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May 1, 2022 

 

 
Meditation: The last time we read that Peter was near a charcoal fire, he was asked three 
questions, and he denied Jesus three times.  Now he is near a charcoal fire with Jesus.  He is 
again asked three questions, and Jesus restores the relationship.  It is only through the grace of 
God that Peter’s discipleship will have a future.  This is true for all of us.  We are all deeply 
flawed.  We have, and will, deny Jesus.  It’s only by God’s grace that we free from guilt.  It’s only 
by God’s grace that we can live again.   
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1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 

mailto:office@stjamesnalc.org
http://stjamesnalc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesnalc


 
SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

May 1
st

, 2022   The 3rd Sunday of Easter    9:30 a.m. 
  

 
 

     
  

PRELUDE            Joe Faith 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 
 

  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship    
 

INVOCATION  
P:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C:  And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
P: We come before you Jesus to confess our sins, struggles and doubts… 

(silence) 
P: Lord, we confess that we sometimes let failure rule our lives. 
C: We can face failure and give up, 
 We face trails and turn around, 
 We don’t expect to meet you in our times of need. 
 Forgive us for doubting you’re with us even in the moments we fail to 

recognize you.  
We struggle and can feel alone, yet you’re always there with us.   
We doubt and can give up and so quickly let failure turn to frustration... 
Hear us as we bring these failures to you… 

P:   Experience Christ’s presence for he knows your failures and your  
      frustrations, yet he meets you as you come to the shore.  Know that in 
      the midst of your failure, Christ’s love abounds and through his death 
      and resurrection experience now the complete forgiveness of your sins 
      in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OPENING HYMN         “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”         LBW Hymn 158  
 
 

 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
A: We come today gathering from the business of our world. 
C:   We gather together leaving our struggles and disappointments at the foot 
     of the cross. 
A: We come seeking Christ’s presence and guidance. 
C:   Empower us Holy Spirit to experience Christ once again, to be renewed, 
     refreshed and released for life. 
A: So we Gather now in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen! 
 



OPENING PRAYER 
A:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
A:   Let us pray . . . .  
C: Loving Lord Jesus we come here today from busy lives, lives where things 
often don’t go as we hope or expect.  We face failure and frustration and can 
often be left disappointed or in despair.  Yet you met your disciples in their 
moments of despair and led them.  Meet us now, guide us, empower and equip 
us to hear your voice.  In Jesus’ name  Amen.   
 
Please be seated 
 

   We Hear God’s Word    
      
                                            
FIRST READING                 Acts 9:1-20             (pg. 943 in pew Bible) 
The greatest persecutor of his time was Saul, but the Lord had big plans for him.  Meeting him on the Road to Damascus, Jesus 

completely changed his life forever including his name to Paul.  God can and will transform anyone He chooses.  Don’t give up 

praying for others. 

 

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 
disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in 
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or 
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on 
his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, 
Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling with 
Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got 
up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led 
him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him 
in a vision, “Ananias!”  

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight 
Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he 
has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 
harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said 
to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the 
Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he 
must suffer for my name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing 
his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on 
the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be 



filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, 
and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At 
once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God.  

 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING     Revelation 5:11-14     (pg. 1065 in pew Bible) 
Who is worthy to open the scroll?  Only the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the spotless Lamb of God, and the heir to David’s throne.  His 

name is Jesus.   

 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon 
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
    and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the 
sea, and all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
    be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 
Please Stand 
 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”       

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior 

I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL             John 21:1-19           (pg. 934 in pew Bible) 

“Simon, do you love me?” asked Jesus three times.  Simon Peter answered all three times with, “Yes, Lord, you know I love you.”  

Then Jesus responded with an action for Simon to accomplish- to feed His lambs and take care of His sheep.  He also foreshadowed 

the death of Simon Peter.  Following Jesus’ command is no easy task.   

 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.[a] It happened 
this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus[b]), Nathanael from Cana in 
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to 
fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and 
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26900a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26901b


on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 5 He called out to 
them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”  
“No,” they answered. 6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you 
will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large 
number of fish. 7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As 
soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples 
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a 
hundred yards.[c] 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on 
it, and some bread. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just 
caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It 
was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to 
them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, 
and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his 
disciples after he was raised from the dead. 15 When they had finished eating, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” 
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 16 Again 
Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know 
that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him 
the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger 
you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do 
not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would 
glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES                       Tracy Guffey 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+21%3A1-19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26907c


SERMON HYMN              I Will Rise                Words on screen          

 

Verse 1 

There's a peace I've come to know 
Though my heart and flesh may fail 
There's an anchor for my soul 
I can say it is well 

Pre-Chorus 

Jesus has overcome 
And the grave is overwhelmed 
The victory is won 
He is risen from the dead 

Chorus 

(And) I will rise when He calls my name 
No more sorrow no more pain 
I will rise on eagle's wings 
Before my God fall on my knees 
And rise I will rise (I will rise) 

Verse 2 

There's a day that's drawing near 
When this darkness breaks to light 
And the shadows disappear 
And my faith shall be my eyes 

Pre-Chorus 

Jesus has overcome 
And the grave is overwhelmed 
The victory is won 
He is risen from the dead 

Chorus 

(And) I will rise when He calls my name 
No more sorrow no more pain 
I will rise on eagle's wings 
Before my God fall on my knees 
And rise I will rise (I will rise) 



Bridge 

And I hear the voice of many angels sing 
Worthy is the Lamb 
And I hear the cry of ev'ry longing heart 
Worthy is the Lamb 
(REPEAT) 
Worthy is the Lamb 

Chorus 

(And) I will rise when He calls my name 
No more sorrow no more pain 
I will rise on eagle's wings 
Before my God fall on my knees 
And rise I will rise (I will rise) 

 

Please be seated 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES                    Pastor Martins Irbe 

 

Please Stand 

 
  We Respond to God’s Word    

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died  
and was buried. He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the 

 dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father  
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

 the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
C:   And also with you. 
 
Please be seated 



 
MISSION MOMENT         Terry Clark 
 
THE OFFERING                     
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of our financial 
resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Instead, we 

hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. 
For members and friends, the vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you 
in advance for your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship as we now offer our 

offerings and tithes. 

 
Please Stand 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE         “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, his Son 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us” 

Give thanks . . . . .  Give thanks 
 
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER  
P:  O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, ….May our faithful stewardship bear 
witness to the love of Jesus Christ in our lives. Amen. 
 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is indeed right. . .Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
(Congregation sings:) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
 the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER     
P:   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Please be seated 
 

  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 Ushers will direct those receiving the Sacrament down the center aisle.  For those who prefer, 
 white grape juice is located in the center of the pre-filled trays.  Common cup is also available.  
 If you wish to kneel at the communion rail as you receive the Sacrament, please feel free to do 
 so.  Please dispose of your cup in the basket near the side aisle. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD                 “Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN              “Here I am to Worship”        Words on Screen 
 

Verse 1 

Light of the world 
You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes let me see 
Beauty that made 
This heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus 

So here I am to worship 
Here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God 
And You're altogether lovely 
Altogether worthy 
Altogether wonderful to me 



Verse 2 

King of all days 
Oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in heaven above 
Humbly You came 
To the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Bridge 

And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 
And I'll never know how much it cost 
To see my sin upon that cross 

 

Please stand 
 
 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
P: Having experienced Christ’s presence in the broken bread of this meal 

once again may this, the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you, keep you in his grace and assure you of the forgiveness of 
your sins. 

ALL:  Amen  

 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P: Experience now the presence of the resurrected Christ, meeting you in 

moments of trial and disappointment and guiding you to new life.  Go 
boldly now empowered by the Holy Spirit to live together as the Body of 
Christ in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
ALL: Amen!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN       “Crown Him With Many Crowns”    LBW  Hymn 170   
 

 
 
 
 



 
  We Depart in Peace    

 
 
In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
 
POSTLUDE                        
  

Thank you to Pastor Martins Irbe for preaching today! 
 
  

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, May 1st  9:30 a.m.  Pastor Martins Irbe Next Week, May 8th   9:30 a.m.   Pastor Doug Gast 

Assisting Minister Tracy Guffey Assisting Minister Joan Shaw 

Lector  Maggie Bode Lector  John Shaw 

Ushers  Jim Jackson 

Deb Jackson 

Ushers  Sheila Bryan 

John Browder 

Greeters Betty Perotti Greeters June Gries 
Ron Westerfeld 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Communion Assistant June Gries 

Acolyte John Turner Acolyte Darrel Turner 

Sound Technician Ronald Kissell Sound Technician Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Neal Guffey Video Technician Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Karen Bell Bread Baker Karen Bell 

Children’s Sermon Tracy Guffey Children’s Sermon Pastor Doug Gast 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk1 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk2 

Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 


