
Second Sunday 
After Pentecost 

 
 June 6, 2021 

 

“Jesus asked, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”  Then he looked at those 

seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!  

Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.”    (Mark 3: 33-35)  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

It has been said many times, “Everyone’s a 

critic.” And usually, we all are in one way or 

another. People also speak of “Monday morning 

quarterbacks.” These folks dissect the big 

Sunday game on Monday morning, around the 

water cooler, rendering opinions on why the team 

lost. Folks play quarterback in other areas of 

life as well, especially when it comes to our faith. Critics surround us, seeking to tell 

us how to witness, how to do Jesus’ work. Sometimes it is important to listen to such 

critics. But how can we move on with our work? 

Jesus faced critics all the time … many, many Monday morning quarterbacks. By 

focusing on what God wanted him to do, Jesus did not let the critics crush him or his 

vision. Instead, he recognized that in seeing all the world as God’s field, he had to 

continue on with what God wanted him to do. So must we. Monday morning 

quarterbacks cannot be permitted to bring the work of the Kingdom to a grinding 

halt. 

• Join us this Sunday, Worship Service . . . . 9:30 A.M.  Pastor Martins Irbe 
o Bulletins Available 

o Come forward for communion (kneel if that is your preference and common 

cup if so desired) 

o Our service is being live streamed 

o Hand sanitizers are available throughout the church 

o The last four pews on the right side of the sanctuary (as you face the altar) 

is for those that prefer to wear a face mask and socially distance and the 

left side and front four pews on the right side (as you face the altar) for 

those that prefer to not socially distance with face masks optional.    

o We will be passing the plate during offering 



Scripture Readings   Genesis 3:8-15 

    II Corinthians 4:13-5:1 

    Mark 3:20-35 

• Happening Around St. James    

Children’s Sunday School is recessed til August 

Adult Forum is still happening at 10:30   Join us. 

Grief Share is on Wednesdays at 6:30 P.M. 

 

Reminder……coffee is available in the Narthex. We hope you stop and enjoy a cup 

with your St. James family. 

 

• New Adult Sunday Study continues after church.  Join us as we “Join Jesus 

on His Mission.”  We will be reading and discussing Greg Finke’s engaging book 

by the same name.  I think you will find this to be a fascinating and great way 

to grow in your witness and discipleship.  

• Mission Opportunity.  Our brothers and sisters in Ethiopia are in the middle 

of construction of a 3.6 million dollar building that will be on the seminary 

campus in Addis Ababa.  So far they have raised 2.4 K.  The Ethiopian church 

is the largest and fastest growing Lutheran church in the world.  The ground 

floor will be rented out for retail space to generate income.  The second 

through 6th floors will be classroom space and office space for Lutheran Bible 

Translators.  Pastor Doug just got word that Dr Bruk, the Mekane Yesus 

Seminary President, is in need of a good laptop. I know Dr Bruk personally and 

he is a man of faith and integrity and vision. 

They're dealing with massive sized graphic files with their construction 

project. He'll need something that can manage that kind of data.  Probably 

price range of about $1,500.  Our MBO committee is going to match any gifts 

up to $600, dollar for dollar.  If you would like to make a special mission gift, 

it be blessed and a blessing as well.   

• Vacation Bible School is Coming at the End of July. . . . The title is 

Rocky Railway . . . Jesus Power Pulls us through.  Details coming soon.   

• Bible Studies 

o Women’s Bible Study  Mondays at 11 A.M.   

Men’s Bible Study Gathers . . .at 9 A.M. on Tuesdays.   

Additional Bible Study Opportunity. . .included with this weekly 

update is a bible study for you to use in the comfort of your home.   

• Continue to Hold our Call Committee in Prayer as we await someone who 

can be a pastoral candidate.  May the Holy Spirit move strong in our midst & 



in the heart of the person who will take the reins of pastoral leadership of 

St James.  

• Greetings from the HMD Council for the month of June 2021. 
• Pray that the planning for the upcoming North American Luther Church 

Convocation to be held in Corpus Christi, Texas the first week of 

August goes well and especially for the Southwest Mission District of 

Texas as they recruit volunteers and plan for providing the local 

hospitality part of the event.   

• Pray for blessings for the Heartland Mission District (HMD)  congregation 

of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church - Uniondale, Indiana and Pastor Jerrod Ball. 

• Pray for the HMD Missions team as they discern where in the district a new 

NALC mission outpost should be established. 

• Continue to pray for guidance, support and strength from the Holy Spirit for 

HMD seminarian Ben Black. 

 

I can be contacted at pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com, or by phone 317 727-0612, or 

calling the St James office.     

Yours in Christ,  Pastor Doug 
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