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Theme – Lost and Found 
 

Meditation:  Every good father loves their children and is mindful of their needs as they grow. 
God is the most faithful of fathers. He instructs us and sets boundaries for us. When we loose our 
way or choose rebellion rather than obedience patiently waits and is ready to welcome us with 
open arms when we “come to ourselves” and return to Him. Today’s service focuses on the heart 
of God as our loving father, restoring us when we have lost our way.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

A warm welcome to all!  Let us join together with joyful hearts as we 

worship today. 

Extend the hand of friendship to those around you as we give thanks for the 

blessings of friends and family.   

May God be with you today and throughout the week. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 

 
 

mailto:office@stjamesnalc.org
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc


SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
March 27, 2022 4

th

 Sunday of Lent      9:30 a.m. 
  

     
  

PRELUDE             
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 
 
CONFESSION 
P: We begin our service today, with confession . . . . seeking God’s grace and 
 forgiveness . . . . so that we will be ready to enter fully into God’s presence… 
C: Amen. 
     (a time of silent reflection) 
P: Our words of confession today come from Psalm 32, a Psalm of David…. 
C: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day 

long. For day and night your hand was heavy on me; my strength was 
sapped as in the heat of summer. Then I acknowledged my sin to you and 
did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the 
Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.  Therefore let all the faithful 
pray to you while you may be found; surely the rising of the mighty waters 
will not reach them. You are my hiding place; you will protect me from 
trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance. 

P: “Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them and in whose 
spirit is no deceit.” 
Brothers and Sisters, because God is faithful to his promise and rich in love, he 
has given His Son, Jesus Christ to die for our sin. He has also, in his humility, 
given us the authority to proclaim and live in the power of that promise. 
Therefore, I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

C: AMEN! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN   “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” (Tune of All Through the Night)        
LBW 281  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP AND INVOCATION: 
A: We are blessed!  Our sin is forgiven.  
C: We get a fresh start.  Our slate is wiped clean.  
A: We are blessed!  God is a forgiving God. 
C: God does not hold our sin and failure against us..  
A: When we kept it all inside, our bones turned to powder and we groaned all day 
 long. 
C: Then we let it all out.  We told God all our shortcomings 
A: Suddenly our guilt dissolved and our sin disappeared. 
C: We are blessed!  God hears our prayer and forgives and protects us 
A:  God’s counsel to us is wise.  God’s guidance is straight and true. 
C: We are blessed!  Let us celebrate God together! (based on Psalm 32, The 
 Message) 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY    
A: Lord be with you.    
C: And also with you. 
A:   Let us pray . . . 
C: Amen.   
 
Please be seated 
                                                                              
THE READING                  2 Corinthians 5:16-21   (pg. 995 in pew Bible) 
Paul reminds the Corinthians that we are to be ambassadors for Christ. Representing his grace and 

mercy here on earth.  
 

16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin 

for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”       

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”   
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 



In the light of His glory and grace.”. 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL             Luke 15:1-3,11-32   (pg. 898 in pew Bible) 

Jesus reminds the people all are sinful and that it is God’s patience that gives them opportunity to 
repent. 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 11 Jesus continued: “There was a 
man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my 
share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he 
went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one 
gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he 
got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put 
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!’ 



31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’” 

 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES                 Pastor Doug Gast 
 
SERMON HYMN                   “Living Hope”                  Words on screen          

 

Verse 1 

How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Verse 2 

Who could imagine so great a mercy 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Chorus 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Verse 3 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 



Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus Yours is the victory  

Chorus 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

Chorus 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES                       Pastor Doug Gast 

Please Stand 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

  
THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING                     
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of our financial 
resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Instead, we 
hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. 
For members and friends, the vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you 
in advance for your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship as we now offer our 
offerings and tithes. 

 
Please Stand 



OFFERING RESPONSE    “We Give Thee But Thine Own”  

We give thee but thine own, What e’er the gift may be; 
All that we have is thine alone, A trust, O Lord from Thee 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 
WE PREPARE TO RECEIVE GOD’S GIFT OF LIFE AND FORGIVENESS 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P:   Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…….we praise your name and join their  

  unending hymn: 
 (Congregation sings:) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
 the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 Ushers will direct those receiving the Sacrament down the center aisle.  For those who prefer, 
 white grape juice is located in the center of the pre-filled trays.  Common cup is also available.  
 If you wish to kneel at the communion rail as you receive the Sacrament, please feel free to do 
 so.  Please dispose of your cup in the basket near the side aisle. 

 
Please Stand 
 
LAMB OF GOD                 “Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 



COMMUNION HYMN           “As the Deer”                    Words on Screen 

 
Verse 
As the deer (as the deer) 
Thirsts for the water Lord 
(Thirsts for the water Lord) 
So my soul (so my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 
 
My soul (my soul) 
Thirsts for the Living God 
(Thirsts for the Living God) 
Yes my soul (yes my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 
 
Chorus 
And I pour out my soul deep within me 
Deep within me I pour out my soul 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
 
Verse 
As the deer (as the deer) 
Thirsts for the water Lord 
(Thirsts for the water Lord) 
So my soul (so my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 
 
My soul (my soul) 
Thirsts for the Living God 
(Thirsts for the Living God) 
Yes my soul (yes my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 
 
Chorus 
And I pour out my soul deep within me 
Deep within me I pour out my soul 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P: May this, the body and blood of Jesus strengthen you in peace and give you 
 Hope to share with the world around you. 
C: We join together to tell the world of His patient love and hope. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P:  The Lord has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!  He invites us 
 to share his blessing with our neighbors and coworkers, our friends and family.  
 So, receive this ancient blessing for you to give to all you meet. 
  The Lord bless you, and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor, and grant you His peace! 
  In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit! 
C:  Amen!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN    “On What Has Now Been Sown” (tune of rejoice the Lord is King)       
LBW 261 

In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
 



POSTLUDE                        
  

Thank you to Pastor Doug Gast for preaching today! 
 
   

 
 

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, March 27th   9:30 a.m.   Pastor Doug Gast Next Week, April 3rd    9:30 a.m.  Pastor Martins Irbe 

Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey Assisting Minister Tracy Guffey 

Lector  June Gries Lector  Marieta Boone 

Ushers  Linda Hess 
Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Ushers  Anna Marie Turner 

Sophia Moss 

Greeters Liz Clark 
Terry Clark 

Greeters Betty Perotti 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant June Gries Communion Assistant Karen Bell 

Acolyte Darrel Turner Acolyte Luke Stearns 

Sound Technician Dan Ivers Sound Technician Ronald Kissell 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Video Technician Neal Guffey 

Bread Baker Janet Farrow Bread Baker Kenya Ostermeier 

Children’s Sermon Pastor Doug Children’s Sermon Tracy Guffey 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk4 

Christian Gries 

Ron Westerfeld 

Counters (Monday) 

Wk1 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 


