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Meditation: As Jesus shared with His followers about his upcoming death, He 
emphasized to them the vital command to love one another as Christ loved them.  
They did not yet understand that Jesus would be crucified, and that this would define 
sacrificial love for others.  When we sacrificially loving toward others as Christ 
commanded, we exude the love of Christ, marking us as His disciples.  

 
 



 

 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

Doug Gast, Interim Pastor 
Joe Faith, Music Director 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of 
being touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. 
Please fill out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the 
offering plate.  And please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the 

video screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members 
each week.  

o Please turn all cell phones and electronic devices off during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links 
can be found on the St. James website and Facebook page. 

 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with 
his body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at 
the Lord’s Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the 
center aisle to the altar rail.   

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
o Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
May 15th, 2022   The 5th Sunday of Easter    9:30 a.m. 

  

 
 

     
  

PRELUDE            Joe Faith 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 
 

  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship    
 

INVOCATION  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the 
    communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
C:  And also with you. 
 
CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 
 
P: God is love, and it is on His love we rely.  
  

(A time of personal reflection and confession) 
 

 Gracious Father, You are making all things new.  You are the beginning and the 
end, the Alpha and the Omega. We confess that we have not loved You as we 
ought, nor have we loved those around us in ways that reflect Your love.   

 
C:   You make all things new, and yet we continually cling to the old.   
 You desire to make Your dwelling among us, and we shut You out. 
 You are the beginning and the end, and we get stuck in the middle. 
 You love us with an everlasting love, and we pridefully think we have earned 
 Your love. Your Son has given a new command – to love as He has loved us.  
 We have not. We protect ourselves, assert our rights, demand to be satisfied.   
 Forgive us, we pray, and restore to us the joy of Your salvation.   
 
P: In the Gospel of Jesus, we are made new.  Here is the truth:  Jesus Christ died 

for our sins and rose again, that we might no longer live for ourselves, but live 
unto Him.  He makes us new, and through His Spirit dwells in our midst, 
empowering us to love in new ways – in ways that reflect His love for us.  We 
are forgiven.  We are redeemed.  We are renewed.  We are empowered.  We 
are His.   

 



OPENING HYMN         “O Living Bread from Heaven”         LBW Hymn 197  
 

 
 



 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
A:   We bind unto ourselves this day the name of the Trinity:   
C: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
A: God is making all things new. 
C: His dwelling is among His people. He wipes away our tears and refreshes 
 us with the water of life.   
A:    In Jesus, we are loved with an everlasting love,   
C; And through His Spirit, we are empowered to love as He has loved.  Amen 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
A:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
A:   Let us pray . . . . .   Heavenly Father, our outward appearances don’t influence 
 Your love for us.  Neither does fame or fortune, achievements or 
 accomplishments, or popularity or poor self-image.  You love us because You 
 created us. You love us because You made us in Your very image.    
C:   How good it is to be loved by the Lord! 
A:   Help us to love others like You love us, and in no other way.  In the name of 
     Jesus we pray,  
C:   Amen.  
 
  
Please be seated 
 

   We Hear God’s Word    
      
                                            
FIRST READING                 Acts 11:1-18              (pg. 946 in pew Bible) 

Paul shared the vision that God had given to him about Gentiles being granted access to salvation.  Those listening 
began to praise God. 

 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and 
ate with them.” 4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in 
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large 
sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I 
was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and 
birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 8 “I replied, ‘Surely 
not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 “The voice spoke 
from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 
10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven again. 11 “Right 
then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I 
was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These 



six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he 
had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household 
will be saved.’ 15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come 
on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized 
with[a] water, but you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the 
same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 
could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and 
praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that 
leads to life.” 

 
 
L: The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SECOND READING   Revelation 21: 1-7     (pg. 1075 in pew Bible) 
In the new heaven and new earth, God will dwell with us.  No longer will there be tears or pain.  The old will pass away 

and the new will come! 
  

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will 
be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every 
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I 
am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of 
the water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God 
and they will be my children. 

 

 
Please Stand 
 
 
THE “GOSPEL ACCLAMATION”       

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 
He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior, He’s my Savior 

I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him, I will praise Him 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+11%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27324a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+11%3A1-18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27324b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+21%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31055a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=revelation+21%3A1-7&version=NIV#fen-NIV-31058b


 
THE HOLY GOSPEL         John 13:31-35 (pg. 927 in pew Bible) 

As Jesus shared with His followers about his upcoming death, He emphasized to them the vital command to love one 
another as Christ loved them. They did not yet understand that Jesus would be crucified, and that this would define 

sacrificial love for others. When we sacrificially loving toward others as Christ commanded, we exude the love of Christ, 
marking us as His disciples. 

 

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified 
in him. 32 If God is glorified in him,[a] God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 
him at once. 33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, 
and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 “A 
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.” 

 
 
 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES                       Joe Rudy 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
SERMON HYMN            “How Can I Keep from Singing”         Words on screen          

 

Verse 1 

There is an endless song 
Echoes in my soul 
I hear the music ring 
And though the storms may come 
I am holding on 
To the rock I cling 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+13%3A31-35&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26663a


 

Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart (want to sing) 

Verse 2 

I will lift my eyes 
In the darkest night 
For I know my Savior lives 
And I will walk with You 
Knowing You'll see me through 
And sing the songs You give 

Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart (want to sing) 

Bridge 

I can sing in the troubled times 
Sing when I win 
I can sing when I lose my step 
And fall down again 
I can sing 'cause You pick me up 
Sing 'cause You're there 
I can sing 'cause You hear me Lord 
When I call to You in prayer 
I can sing with my last breath 
Sing for I know 
That I'll sing with the angels 
And the saints around the throne 



Chorus 

How can I keep from singing Your praise 
How can I ever say enough 
How amazing is Your love 
How can I keep from shouting Your name 
I know I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart  

I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart 
I am loved by the King 
And it makes my heart want to sing 

 

Please be seated 

 

MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES                     Joe Rudy 

 

Please Stand 

 
  We Respond to God’s Word    

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended I into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

  
 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                
 



 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
P:  Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.   
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   
 
C:  And also with you. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
THE OFFERING                     
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our giving of our financial 
resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering. Instead, we 

hope that we are able to give something to you. We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. 
For members and friends, the vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you 
in advance for your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship as we now offer our 

offerings and tithes. 

 
Please Stand 
 

 
OFFERING RESPONSE         “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 

Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, his Son 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” 
Let the poor say, “I am rich because of what the Lord has done for us” 

Give thanks . . . . .  Give thanks 
 
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER  
P:  Heavenly Father, thank you that you can satisfy our every desire and need. Your  
 word says that we should give honor to you with the first fruits of our wealth. 

Accept our tithes and offerings as a gift of worship to you. Multiply what we 
give for the effective growth of your kingdom. May Christ dwell in our hearts 
through faith so that we, being rooted and grounded in love, may have the 
strength to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. May we be filled  
with all the fullness of God. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 

 

 
 
 



P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks 
and praise, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore, we praise 
you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
(Congregation sings:) 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:  Heaven and earth are 
 full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
 the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P   Who loves us to our core? 
C:  Jesus, the Son of God, loves us. 
P   Whose love surrounds us now? 
C:  Christ envelops us with His sacrificial love and is the greatest love we will 
    ever know. 
P   Whose love unifies us by this bread and wine? 
C:  It’s the love our Savior whose body was broken, and blood was spilled out 
    for the redemption of humankind. 
P:  Yes, it’s the love of Jesus! We celebrate His love together now remembering that in 
    the night….  
 
 
THE WORDS OF JESUS 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
P:   And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.   

 
Please be seated 



 
  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 Ushers will direct those receiving the Sacrament down the center aisle.  For those who prefer, 
 white grape juice is located in the center of the pre-filled trays.  Common cup is also available.  
 If you wish to kneel at the communion rail as you receive the Sacrament, please feel free to do 
 so.  Please dispose of your cup in the basket near the side aisle. 

 
 
LAMB OF GOD                 “Lamb of God” 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.   

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;  
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN              “As the Deer”        Words on Screen 
 

Verse 

As the deer (as the deer) 
Thirsts for the water Lord 
(Thirsts for the water Lord) 
So my soul (so my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 

 
My soul (my soul) 
Thirsts for the Living God 
(Thirsts for the Living God) 
Yes my soul (yes my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 

Chorus 

And I pour out my soul deep within me 
Deep within me I pour out my soul 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 



Verse 

As the deer (as the deer) 
Thirsts for the water Lord 
(Thirsts for the water Lord) 
So my soul (so my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 

 
My soul (my soul) 
Thirsts for the Living God 
(Thirsts for the Living God) 
Yes my soul (yes my soul) 
Longs for Thee (longs for Thee) 

Chorus 

And I pour out my soul deep within me 
Deep within me I pour out my soul 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 
Take me deeper Lord 
Deeper Lord in You 

 

Please stand 
 
 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
P: We have tasted the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in 

Whom all things are made new.   
C: In Him, we love as we have been loved.     
  

 
THE BENEDICTION 
P:  May the Father be your beginning and your ending,  
 May the Son, Jesus Christ, make His dwelling with you,  
 And, may God the Holy Spirit fill you with the love of God.   
C: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.     
P: Jesus gives us a new command – to love as we have been loved. 
C: In Him, we are made new.  Amen.   
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN       “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”    LBW  Hymn 221   
 

 



 
 
 
 
 



  We Depart in Peace    

 
 
In reverence of Christ, we invite you to follow the cross as it is carried out.  You may  
use your hymnal to sing as you turn. 
 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God!     
 
POSTLUDE                        
  

Thank you to Joe Rudy for preaching today! 
 
  

WORSHIP ASSIGNMENTS 

 

This Week, May 15th    9:30 a.m.           Joe Rudy Next Week, May 22nd    9:30 a.m.     Mary Jo Mikulski 

Assisting Minister Christian Gries Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  Christian Gries Lector  Debbie Mowrey 

Ushers  Tracy Guffey 

Neal Guffey 

Ushers  Linda Hess 

Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Greeters Alan Berkshire 
Jeanette Berkshire 

Greeters Liz Clark 
Terry Clark 

Altar Guild  Diana Clement-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clement-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Communion Assistant June Gries 

Acolyte Luke Soberalski Acolyte Claudia Soberalski 

Sound Technician Ronald Kissell Sound Technician Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Neal Guffey Video Technician Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Terri Gast Bread Baker Terri Gast 

Children’s Sermon Joe Rudy Children’s Sermon June Gries 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk3 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 

Counters (Monday) 
Wk4 

Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 


