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Theme - One More Chance 
 

Meditation:  Today we focus on God’s patience and provision. He loves us enough to send His Son and 
withholds his righteous anger that as many that would hear would be won into the orbit of this mercy.  Our 
proper response to God is trust. We trust that he alone gives us good gifts and sustains us.  God calls to us 
and encourages us to turn to him for our righteousness and faithfulness as well. It is not something we can do 
on our own, or something we can do to earn favor with God. It is the product of His patient love and Jesus 
Faithfulness in our lives.  After three days, they find him in the temple.  The incarnational reality of Jesus 
sitting among the teachers leads us to ask the question:  Do we see Jesus in and around us?  Do we see Jesus 
sitting at our dinner tables, in our friendships, in our work, and in our play?   

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A warm welcome to all!  Let us join together with joyful hearts as we 

worship today. 

Extend the hand of friendship to those around you as we give thanks for the 

blessings of friends and family.   

May God be with you today and throughout the week. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 

 
 

mailto:office@stjamesnalc.org
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
March 20, 2022 3

rd

 Sunday of Lent      9:30 a.m. 
  

     
  

PRELUDE            Joe Faith 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 
 
CONFESSION 
P: We begin our service today, with confession . . . . seeking God’s grace and 
 forgiveness . . . . so that we will be ready to enter fully into God’s presence… 
     (a time of silent reflection) 
P: Most Faithful God… 
C: We have taken your patience for granted. We have allowed the cares of this 
 life to distract us from Your love and mercy, and from the sharing of Your 
 Gospel with our neighbors. Forgive us Lord, help us to live fruitful lives 
 because of the great love you have bestowed upon us. Make us shine like 
 the stars of heaven with Your Grace. 
P: Brothers and Sisters, because God is faithful to his promise and rich in love, he 
 has given His Son, Jesus Christ to die for our sin. He has also, in his humility, 
 given us the authority to proclaim and live in the power of that promise. 
 Therefore, I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin through Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.  
C: AMEN! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN            “Open Now The Gates of Beauty”           LBW 250   

CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION: 
P: In the name of God our Father, who is patient and providing 
C: In the name of God the Son, who is the expression of the Father’s love 
P: In the name of God our Holy Spirit, who guides us in peace 
C: We gather to worship with thankful hearts 
P: we are her, not because we are seeking God, 
C: but because God has sought us. 
P: we are here, not because we are better than others 
C: but because we have received God’s unmerited grace. 
P: We are here, not because we want to see how much we can gain, 
C: but because we wish to be better able to serve. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
A: Lord be with you.    
C: And also with you. 
A:   Let us pray . . .   Faithful Father, You offer us peace through Your righteousness. 



On this Lenten journey we are mindful that Your patience is an expression of Your 
grace and Your kindness leads us to repentance. Prepare our hearts to be carriers 
of Your faithfulness and righteousness. We have gathered here as Your Church to 
worship You and hear from Your Word. We place our trust in You and joyfully give 
you praise. In Jesus’ Name 

C: Amen.   
 
Please be seated 
                                                                              
THE READING                  1 Corinthians 10:1-13  (pg. 986 in pew Bible) 
Paul encourages the Church in Corinth to hold fast to Kingdom life, not turning back to old ways of 

thinking and living that are not in line with the Kingdom. 
 

10 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 
ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They 
were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same 
spiritual food 4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual 
rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not 
pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil 
things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The 
people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not 
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand 
of them died. 9 We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by 
snakes. 10 And do not grumble, as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying 
angel. 
11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for 
us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing 
firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is 
common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you 
can endure it. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”       

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”   
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace.”. 

 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL             Luke 13:1-9         (pg. 896 in pew Bible) 
Jesus reminds the people all are sinful and that it is God’s patience that gives them opportunity to 

repent. 

13 Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 
whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think 
that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 
suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or 
those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they 
were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you 
repent, you too will all perish.” 
6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went 
to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the 
vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and 
haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the soil?’ 
8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it and 
fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’” 
  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord 
C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON                                           Joe Rudy 
 
SERMON HYMN           “How Can I Keep From Singing”       Words on screen          

Verse 1 

There is an endless song 
Echoes in my soul 
I hear the music ring 
And though the storms may come 
I am holding on 
To the rock I cling 

Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart (want to sing) 

Verse 2 

I will lift my eyes 
In the darkest night 
For I know my Savior lives 



And I will walk with You 
Knowing You'll see me through 
And sing the songs You give 

Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart (want to sing) 

Bridge 

I can sing in the troubled times 
Sing when I win 
I can sing when I lose my step 
And fall down again 
I can sing 'cause You pick me up 
Sing 'cause You're there 
I can sing 'cause You hear me Lord 
When I call to You in prayer 
I can sing with my last breath 
Sing for I know 
That I'll sing with the angels 
And the saints around the throne 

Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart  

I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart 
I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart want to sing 

 

THE MESSAGE                                                   Joe Rudy 

 



Please Stand 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

  
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING               “Amazing Grace”     Monica Cantrell    
                
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of our financial 
resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Instead, we 
hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. 
For members and friends, the vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you 
in advance for your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship as we now offer our 
offerings and tithes. 

 
Please Stand 
 
OFFERING RESPONSE    “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  

We give thee but thine own, What e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord from Thee 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  

P:  God, having received, we now wish to give.  Having been helped, we now wish 
to help.  Having been born again, we now wish to express our new life in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 

C:  Amen. 
 
WE PREPARE TO RICEIVE GOD’S GIFT OF LIFE AND FORGIVENESS 
P: We thank You, Father, for giving us our daily bread and daily forgiveness. You 

continually give us hope in Your Son, who willingly gave Himself up for our sake. 
Because He has come into the world and into our hearts we can sit at Your table 
and be called “children of God.” We joyfully receive your gift of grace and thank 
you for your patient mercy 

For our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread…. 
 



 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….we praise your name and join their  

  unending hymn: 
 (Congregation sings:) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
 the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 Ushers will direct those receiving the Sacrament down the center aisle.  For those who prefer, 
 white grape juice is located in the center of the pre-filled trays.  Common cup is also available.  
 If you wish to kneel at the communion rail as you receive the Sacrament, please feel free to do 
 so.  Please dispose of your cup in the basket neat the side aisle. 

 
Please Stand 
 
LAMB OF GOD                 “Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN         “Merciful God”         Words on Screen 

Verse 

You are so gentle 
You are forgiving 



You hold (bring) me close to Your heart 
When I am distant You show me mercy 
You bring me close to Your heart 

Chorus 

What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God 
What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God 
What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God You are You are 

Verse 

You are so gentle 
You are forgiving 
You hold (bring) me close to Your heart 
When I am distant You show me mercy 
You bring me close to Your heart 

Chorus 

What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God 
What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God 
What a merciful merciful 
Merciful God You are You are 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: May this, the body and blood of Jesus strengthen you in peace and give you 
 Hope to share with the world around you. 
C: We join together to tell the world of His patient love and hope. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P:  The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!  He invites us 
 to share his blessing with our neighbors and coworkers, our friends and family.  
 So, receive this ancient blessing for you to give to all you meet. 
  The Lord bless you, and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor, and grant you His peace! 
  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 
C:  Amen!   
 
 



 
THE CLOSING HYMN         “You Servants of God”        LBW 252 

In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 



C: Thanks be to God!     
POSTLUDE                        
  

Thank you to Joe Rudy for preaching today! 
 
   

 
 

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, March 20th   9:30 a.m.           Joe Rudy Next Week, March 27th   9:30 a.m.   Pastor Doug Gast 

Assisting Minister Christian Gries Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  Christian Gries Lector  Dawn Hahm 

Ushers  Tracy Guffey   

Neal Guffey 
Ushers  Linda Hess 

Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Greeters John Shaw 
Joan Shaw 

Greeters Liz Clark 
Terry Clark 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Communion Assistant June Gries 

Acolyte Andrew Turner Acolyte Darrel Turner 

Sound Technician Ronald Kissell Sound Technician Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Neal Guffey Video Technician Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Janet Farrow Bread Baker Janet Farrow 

Children’s Sermon Joe Rudy Children’s Sermon Pastor Doug 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk3 

Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk4 

Christian Gries 

Ron Westerfeld 


