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Website: www.stjamesnalc.org
Our Mission:
To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships
with Him and others.

Special dates
•
•
•
•

African American History Month
Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2022
Presidents Day, February 21, 2022
Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 27, 2022

Pastor Doug’s Musings
February 2022
Jesus said: “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12)
“We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.” (1 John 4:13)
The Apostle John wrote 5 books of the New Testament. . . . . . . the Gospel that bears his name,
along with 3 epistles that bear his name, as well as the last book of the Bible –Revelation. Even
though he uses different styles in his various writings, there are several themes that are
reinterated through all of them. Light, life, and love are consistently strong themes that echo in
everything he writes. But it struck me the other day that there is another theme that
reverberates in his writings, and that is seeing Jesus and by
seeing him in our world we believe.
There is an old camp song entitled, “Have You Seen Jesus
My Lord?” For those of you who know it, you remember
the second line in the chorus . . . . . . “He’s here in plain
view.” And Jesus does give us signs of his presence
everyday, just for the looking. But what I always worry
about is the question, do others see signs of Jesus presence
in me? Can they see, or sense, or feel, or hear, or notice
the Jesus who lives in my heart or life or not?
I love stories. Here is one that exemplifies what I am trying to share. A few years ago a group
of salesmen went to a regional sales convention in Chicago. They had assured their wives that
they would be home in plenty of time for Friday night’s dinner. In their rush, with ticket and
briefcases, one of these salesmen kicked over a table, which held a display of apples. Apples
flew everywhere. Without stopping or looking back, they all managed to reach the plane in
time for their nearly missed boarding.
All but one! He paused, took a deep breath, got in touch with his feelings, and experienced a
twinge of compassion for the girl whose apple stand had been overturned.
He told his co-workers to go on without him, waved good-bye, and told one of them to call his
wife when they arrived at their home destination to explain his taking a later flight. Then he
returned to the terminal where the apples were all over the terminal floor. He was glad he did.
The 16 year old girl was totally blind! She was crying softly, tears running down her cheeks in
frustration, and at the same time helplessly groping for her spilled produce as the crowd
swirled about her, no one stopping and no one to care for her plight.

The salesman knelt on the floor with her, gathered up the apples, put them back on the table
and helped organize her display. As he did this, he noticed that many of the apples had become
battered and bruised; these he set aside in another basket.
When he had finished, he pulled out his wallet and said to the girl, “Here, please take this $40
for the damage we did. Are you okay? She nodded through the tears. He continued on with, “I
hope we didn’t spoil your day too badly.”
As the salesman started to walk away, the bewildered blind girl called out to him, “Mister . . . “
He paused and turned to look back into those blind eyes. She continued, “Are you Jesus?”
He stopped in mid-stride, and let that question sink in. Then slowly he made his way to catch
the later flight with those words burning and bouncing about in his soul: “Are you Jesus?”
Do people ever mistake you for Jesus? Do others see the heart of Jesus through your heart?
Do those around you feel the spirit of Christ in your words, your actions, your attitudes, your
priorities? It seems to me that one of the goals of our lives is growing in Jesus a little more
every day. And at the same time don’t we want Jesus to grow in us so that people cannot tell
the difference as we live and interact with a world that is blind to His love, life, and grace.
If we claim to know him, we should live, walk, and act as He would. Knowing Him is more than
simply quoting Scripture and going to church. It’s actually living the Word as life unfolds day to
day.
The Apostle John knew that long ago. . . . . “we live in Jesus and he in us . . . .” And because we
have faith in Him, not only will we do the things He did, but the promise is that we will do even
greater things in His name. Watch for Jesus. He is always here. Sometimes he’ll even be seen
through us. Let’s hope so.

Church Council Update
Betty Perotti and Pastor Doug reported that the Mission Benevolence and
Outreach Committee held the first PTSD group gathering and 12 people attended.
The group had a yummy meal provided by Phil & Terry Miller and had a lengthy
discussion. One of the individuals attending was from the Mental Health department
- she wanted to see what it was all about so she could let others know about this
opportunity. The group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.
Attendance is expected to grow as word gets out. Flyers have been distributed in
Greenfield, Shelbyville and New Palestine.
Marieta Fargo-Boone and Pastor Doug reviewed the plan for the Lenten season
including holy week and Easter. The plans include mid-week suppers and
services using a “Cast of Characters” theme, a seder dinner and an Easter
breakfast.
Dawn Hahm reviewed the status of the Retreat Ideas assigned to the Council –
some are completed, others underway and some need a decision on if they should
be pursued. She encouraged the Council to continue the work on those underway
and to make decisions to act or not act on the remaining ideas for Council and the
various Committee ideas.
The Council reviewed the upcoming Congregational Annual meeting agenda, the
Annual Report and specifics including the nominations for Council, Audit and
Nominating Committee. The logistics for the meeting were also discussed.
Alison LaFlower reminded everyone that a Blood Drive is scheduled for
February 6th. She also indicated that we now have business size cards with St.
James information on them to attach to any devotional or other handouts we
distribute.

-

Dawn J. Hahm, St. James Church Council President

Men’s Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study is meeting Tuesday’s at
9 a.m.

Women’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study is meeting Monday’s
at 11:00 a.m.

Adult Sunday School
Adult Sunday School is now meeting.
Questions, please contact Joyce Kissell.

Children’s Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School is meeting
after the worship service.

Daylighters
Daylighters will resume meeting on February 2nd
Questions, please contact June Gries

SOUTHERN COMFORT CHRIST CARE GROUP
Southern Comfort Christ Care group is now meeting the 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Contact Joyce Kissel at 317.512.9561 if interested in the
group.

CHANCEL FLOWERS
Thank you for your generous giving! Please continue to give.
Altar flowers are not included in our budget and we can only
continue to have them if members donate or purchase though
the flower fund. Please contact Wendy or sign up on the
flower chart outside her office.

NEED PRAISE BAND MEMBERS
Our praise team is small, but mighty! We do have room for more
musicians, though. If you are interested in adding to the mix, we
could use guitar, bass, drums, or if you’re an experienced wind
instrument player we’d love to have you! Brother Joe.

Happenings from the Annual Congregational Meeting
January 23, 2022
We had a good turnout – exceeded our quorum requirement by a lot!
We approved the minutes from the last Annual meeting and the last Budget
Meeting.
We reviewed highlights of the Annual Report.
We discussed and approved the proposed changes to the St. James
Constitution.
We asked the Council to consider three additional changes to the St. James
Constitution:
Require an external audit whenever the individual in the Treasurer position
changes.
Not require an annual meeting in June 2022 (since one of the changes
changed the annual meeting timeframe to June from the first two months
of the year and we met in January 2022).
Provide for changes to the proposed Constitutional amendments to be
allowed to be made at the time of discission instead of having to meet the
notification requirements as stated in the Constitution.
We elected Neal Guffey and Jessie Stearns and re-elected Alison LaFlower each
to a 3-year term on our church council.
We re-elected Maggie Bode to the Audit committee.
We elected Cindy Gregory, Dawn Hahm, Debbie Mowery, Jeanette Berkshire,
Ronald Kissell and Terry Clark and to our Nominating Committee.
We also shared our heartfelt appreciation to Dawn Hahm, who has led us as
council president for the last 2 years.
We voted to approve the Ratification Vote of the resolution to amend Article 11 Regional Subdivisions 11.01, 11.02, 11.03 of the NALC Constitution.

NAME TAGS
If you are needing a new name tag, please contact
the office and we have one ordered for you.

MAILBOXES
We are starting to clean out and update the mailboxes. Stay tuned

Do You Have a Family Member or Friend Serving in the Military?
If you do – please tell us!
We are refreshing our Military Tribute bulletin board that is located to the
right of the main doors to the sanctuary and we want to have everyone
listed!
We will also stay in touch with your service members(s) and provide
prayers and support.
We need the following for each service member:
Picture (if possible)
Name
Rank
Address
Your Name(s)
Relationship to you (nephew, niece, husband, wife, cousin, friend, etc.)
Send the information to office@stjamesnalc.org or drop it off at the office!

Friends in Christ –
I wish to thank all of you who extended
appreciation to me for serving on the St.
James Council. Your words and gifts
have been overwhelming and I know
that your thankfulness for my service is
a true sign of what our congregation is
all about.
As I shared at the annual meeting, I
truly believe that the opportunity for me to serve our congregation the last two
years as president was a “God thing”. I never planned to retire early from
working – but the opportunity presented itself and then while serving on council
as secretary I was called to use my time and talents to help St. James find an
interim pastor and ways to continue our service, navigate COVID, prepare for
the call process and with Pastor Doug’s and many of you helping even start
additional activities to grow our ministry. I am so blessed to have had this
opportunity.
Blessings to all of you as we continue on the journey that is St. James!
- Dawn J. Hahm

Many Thanks…
•

…to Everyone who took down Christmas
decorations and the nativity!

•

…to Dan Ivers and Ronald Kissell for providing the
sound and video for the Congregational Annual
meeting.

•

…to the St. James Council who helped with all the
logistics for the Annual meeting.

•

…to the St. James Church Council, Committee Chairs, Committee Members,
Volunteers and Staff for all you do to make St. James ministry vital!

A new Bible Study, Keep It Shut, is coming soon.
More details to follow.
If you have any questions, please contact Tracy Guffey

The season of Lent is just a
month away from beginning. Ash
Wednesday will be on March 2nd and we
will be holding our Ash Wednesday
Service that night at 7 PM. Lent is the
40 days prior to Easter that we set aside
for deeper reflection on our walk of
faith, and more intentional prayer time.
Many of us as Christians find Lent to be
the most meaningful time of the year.
This year our Lenten theme is
entitled “The Bible’s Cast of
Characters.” This year’s series paints a
stunning portrait of Jesus through the
eyes of those whose interactions with Jesus lead us to meditate on His Passion as recorded in the
scriptures. Each person in the cast has a story to tell, a lesson to learn, and a spiritual truth that
will touch our hearts.
As the Gospel of John tells us, he wrote his Gospel: “so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing, you may have life in His name.”
This Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we hear the witness of those who
were present as part of Jesus’ journey to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as
Barabbas and Pontius Pilate, the two criminals who were crucified with Jesus, and even Satan
himself, sinners such a Peter (who denied Jesus three times), some who were lost, like the
Prodigal Son and Nicodemus, Mary (who shared a gift of sweet perfume), and Malchus (who
almost lost an ear over the arrest of Jesus), as well as others.
Yes, there is quite the cast of characters that all have a role to play in the unfolding story
of Jesus journey to the cross. We hope you will be here each Sunday and Wednesday; I know
you will be blessed.

Lenten Schedule 2022

March 2

Ash Wednesday

March 6

Lent 1

March 9
March 13
March 16
March 20
March 23
March 27
March 30
April 3

Midweek 1
Lent 2
Midweek 2
Lent 3
Midweek 3
Lent 4
Midweek 4
Lent 5

7:00 pm

Satan & Temptation
John the Baptist – Witness to the Light
Nicodemus Most Famous Conversation
Barabbas Being Set Free
Fig Tree (One More Chance)
Peter Restoration at the Cross
Prodigal Son (Lost & Found)
Pontius Pilate

Hardness of Heart

Mary (It’s in the Air)

April 6

Midweek 5

Malchus

April 10

Palm Sunday

Donkey

April 14

Maundy Thursday Jesus

April 15

Good Friday

April 17

Easter

Out of Control

Two Criminals
The Empty Tomb

Resurrection

Update on the Mekane Yesus Seminary
Our NALC has had a great deal of focus on the
Mekane Yesus Seminary these last months. Much has
happened and continues to happen. We as the NALC
are committed to the work of the seminary and we want
to be sure to keep everyone in the NALC up to speed.
Just a bit of background, the Mekane Yesus Seminary
is located in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. It is the largest seminary of what is the largest
Lutheran body in the world. We as the NALC have a significant and blessed relationship
with both the Mekane Yesus Church and the seminary.
You may have heard of efforts to raise funds for a revenue generating facility on
campus. A new six-floor building is almost completed on the campus. A couple floors of
the building will be rented to generate an income of at least $225,000/year. The
remaining floors will be available for the seminary and Lutheran Bible Translators. By
the grace of God, we now have good reason to believe that sufficient funds will be in
place to complete that project by this coming spring. A number of people from the NALC
have been hard at work on this for a number of years.
We now have tremendous reason to celebrate what God has been doing. We can
celebrate the opportunity we within the NALC have had to be a part of God
accomplishing the miraculous. Praise be to God!
Sadly, there is still great need. The seminary was devastated by an unprecedented
flash flood in August. Although the large new revenue-generating building was
untouched, damage on campus is in the millions of dollars. 8 people lost their lives.
Much of the seminary will remain incapacitated until funds are raised to rebuild.
We are happy to report we have sent money from our MBO fund there!

Discovery Class for New Members
Participants will discover a deeper understanding and appreciation for Lutheran
theology and heritage and have a little fun as you get to know our church and its
mission and varieties of ministries.
If you are interested in this class or would like more information, please note that on
your connection card, call the office or call Pastor Doug directly at 317-727-0612.

GivePlus App Changes - Important Information!
FYI, new date on pulling the plug on Give Plus is Jan 31, 2022.

We originally planned for your church to replace the GivePlus Mobile app with
Vanco Mobile by September 30, 2021. We realize that this transition is taking some
churches and their members a little longer to complete. To offer you more time
to begin using our new mobile experience, we will continue to
support GivePlus Mobile through January 31, 2022.
If you’ve already started using Vanco Mobile, that’s wonderful. You don’t need to make
any changes. If you have not started using Vanco Mobile, we suggest you make the
switch in the coming months, in advance of January 31, 2022.

Please contact Cindy with any questions at cindyjohngreg4@aol.com

Heartland Mission District Prayer Request for February 2022
Greetings from the HMD Council for the month of February 2022.
Please include the following this month in your prayers of the church during worship and
through any other prayer ministries your Church has:
•

Pray for the crisis in the Ukraine. Pray for de-escalation, peace, and strength for
those that are suffering as a result of this conflict with Russia. Pray for the
Christians in both countries - ask God to guide them as their faith is being tested
in new ways. Pray for the safety of Americans that are in Ukraine.

•

Pray for the Heartland Mission District Council of the NALC. Pray that the
Council's planning for the 2022 Convocation, the construction and stocking of the
new Disaster Relief Warehouse at Peace Lutheran in Connersville as well as
other activities are strongly supported by the congregations in the district.

•

Continue to pray for anyone impacted by the tornadoes in Kentucky and for all of
those engaged in the disaster response including the NALC response teams and
the two NALC congregations: St. Paul Lutheran Church in Metropolis, Illinois,
and House of Prayer Lutheran Church in Elizabethtown, Kentucky that are
hosting the NALC response efforts.

•

Pray for blessings for the Heartland Mission District (HMD) congregation of
Bethel Lutheran Church - Noblesville, IN - Pastors: Al Schoonover, David Hill
and Douglas Gast.

•

Continue to pray for guidance, support, and strength from the Holy Spirit for
seminarian Ben Black.

Thank you all for your prayers.

Worship Leaders & Congregational Care Schedule
February 6th - Pastor Martins Irbe
February 13th - Ben Black
February 20th - Joe Rudy
February 27th - Mary Jo Mikulski

Pastor Doug will be with us 3 days a week albeit one will be remote and is available the
rest of the week except for one week each month.
Pastor Doug will be off the month of February.
Pastor Doug can be reached at (317) 727-0612 (mobile),
pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com or by calling or emailing the church office.
During the month he is off Pastor Martins Irbe and Joyce Kissell has agreed to be the
point of contact for any Pastoral Care needs that are needed.
Pastor Martins can be reached by calling or emailing the church office or by calling him
at (317) 379-7526 and Joyce Kissell at (317) 512-9561.

Baptism and First Communion Classes
The Baptism class will prepare parents or individuals for the
Holy Sacrament of Baptism.
The First Communion class is for any 4th or 5th grade
students or adults who have are baptized and wish to
receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.
If you are interested in these classes or would like more
information, please note that on your connection card or call
the office or call Pastor Doug directly at 317-727-0612.

Reminder…
Please continue your generous support for this ministry by clicking the
“giving” tab on the St. James website at http://www.stjamesnalc.org/ or
send your contribution to the church at 1741 S. State Street, Greenfield,
IN 46140.

Check out the REWARDS table . .
Give a gift that gives back! Purchase gift cards
from the Rewards Table in the Narthex and St.
James receives a percentage back at no extra
cost to you. You can give the cards themselves
as gifts or use them to purchase that special
item for those you love. We keep a variety in
stock, but if we don’t have what you need, we
can likely order it from our extensive list of
suppliers. Questions? See Cindy Gregory.

Happy Birthday….
February 1 – Amy Soberalski
February 2 – Eric Amundson
February 5 - Marlene Leitenberger
February 6 - Phil Miller
February 13- Skylar Bryan-Fricke
February 13 – Jo Cook
February 15- Liz Clark
February 16- Divaker Pathak
February 21 – Marieta Boone
February 24 – Penny Ellis

Please consider sending a card or an email with best wishes to these
members. For current addresses check with the Church office.

Did you know that you could access this from your home computer?
Go to http://stjamesnalc.org/ and look for “CALENDAR” in the dark blue bar.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
3:00 PM Property
Committee Meeting
7:00 PM Choir Practice

10:00 AM Greenfield
Women Connection
Bible Study

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

9:30 AM Blood Drive
9:30 AM In-Person & Live
Stream Worship Service
10:30 AM Adult Sunday School
10:30 AM Children's Sunday
School

11:00 AM
Women's Bible
Study
5:00 PM Tech
Committee
Meeting

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
11:00 AM
Stream Worship Service
Women's Bible
10:30 AM Adult Sunday School Study
10:30 AM Children's Sunday
School
1:30 PM Linda Petty-4 H
9:30 AM In-Person & Live
11:00 AM
Stream Worship Service
Women's Bible
10:30 AM Adult Sunday School Study
10:30 AM Children's Sunday
School

9:30 AM In-Person & Live
11:00 AM
Stream Worship Service
Women's Bible
10:30 AM Adult Sunday School Study
10:30 AM Children's Sunday
School

9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study
6:30 PM PTSD
Meeting

9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study

9:00 AM Men's
Bible Study
6:30 PM Gods
Embrace Game
Night
7:00 PM Church
Council

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
11:30 AM Worship
Committee Meeting
5:00 PM Finance Committee
Meeting
6:30 PM Christian Education
Committee via Zoom
7:00 PM Choir Practice
7:00 PM Choir Practice

10:00 AM Staff Meeting
4:30 PM Mission
Benevolence Outreach
Committee
7:00 PM Choir Practice

10:00 AM Greenfield
Women Connection
Bible Study
7:00 PM Southern
Comfort Christ Care

10:00 AM Greenfield
Women Connection
Bible Study
5:30 PM Stewardship
Committee via Zoom

10:00 AM Greenfield
Women Connection
Bible Study
7:00 PM Southern
Comfort Christ Care

COUNCIL CONTACTS
Alison LaFlower
317-414-4769 or alialley2000@yahoo.com
Linda Hess
317-398-6190 or sunshine851@sbcglobal.net
Marieta Boone
(765) 521-4724 or mfargoboone@att.net
John Browder
317-364-3420 or jtbrowderjr@gmail.com
Neal Guffey
317-902-2617 or guffey2889@att.net
Betty Perotti
(317) 318-2138 or bettyperotti7@gmail.com
Jessie Stearns
317-797-3545 or stearns.jessie@yahoo.com
Joe Soberalski
(810) 241-6243 or jsoberalski@hotmail.com
Wanda Stephens-Wooten
317-398-1109 or beachcowboy5@msn.com
Cindy Gregory (Treasurer)
317-326-7534 or cindyjohngreg4@aol.com
Ron Westerfeld (Financial Secretary)
765-969-3177 or rmwesterfeld61@gmail.com
STAFF
Pastor Doug Gast
317-727-0612 or pastorstjamesnalc@gmail.com
Joe Faith (Music Director)
916-671-4736 or joefaith55@gmail.com
Wendy England (Administrative Assistant)
317-462-7340 or office@stjamesnalc.org

