported that the Christian Education Committee decided 
that the last Sunday for Childrenôs Sunday school will be May 23rd and will 
begin again in mid-August, that confirmation is scheduled for June 20th and 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held over the first part of the last week 
of July.  Jessie Stearns will be leading VBS and will need volunteers to 
help.  They also plan to have acolytes as part of the worship service soon 
and the children to participate again in the Fatherôs Day service.  
 
Terry Clark reported that the Mission, Benevolence and Outreach (MBO) 
Committee has discussed which international mission to support, and 
Pastor Doug presented the Ethiopian Mission for the Mekanes Seminary 
and Church.  See the MBO article elsewhere in this newsletter for details. 
 
Joe Soberalski reported that the new Technology Committee has been 
meeting and defined their purpose and now are deciding on priorities.   
 

 



  

Marieta Fargo-Boone reported that the Worship & Music Committee had 
planned for and implemented Mothersô Day and is planning for Fatherôs 
Day.  They also reinstated use of the childrenôs activity bags, passing the 
offering plates and coffee fellowship.  They also are discussing purchasing 
pew bibles. They will also publicize the need for contributions to the flower 
fund since the fund is in the negative. 
 
Dawn Hahm reported that the printer/copier replacement team was 
gathering quotes and should have a recommendation soon.  She also 
reported that a request to transfer membership was received and 
processed and that the Coffee with Council session was held May 16th (see 
separate article in this newsletter for details). 
 
The Council reviewed the ideas from the Council Retreat and the rankings 
that each received for effort + importance.  The idea rankings will be 
finalized, and each Council Liaison is asked to take them to their respective 
Committees and determine next steps with those needing funding 
considerations ready for the August Finance meeting. 
 
In a Special Council meeting requested by the Church Property Committee 
ï Jeff Stearns, Committee Chair, Council Liaison and Council Member 
presented a proposal from the Church Property Committee regarding the 
parsonage.  The Council approved the proposal.  Please see the details in 
the separate article in this newsletter regarding the parsonage. 
 

- Dawn J. Hahm, St. James Church Council President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MENôS BIBLE STUDY 
 

Menôs Bible Study is now meeting 
Tuesdayôs at 9 a.m. 

 

WOMENôS BIBLE STUDY 
 

Womenôs Bible Study is now meeting 
Mondayôs at 11:00 a.m.   

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

Adult Sunday School is now meeting 
after the Worship Service. 

 
Questions, please contact Joyce 

Kissell. 
 

Childrenôs Sunday School 
 

No Childrenôs Sunday School til mid-
August 

 

 
 

GriefShare is now meeting Wednesdayôs at 
6:30 pm.  

 
We will meet every Wednesday evening until 

June 30. 
Questions, please contact Cindy Gregory. 

 

Daylighterôs 
 

Daylighters are now meeting the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesdayôs of the month at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Questions, please contact June Gries 

 



  

BLOOD DRIVE 

Thank you all so much for the great teamwork from our May 2nd blood 
drive.  Another successful drive!!  24 units of life saving blood were 
collected.  Our next blood drive is July 18th 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.                        

Sign up on line here or in the Narthex. 
 

 

CHOIR 
Hello St James family!  Fall is coming, and 
it will be time for choir to start again! We 

are in need of singers and anyone is 
welcome!   

Also, we could really use some percussion 
and bass on the praise team.  If you play 
drums, djembe, bass guitar, or another 
wind instrument, please donôt hesitate to 

let me know!  Brother Joe. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many Thanksé 

é to Joyce Kissell, Marieta Boone, Phil Miller and June Gries for 
leading the Bible studies. 
 
é also to Cindy Gregory, Alison LaFlower and 
Diana Clements-Scott for leading GriefShare. 
 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=stjameslc


  

 

CHANCEL FLOWERS 

The Worship Committee would like to give the 
opportunity to contribute or give to the flower fund.  

They are $50 for both vases and the flowers will belong 
to you.  To sign up, please contact Wendy in the office. 
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Blessings  

to 

 Luke Stearns On His Baptism  

May 16, 2021! 
 
 
 

 Luke 
Stearns On His Baptism ï  

May 16, 2021! 
 



  

SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

Because of your generosity this past school 
year, many children in need were able to 
have the school supplies they needed for 
the classroom.  The supplies you donated 
helped students succeed in the classroom 
and feel more confident in their abilities. 
 
The 2021-22 school year begins on July 
29th and school supplies will be needed.    
 
If you are able to partner with us to provide 
supplies, it would be helpful for us to have the supplies on or before July 
19th.      
 
If you have any questions, please contact Terry Miller at 317-938-3639 
 

Our schools are most in need of: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Earbuds & Headphones with straight jack     
Dry Erase Markers                            
Plastic Pencil boxes                         
Highlighters                                      
Regular #2 pencils                           
Crayons                                           
Colored Pencils                                 
Erasers          
Scissors -- both for young students and older 
students                           
Pens  
Broad tip washable markers             
Watercolor Paint Sets                      
Fine Line washable markers             
College Ruled notebook paper 
Heavy duty plastic folders (without brads) --- red, 
blue, yellow, green     
Spiral notebooks 

                                                                               
                                         

Kleenex                                                                                                             
Wide Ruled Composition 
Notebooks 
3x5 note cards                                                                                                  
Sticky notes 
Plastic sheet protectors                                                                                    
Zipper binders with handles 
1/2 or 1 inch binders,                                                                                       
Canvas zipper pencil pouches 
Calculators 
Hand Sanitizer (depending on 
COVID restrictions)                                          
Face Masks (depending on COVID 
restrictions) 



  

 
 

Save the date 
 

 

VBS Volunteers NEEDED 
 

Sunday, July 25 - Tuesday, July 27  
5 pm ï 8 pm  

 
WE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE A ñROCKY 

RAILWAY VBSò 
 

JESUS POWER PULLS US THROUGH 
 
 

More details coming soon! 
 
 
 


