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Our Mission:
To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships
with Him and others.

Psalm 127:3
“Children are a
heritage from
the LORD,
offspring a
reward from him.”

Special dates
•
•
•

Flag Day, June 14, 2021
Father’s Day, June 20, 2021
First day of summer, June 20, 2021

Pastor Doug’s Musings
June 2021
“I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow.” I Corinthians 3:6
The Apostle Paul was an amazing man. His
work and ministry took the Gospel to the far reaches
of the Roman Empire. Faith-filled and faithful. As
you read his epistles to the various churches, you
see a man with un-daunting determination and
stamina. He was passionate about Christ and the
Christian church.
Life wasn’t easy for him. He was a man who
persevered even under some of the worst
circumstances. He was a man who was gifted with a
strong intellect. The things that he thought about
and wrote about are still studied and used as rich resources for Christians around the
world. He could defend and articulate the Christian faith in ways that people could
grasp and understand.
Among all the things he did and all the qualities he had was the fact that he
saw himself as a planter. After his encounter with Jesus on the Damascus road, the
seeds of faith, hope and love which were planted in his heart by Jesus took root and
blessed him and transformed everything about him. Paul soon knew that it was his
job to get out into the world and plant those same seeds in the hearts and lives of
others.
You know, I love this time of the year because the world just seems to be so
vibrant and alive. Trees have budded out and leaves are a welcome sight. Bulbs that
have laid dormant for the past 6 months have now broke into astounding beauty.
Potatoes, onions, radishes, and peas are popping up in my garden. Spring is a
reminder that God Himself has gone green.
Like Paul, one of the things that I know about myself is the fact that I too, am a
planter. Each spring I can’t wait to get out into my garden and get all those seeds
and flowers I have bought into the ground. Once I get those seeds into the ground, I
stand back and offer a prayer God will help those seeds grow and produce a rich and
bountiful harvest.
You may or may not enjoy gardening, or you may or may not have a green
thumb, you may never have planted a seed in the ground, but you are a planter in far
more significant ways.

As a Christian, we are all planters. We have the seeds of faith that have been
planted in us by our parents, Sunday School teachers, by other Christian folks that
have been models and examples of Christ’s love and grace in our lives. God has
blessed us by helping those seeds take root and bear fruit in us. And He has called
me to plant that seed recklessly wherever I can and whenever I can. God says trust
me, if you keep planting my seeds I will make sure they sprout and grow. Sometimes
we get the privilege to see those seeds take root and sometimes we don’t. But that
doesn’t matter. God knows. I am just a planter. All I have to do is plant, spreading
the seed as best I can and leaving the harvest to God.
Last month we celebrated Mother’s Day and in a few weeks we will be
honoring our Fathers. As Christian parents we do some of the most important seed
planting of all.
The children (grandchildren) with whom God has blessed me, come to me as
rich fertile soil in which may grow either good or evil. God calls me to plant a sense
of wonder and appreciation for the world which God has created. God calls me to
plant the seeds of grace and trust in God’s provision. God calls me to plant a deep
sense of love for others and sensitivity to their needs. Gad calls me to plant, and
then tend and nurture the seed of faith in my child, so that my child will understand
the he/she is God’s child . . . . With whom God is well pleased. In my children I see
areas where those seeds have taken root and even now producing rich and beautiful
fruit. Some of the seeds I trust will germinate and take root later. But that is God’s
department to take care of.
The seeds of love and faith, of joy and hope, of kindness and compassion
which we plant as parents and Christians do make a difference . . . . . all the
difference in the world. These seeds provide the foundation, the goodness, the
Christ-like qualities and character that are a blessing in the lives of all in whom they
are planted.
Are you a planter? God has given you a seed too. What is a seed for . . . .? If not for
planting?
Over time, whether in nature or in the life of a human being, the difference
between a wasteland and forest may be the planting of one seed. The Church is
called to be a fellowship of planters. Will you join me in being a planter?

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Doug

Church Council Update
The Council welcomed Betty Perotti to her first Council meeting on May
18th. The Council nominated Betty and she agreed to accept the remaining
two years of the vacant role on Council.
Pastor Doug reported that he attended the North American Lutheran
Church’s (NALC’s) Pastors Conference in San Antonio. At the conference,
the new NALC structure was discussed including the decision to have a
central office located in Texas starting in January 2022. He also learned
about a new program the NALC plans to start called “Ordination in Special
Circumstances”. This program will allow individuals to perform all of the
duties of an ordained minister in the NALC without a seminary degree but
with online instruction. Pastor Doug indicated that more specific
information will be made available soon on this new program and that it is
in response to the fact that out of 470 congregations in the NALC – 50 are
currently looking for part-time or full-time Pastors and the number of total
congregations is growing as well. He also noted that the NALC will begin a
Deacon and Deaconess training program as well.
Alison LaFlower reported that the Christian Education Committee decided
that the last Sunday for Children’s Sunday school will be May 23rd and will
begin again in mid-August, that confirmation is scheduled for June 20th and
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held over the first part of the last week
of July. Jessie Stearns will be leading VBS and will need volunteers to
help. They also plan to have acolytes as part of the worship service soon
and the children to participate again in the Father’s Day service.
Terry Clark reported that the Mission, Benevolence and Outreach (MBO)
Committee has discussed which international mission to support, and
Pastor Doug presented the Ethiopian Mission for the Mekanes Seminary
and Church. See the MBO article elsewhere in this newsletter for details.
Joe Soberalski reported that the new Technology Committee has been
meeting and defined their purpose and now are deciding on priorities.

Marieta Fargo-Boone reported that the Worship & Music Committee had
planned for and implemented Mothers’ Day and is planning for Father’s
Day. They also reinstated use of the children’s activity bags, passing the
offering plates and coffee fellowship. They also are discussing purchasing
pew bibles. They will also publicize the need for contributions to the flower
fund since the fund is in the negative.
Dawn Hahm reported that the printer/copier replacement team was
gathering quotes and should have a recommendation soon. She also
reported that a request to transfer membership was received and
processed and that the Coffee with Council session was held May 16th (see
separate article in this newsletter for details).
The Council reviewed the ideas from the Council Retreat and the rankings
that each received for effort + importance. The idea rankings will be
finalized, and each Council Liaison is asked to take them to their respective
Committees and determine next steps with those needing funding
considerations ready for the August Finance meeting.
In a Special Council meeting requested by the Church Property Committee
– Jeff Stearns, Committee Chair, Council Liaison and Council Member
presented a proposal from the Church Property Committee regarding the
parsonage. The Council approved the proposal. Please see the details in
the separate article in this newsletter regarding the parsonage.
- Dawn J. Hahm, St. James Church Council President

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Men’s Bible Study is now meeting
Tuesday’s at 9 a.m.

Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School is now meeting
after the Worship Service.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Women’s Bible Study is now meeting
Monday’s at 11:00 a.m.

Children’s Sunday School
No Children’s Sunday School til midAugust

Questions, please contact Joyce
Kissell.

Daylighter’s
Daylighters are now meeting the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday’s of the month at 1:00 p.m.
GriefShare is now meeting Wednesday’s at
6:30 pm.
We will meet every Wednesday evening until
June 30.
Questions, please contact Cindy Gregory.

Questions, please contact June Gries

BLOOD DRIVE

Thank you all so much for the great teamwork from our May 2nd blood
drive. Another successful drive!! 24 units of life saving blood were
collected. Our next blood drive is July 18th 9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Sign up on line here or in the Narthex.

CHOIR
Hello St James family! Fall is coming, and
it will be time for choir to start again! We
are in need of singers and anyone is
welcome!
Also, we could really use some percussion
and bass on the praise team. If you play
drums, djembe, bass guitar, or another
wind instrument, please don’t hesitate to
let me know! Brother Joe.

Many Thanks…
… to Joyce Kissell, Marieta Boone, Phil Miller and June Gries for
leading the Bible studies.
… also to Cindy Gregory, Alison LaFlower and
Diana Clements-Scott for leading GriefShare.

CHANCEL FLOWERS
The Worship Committee would like to give the
opportunity to contribute or give to the flower fund.
They are $50 for both vases and the flowers will belong
to you. To sign up, please contact Wendy in the office.

Congratulations and God’s
Blessings
to
Luke Stearns On His Baptism –
May 16, 2021!

Luke
Stearns On His Baptism –
May 16, 2021!

SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Because of your generosity this past school
year, many children in need were able to
have the school supplies they needed for
the classroom. The supplies you donated
helped students succeed in the classroom
and feel more confident in their abilities.
The 2021-22 school year begins on July
29th and school supplies will be needed.
If you are able to partner with us to provide
supplies, it would be helpful for us to have the supplies on or before July
19th.
If you have any questions, please contact Terry Miller at 317-938-3639
Our schools are most in need of:
Earbuds & Headphones with straight jack
Dry Erase Markers
Plastic Pencil boxes
Highlighters
Regular #2 pencils
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Erasers
Scissors -- both for young students and older
students
Pens
Broad tip washable markers
Watercolor Paint Sets
Fine Line washable markers
College Ruled notebook paper
Heavy duty plastic folders (without brads) --- red,
blue, yellow, green
Spiral notebooks

Kleenex
Wide Ruled Composition
Notebooks
3x5 note cards
Sticky notes
Plastic sheet protectors
Zipper binders with handles
1/2 or 1 inch binders,
Canvas zipper pencil pouches
Calculators
Hand Sanitizer (depending on
COVID restrictions)
Face Masks (depending on COVID
restrictions)

Save the date
VBS Volunteers NEEDED
Sunday, July 25 - Tuesday, July 27
5 pm – 8 pm
WE ARE EXCITED TO HAVE A “ROCKY
RAILWAY VBS”
JESUS POWER PULLS US THROUGH
More details coming soon!

Meet Your St. James Council Member

Elizabeth (Betty) Perotti is a new member of
the Council – her term will run from 2021 to
2023. Betty is retired.
Betty was born in Gary Indiana and raised in
northwestern Indiana also known as the “the
region” and she has been a member of St.
James for four years.
In her free time, Betty enjoys reading, word
puzzles, jigsaw puzzles and streaming TV shows.
Betty joined St. James because the first time she came to St. James a
couple took the time to talk and be friendly and after that everyone went out
of their way to be friendly.
Betty visits TODAY News the most online and wishes she knew more
about classical music.
The most interesting place Betty has been is Rotterdom because
everything was so different and interesting.
The three most interesting facts about Betty are: her Italian relatives were
gondoliers in Venice, she was in a convent when she was a freshman in
high school because she wanted to be a nun and she is the seventh of ten
children.
The best single day on the calendar is July 22nd – her granddaughter’s
birthday.

MBO Committee Update
Our brothers and sisters in Ethiopia are in the middle of construction of
a 3.6 million dollar building that will be on the seminary campus in
Addis Ababa. So far they have raised 2.4 K. The Ethiopian church is
the largest and fastest growing Lutheran church in the world. The
ground floor will be rented out for retail space to generate income. The
second through 6th floors will be classroom space and office space for
Lutheran Bible Translators. Pastor Doug just got word that Dr Bruk,
the Mekane Yesus Seminary President, is in need of a good laptop. I
know Dr Bruk personally and he is a man of faith and integrity and
vision.
They're dealing with massive sized graphic files with their construction
project. He'll need something that can manage that kind of data.
Probably price range of about $1,500. Our MBO committee is going to
match any gifts up to $600, dollar for dollar. If you would like to make
a special mission gift, it be blessed and a blessing as well.
Pastor Doug

Call Committee Update
NALC recently held their pastor’s convention. They encouraged pastors to
take a look at the call list and discussed alternative ways to become
ordained.
Continued prayers for God to work in the hearts of our future pastor and
their spouse. Prayers for patience, growth and discernment in the waiting.
Prayers for the Lord to bring us our new pastor in his perfect timing.
Thank you for your continued support.
Tracy

Notes from Coffee with Council - May 16, 2021
• Total attendees were 18.
• Dawn shared that council is currently ranking ideas and suggestions
for the future and that changes have been made to seating during
worship to allow for seating with and without masks and social
distancing.
• Pastor Doug shared information he learned from the conference in
San Antonio; “Keeping the Main Thing the Main Thing”. Currently
the NALC has 470 congregations and is growing. There is a goal of
to get 45 mission starts also. The NALC is going to have a central
office in Dallas-Ft. Worth. There is a discussion about allowing
Ordination under special circumstances. Also, allowing Lay people
to distribute Communion that has been consecrated.
• There was a discussion concerning the NALC Seminary and how it
is funded.
• Alison shared that the Blood Drives have been a positive for St.
James. They have been a gateway to people becoming familiar
with St. James.
• Several other groups have used St. James for meeting which helps
get our name out in the community.
• There were some questions regarding the new Ethiopia matching
funds campaign.
Respectively submitted by Linda Hess, St. James Church Council
Secretary

Next Coffee with Council is July 25th after the
Worship Service.

YOUTH CAMP

Summer camp registration at all three LOMIK (Lutheran Outdoor Ministries
Indiana-Kentucky) sites is open. Go to www.lomik.org and click on
“register” to get started. There is lots of information on the redesigned
website so take some time to look around and check out all the great things
happening at camp.
LOMIK (Lutheran Outdoor Ministries Indiana-Kentucky) is your outdoor
ministry connection. We specialize in summer youth camp experiences for
kids grades 1-12. For the non-summer-months we have wonderful facilities
for retreats with modern comforts set in the beauty of God’s creation. Or
try our individual or family camping options at Lake Luther or Lutheran Hills.
Whether you like hiking, boating, swimming, fishing, or just relaxing around
a campfire in the evening LOMIK camps are a great place to slow down
and let God reconnect with your spirit. Go to www.lomik.org and check it
out.
As we begin to emerge from the global pandemic it is more important than
ever to help youth experience the hope and joy expressed through God’s
creation. At LOMIK, we seek to help you connect youth to the promises of
God down through the ages. Generation to Generation (our 2021 summer
camp theme) God’s faithfulness pours forth through the lives of God’s
people. Campers will get to explore for themselves how God’s steadfast
love endures forever. Go to www.lomik.org to find out more and click on
“register” for the start of a great summer experience.

Heartland Mission District Prayer Request for June 2021
Please include the following this month in your prayers:
•

Pray that the planning for the upcoming North American Luther
Church Convocation to be held in Corpus Christi, Texas the first
week of August goes well and especially for the Southwest
Mission District of Texas as they recruit volunteers and plan for
providing the local hospitality part of the event.

•

Pray for blessings for the Heartland Mission District (HMD)
congregation of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church - Uniondale, Indiana
and Pastor Jerrod Ball.

•

Pray for the HMD Missions team as they discern where in the
district a new NALC mission outpost should be established.

•

Continue to pray for guidance, support and strength from the
Holy Spirit for HMD seminarian Ben Black.
Thank you all for your prayers.

SUMMER ACTIVIES
Click on the link below for a list of free and low cost activities to do this
summer.
Summer 2021 -- Free & low cost activities

FATHER’S DAY SERVICE
On Sunday, June 20th the children of St. James
will conduct worship. Come join us in worship on
this special day as we honor our Dad’s.

Church Property Committee Parsonage Update
Background: The Shull family has been occupying the building since
August 2020 after their home was destroyed by fire. The agreement put in
place with the Shull family required them to reimburse St. James for the
utilities and was for a six-month period initially with an option to extend if
mutually agreed. Recently we have been informed that they have not been
able to make progress on rebuilding their home due to a gap in funding
between the insurance payout and the current cost of rebuilding. The St.
James Church Property Committee conducted an assessment of the
church’s parsonage and obtained an evaluation for selling it and for renting
it. The Shull’s are aware and understand that the assessment was done
and have fully cooperated with the process. Ashley Shull is employed by
Bethesda who currently rents office space at St. James; however, we have
been verbally informed that Bethesda will be closing the office at St. James
in the near future which will result in St. James losing rental income and
Ashley losing her job at Bethesda. In addition, Pastor Doug advises that
most Pastors prefer to own their own home instead of using a parsonage.
Assessment Results: The assessment was conducted by FC Tucker –
Ben Crouch and Rita Fish (also FISH Property Management). Results of
the assessment include the following:
• The structure is ~1915 square feet and the lot is one acre and was
built in 1967. It has four bedrooms, two and a half baths, a two-car
garage, a fireplace and an unfinished basement.
• The suggested listing price for the property is $209,900 and it can be
sold as-is with a spruce up of the exterior.
• The estimated rent for the property is $1450 – 1500 a month and
there is a list of items that need to be addressed to get this rental
amount (cleaning up the landscaping, replace dryer vent cover, some
exterior painting, repair exterior siding in sunroom, full interior paint
and trim (the Schull’s said they would paint some of the rooms a
neutral color when they leave), full interior cleaning after occupants
vacates, service HVAC and any other items determined once
occupants move out.
• A property management company may be used to find a tenant
(using credit reports and background checks etc.), handle security

deposit, collect rent, arrange for and supervise maintenance and
repairs, pay bills, periodic visits to the property, handle complaints
etc. Fees for this service range from 10 – 15% of the rental fee.
• The Church Property Committee is checking on the following: termite
inspection, any insurance impacts for renting, and any tax
implications if we rent.
Proposal to Council: After reviewing this information, the Church
Property Committee proposed the following to the Church Council:
“Since it is unknown if a new Pastor will want to use the parsonage and
when a new Pastor will be at St. James, the Church Property Committee
proposes to the St. James Church Council that the items needed to be
fixed in order to rent the property be fixed and that St. James contracts with
the FISH Property Management firm at 10% of the rental fee to rent and
manage the property for a period of 12 months with the Shull’s family
having first right of refusal (if they meet the requirements for being a tenant
as required by the Property Management firm). This would also result in
notifying the Shull family of these intentions per the agreement we have
with them, so they can consider their options and we have met our
obligation of notification as stated in our agreement with the Shull’s. In
addition, the rental income with help offset the anticipated loss of income
from the Bethesda lease.”
The Church Council approved this proposal and the Property Committee is
proceeding accordingly.

Worship Leaders & Congregational Care Schedule
June 6th - Pastor Martins Irbe
June 13th - Seminarian Ben Black
June 20th -Pastor Doug Gast
June 27th - Joe Rudy
Pastor Doug will be in the office each Wednesday and Thursday and is
available the rest of the week except for one week each month.
Pastor Doug’s time off for June is June 21st-27th
Pastor Doug can be reached at (317) 727-0612 (mobile),
pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or by calling or emailing the church office.
During the week he is off Joyce Kissell has agreed to be the point of
contact for any Pastoral Care needs that are needed.
Joyce Kissell can be reached by calling or emailing the church office or by
calling her at (317) 512-9561.

Baptism, First Communion and New Member Classes
The Baptism class will prepare parents or individuals for the Holy Sacrament
of Baptism.
The First Communion class is for any 4th or 5th grade students or adults who
have been baptized and wish to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.
The New Member Class is for anyone wanting to learn know about St. James
and the Lutheran and Christian faith. Joining St. James is not a requirement
(but we’d love to have you!).
Pastor Doug will conduct all classes – for questions or to register contact the
church office at: offcestjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317-462-7340 or Pastor
Doug at pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or 317- 317-727-0612

Reminder…
Please continue your generous support for this ministry by
clicking the “giving” tab on the St. James website at
http://www.stjamesnalc.org/ or send your contribution to the
church at 1741 S. State Street, Greenfield, IN 46140.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE!
Beginning June 1 through August 1, SR 9 in
BOTH DIRECTIONS will be shut down from
McKenzie to Davis AND US 40 will also be
under construction during this time.

Check out the REWARDS table . .
Give a gift that gives back! Purchase gift cards from the
Rewards Table in the Narthex and St. James receives a
percentage back at no extra cost to you. You can give
the cards themselves as gifts or use them to purchase
that special item for those you love. We keep a variety in
stock, but if we don’t have what you need, we can likely
order it from our extensive list of suppliers. Questions?
See Cindy Gregory or Carol Hudson.

Terry Miller
Alyssa Guffey
Diana Clements-Scott
Jim Farrow
Christopher Wooten
Anna Marie Turner
Tracy Guffey
Richard Bell

Geoff & Alison LaFlower
Larry & Marieta Boone
Steve & Debby Brooks

June 5th
June 6th
June 13th
June 20th
June 21st
June 23rd
June 25th
June 26th

June 9th
June 20th
June 27th

14 years
29 years
17 years

Did you know that you could access this from your home computer?
Go to http://stjamesnalc.org/ and look for “CALENDAR” in the dark blue bar.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study

1:00 PM Daylighters 10:00 AM
Small Group
StoneCroft Bible
6:30 PM GriefShare Study

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
Stream Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Sunday
School

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
Stream Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Sunday
School

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
Stream Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Sunday
School

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
Stream Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Sunday
School

11:00 AM Women's 9:00 AM Men's
11:30 AM Worship 10:00 AM
Bible Study
Bible Study
Committee Meeting StoneCroft Bible
Study
1:00 PM Tri-Kapa
10:00 AM
In-person
Meeting
Greenfield Women 4:00 PM Finance
7:00 PM Women's
Connection Prayer Committee Meeting
Connection Bible Study and Planning Team In-Person
6:30 PM GriefShare
11:00 AM Women's 9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study
Bible Study
7:00 PM Women's
7:00 PM Church
Connection Bible Study Council

11:00 AM Women's 9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study
Bible Study
7:00 PM Women's
4:30 PM Mission
Connection Bible Study Benevolence
Outreach
Committee
11:00 AM Women's 9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study
Bible Study
7:00 PM Women's
Connection Bible Study

1:00 PM Daylighters
Small Group
6:30 PM GriefShare

6:30 PM GriefShare

6:30 PM GriefShare

1:00 PM Ladies
Book Club Meeting

COUNCIL CONTACTS
Dawn Hahm (President)
317-861-4329 or djhahm@indy.net
Alison LaFlower (Vice-President)
317-414-4769 or alialley2000@yahoo.com
Linda Hess (Recording Secretary)
317-398-6190 or sunshine851@sbcglobal.net
Marieta Boone
(765) 521-4724 or mfargoboone@att.net
John Browder
317-364-3420 or jtbrowderjr@gmail.com
Terry Clark
317-446-6190 or clark.terry30@yahoo.com
Betty Perotti
(317) 318-2138 or bettyperotti7@gmail.com
Joe Soberalski
(810) 241-6243 or jsoberalski@hotmail.com
Jeff Stearns
317-410-7861 or jeff@jsconcrete.com
Cindy Gregory (Treasurer)
317-326-7534 or cindyjohngreg4@aol.com
Ron Westerfeld (Financial Secretary)
765-565-7286 or rmwesterfeld61@gmail.com
STAFF
Pastor Doug Gast
317-727-0612 or pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
Joe Faith (Music Director)
916-671-4736 or joefaith55@gmail.com
Wendy England (Administrative Assistant)
317-462-7340 or officestjamesnalc@gmail.com

