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Sunday, December 12, 2021   9:30 
a.m. 

  
  

Meditation:                           “From the Heart of God . . . . . A Servant” 
Today is the third weekend in the season of Advent, the beginning of the church year, and 
the third in a new four week series called, “From the Heart of God.”    In these 4 weeks, the 
gospel of Luke tells us of the coming Christ from the heart of God.  In the wilderness John 
the Baptist pointed his finger at Jesus and said, “God has sent Jesus to save us.”  Far more 
than his finger, John’s whole life pointed to Jesus.  Is not this your mission in life?  Is not 
this what a faithful Christian servant is called to do?  How can my whole life –my gifts, my 
possessions, my relationships ---point others to Jesus’ saving work?  Welcome to Advent!  
Welcome to the heart of God! 



 

 
 

 
1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: officestjamesnalc@gmail.com  
                                    

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 

 
 

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
December 12th, 2021         3rd Sunday of Advent               9:30 a.m. 

  

     
  

 

PRELUDE   
 
ADVENT VIDEO                                                                                                             
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P: From the heart of God comes the voice of one crying in the wilderness, “prepare the 

way of the Lord.”  Our God is able to fill the valleys, lower the mountains, make the 
crooked paths straight, and make the rough ways smooth.  

(a time of silence) 
P: Because God’s heart sent the servant Christ, we can bring our confession before 
   God.  
C: God, we confess that we are sinners in need of a Savior.  We admit the sin of 

our thoughts, words, and actions; things we have done and things we have 
left undone.  We have been content to live in the valley of our inadequacies, 
trapped between the mountains of our limitations.  We have walked crooked 
paths of our own choosing and stumbled on the rough ways that lead us away 
from your intentions.  Forgive us  

P: God, from your heart you embraced a fallen humanity and come to heal a broken 
world.  You sent us the Savior, Jesus Christ.  His birth, his teaching, his death and 
resurrection make known to us that your heart will not tolerate anything to stand 
between your love for us and our distance from you.  We praise you!  We honor 
you!  We worship you!  

C: Amen 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN          “Joy to the World”                      LBW 39 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Zephaniah 3)                                                                  
A: God, you are our salvation.  We will trust you and not be afraid.   
C: You are our strength and our song. 
A: We give thanks to you and call on your name. 
C: We sing praise to you because you have done glorious things and we will let 

this be known in all the earth.   
A: To you we sing for joy for you are great. 
C: In our midst is the Holy One of Israel –the servant Christ 
A: We worship you, our God, in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
  

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                      
A: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us pray. Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to 

the preaching of John, that rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits 
of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated 
                                                                             
THE READING                         Philippians 4:4-7 (pg. 1013 in pew bible)                 
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  
Please Stand 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    v.4 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels; the great glad tidings tell, 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
 
 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL                            Luke 7:18-35 (pg. 887 in pew bible)                        
18 John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them 
to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?” 

20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are 
you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’” 

21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, 
and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back 
and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame 
walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is proclaimed to the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on 
account of me.” 

24 After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what 
did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive 
clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is 
written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way before you.’ 
28 I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one 
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 

29 (All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, 
acknowledged that God’s way was right, because they had been baptized by 
John. 30 But the Pharisees and the experts in the law rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.) 

31 Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? 
What are they like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to 
each other: 

“‘We played the pipe for you, 
    and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, 
    and you did not cry.’ 
33 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He 
has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a 
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 35 But wisdom is proved 
right by all her children.” 

 
L:   The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God.  



CHILDREN’S SERMON                                      Pastor Doug Gast 
 
SERMON HYMN                 “Revelation Song”                Words on Screen 
                 

Verse 1                                                                                                                                                           
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Holy holy is He 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on 
Heaven's mercy seat 
 

Repeat Verse 1                                                                                                             
Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Holy holy is He 
Sing a new song to Him Who sits on 
Heaven's mercy seat 
 

Chorus:                                                                                                                                                                  
Holy holy holy 
Is the Lord God Almighty 
Who was and is and is to come 
With all creation I sing 
Praise to the King of kings 
You are my ev'rything 
And I will adore You 
 

Verse 2                                                                                                                                                        
Clothed in rainbows of living color 
Flashes of lightning rolls of thunder 
Blessing and honor strength and glory 
And power be to You the only wise King 
 

Chorus 

Verse 3                                                                                                                                                                
Filled with wonder awestruck wonder 
At the mention of Your name 
Jesus Your name is power breath and living water 
Such a marv'lous mystery yeah 

Chorus 
 

 



SERMON                                                    Pastor Doug Gast  
 
Please Stand 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
  
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE OFFERING                     
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of 
our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in 
the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome 
you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the vision and 
ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for your 
generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship and we now offer our 
offerings and tithes. 
 
Please Stand 
 
COMMUNION HYMN          “He Knows My Name”           Words on screen 
 

Verse 1 

I have a Maker 
He formed my heart 
Before even time began 
My life was in His hand 

Chorus 

He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 



He sees each tear that falls 
And hears me when I call 

Verse 2 

I have a Father 
He calls me His own 
He'll never leave me 
No matter where I go 

Chorus 

He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 
He sees each tear that falls 
And hears me when I call 

Chorus 

He knows my name 
He knows my every thought 
He sees each tear that falls 
And hears me when I call 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE  
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  Gather a 
harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.  
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now, 
Grace our table with your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.     
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A:   Let us pray.   
P:    God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and 

with them our very lives.  Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in 
need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
C: Holy, Holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full 



of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
Please Stand 
  
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P:  Go and prepare the way of the Lord.  Go and live as those who have touched the 

heart of God.  Go and share the heart of God with all you meet this week.   
C:  Amen! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN        “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”          LBW 55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
  
POSTLUDE                        
  

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Pastor Doug Gast for preaching today! 
 
   

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, December 12th  9:30 a.m. Pastor Doug Gast   Next Week, December 19th  9:30 a.m.   Mary Jo Mikulski 

Assisting Minister Joan Shaw Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  John Shaw Lector  Maggie Bode 

Ushers  John Browder 
Diana Clements-Scott 

Ushers  Tats Matsuoka 
Donna Matsuoka 

Greeters Liz Clark 

Terry Clark 

Greeters John Shaw 
Joan Shaw 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Terri Gast Communion Assistant June Gries 

Acolyte Darrel Turner Acolyte John Turner 

Sound Technician Dan Ivers Sound Technician Ronald Kissell 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Video Technician Neal Guffey 

Bread Baker Karen Bell Bread Baker June Gries 

Children’s Sermon Pastor Doug  Children’s Sermon John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk2 

Ron Westerfeld 
Marsha Westerfeld 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk3 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 


