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Our mission is to bring people to Christ,  

encouraging relationship with Him and others. 
 

 

  

  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A warm welcome to all!  Let us join together with joyful hearts as we worship today.  Extend 

the hand of friendship to those around you as we give thanks for the blessings of friends and 

family.  May God be with you today and throughout the week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, December 26, 2021  9:30 a.m. 
  
  
  

nday, December 30, 2012   9:30 a.m. 
  
  



 

 
 

 
1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: officestjamesnalc@gmail.com  
                                    

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 

 
 

mailto:officestjamesnalc@gmail.com
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
December 26th, 2021         1st Sunday after Christmas               9:30 a.m. 

  

     
  

PRELUDE            Joe Faith 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS   
P: From the heart of God comes the Son of God; the Christ.  Because of the birth of 

Jesus we move from promise to fulfillment.  Because God’s heart sent His Son, we 
can bring our confessions before God.  

(a time of silence) 
P: The Son of God, born to Mary and Joseph, lived and died for us to forgive sin, and 

to bring us close to the heart of God, who loves us with an infinite love.  
C: God, we admit that we are sinful people whose thoughts, words, and actions 

can break your heart and leave us lost and alone.  We have heard the 
prophesy of the One who will save us from our sin but we have turned away 
and listened to other voices.  Forgive us.  Give us the heart of a trusting 
child who lives in love for your and one another. 

P: God, from your heart you gave us your Son, Jesus Christ.  Today our spirit rejoices 
in your because you sent us a Savior.  Today our soul magnifies you because you 
have done great things for us.  Today we rejoice because of your mercy is shown 
from generation to generation.  

C: We praise you!  We honor you!  We worship you!  Amen. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN          “Angels From the Realms of Glory”        LBW 50  

CALL TO WORSHIP  
A: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
A: I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be  
praised, according to all the Lord has done for us— 
C:  He said, "Surely they are my people, sons who will not be false to me";  
and so He became their Savior.  In His love and mercy he redeemed 
them; He lifted them up and carried them. 
A:  We celebrate on this side of the manger as we call on the name of our God, Who 
was, and is, and ever shall be -      



C:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.        
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                      
A: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you. 
A: Let us pray. Almighty God, you redeemed Your people by sending Your Son into the 

world to be our Savior.  He is the Promise fulfilled, and in Him You have restored us 
to Yourself.  Give us faith, we pray, through the Holy Spirit, that our lives may reflect 
all we have celebrated.  In the name of Jesus, Who went from the manger to the 
cross to the empty tomb to the heavenly throne.   

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated 
                                                                             
THE READING                         Colossians 3:12-17 (pg. 1017 in pew bible)                 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 
songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
  
Please Stand 
 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”      “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    v.4 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray, 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels; the great glad tidings tell, 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel! 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                          Luke 2:22-40 (pg. 880 in pew bible)                        
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph 
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law 
of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a 



sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two 
young pigeons.”  

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the 
falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so 
that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and 
then was a widow until she was eighty-four.[d] She never left the temple but worshiped 
night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she 
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 

 
L:   The Word of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                         Joe Rudy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A22-40+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25011d


SERMON HYMN               “King of Kings”                 Words on screen          
                 

 
THE MESSAGE                                                Joe Rudy 
 
Please Stand 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, announced by the 
angels, worshipped by the shepherds.  Adored by the wise men; who lived to suffer, die, 
and rise again, to free me from the power of sin, death and the devil.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
by whose work Christ is born within my heart, Who nurtures my faith, moving me to live in obedience, 
trust and surrender; Who empowers me to live as the child of God I was intended to be, both now, in 
this time, and forevermore.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE OFFERING                     
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of our financial 
resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Instead, we 
hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. 
For members and friends, the vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you 



in advance for your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship as we now offer our 
offerings and tithes. 

 
Please Stand 
 
OFFERING RESPONSE              “Praise God” 
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
     Praise Him all creatures here below; 
     Praise Him above ye heavenly host; 
     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray.   
P: God only Wise, accept these offerings, the fruit of our labor and lives, in obedience 
   of our faith, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
(Congregation sings:) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 Ushers will direct those receiving the Sacrament down the center aisle.  For those who prefer, 
 white grape juice is located in the center of the pre-filled trays.  Common cup is also available.  
 If you wish to kneel at the communion rail as you receive the Sacrament, please feel free to do 
 so.  Please dispose of your cup in the basket neat the side aisle. 

 
Please Stand 
 



LAMB OF GOD                 “Lamb of God” 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN          “Away In A Manger”                 LBW 67 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
PRAYER 
A:  Let us pray.  Holy one, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have 
feasted again on your endless love.  Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, 
that we may be messengers to prepare your way, harvester of justice and 
righteousness, and bearers of your eternal word, our savior Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen! 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: Go with the heart of God guiding you.  Go with the Son of God living in you.  Go 

with the Spirit of God working through you.  Go with God’s blessings so that you 
might be a blessing to one and all.   

C: Amen! 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN        “Angels We Have Heard On High”         LBW 71 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
  
POSTLUDE                        
  

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to Joe Rudy for preaching today! 
 
   

 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, December 26th  9:30 a.m.         Joe Rudy Next Week, January 2nd  9:30 a.m.    Pastor Martins Irbe      

Assisting Minister Christian Gries Assisting Minister Tracy Guffey 

Lector  Christian Gries Lector  Alison LaFlower 

Ushers  Linda Hess 
Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Ushers  Tats Matsuoka  

Donna Matsuoka 

Greeters June Gries Greeters Betty Perotti 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Communion Assistant Tina Beck 

Acolyte Eli Stearns Acolyte John Turner 

Sound Technician Geoff LaFlower Sound Technician Ronald Kissell 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Video Technician Neal Guffey 

Bread Baker June Gries Bread Baker Janet Farrow 

Children’s Sermon Joe Rudy Children’s Sermon John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk4 

Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk1 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 


