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Meditation:   God has made a multitude of promises to us and it is His good pleasure to keep them. 
There are more than we can speak of here. Here are some of the most significant promises: God has 
promised to supply every need we have. God has promised that all things work together for good to 
those who love the Lord.  God has promised that His grace is sufficient for us. God promises a way 
out when it comes to temptation. God has promised us victory over death. God has promised plans 
for each of us. God has promised salvation and eternal life for those who believe. In our gospel 
lesson, we are all reminded to not be afraid for it is God’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom.  
What a promise that is! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s chancel flowers are given in celebration of Tats & Donna Matsuoka’s 
58th Wedding Anniversary 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr., Pastor 

Joe Faith, Music Director 
 

TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 
touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill 
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate.  And 
please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video 

screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.  
o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship 

service.  
o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can 

be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page. 
 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his 
body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the 
altar rail.  If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know. 

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 

Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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PRELUDE            Joe Faith 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 

 
  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship    

 
INVOCATION AND PRAYER  
P: In the name of the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19) 
C: Amen.  
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  
 
P: Make us to know Your ways, O Lord, and teach us Your paths. Lead us in Your truth 
and teach us, for You are the God of our salvation; for whom we wait. (Psalm 25:4-5)  
 
C: Amen  
 
P: If we say we have fellowship with God while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not 
live according to the truth; but if we walk in the light, we have fellowship with one 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. (1 John 1:6-7)  

 
(Silence for self-reflection and examination.) 

 
P: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love.  
 
C: According to Your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. Wash us 
thoroughly from our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean 
heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within us. Cast us not away from 
Your presence and take not Your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of 
Your salvation and uphold us with a willing spirit. Amen. (Psalm 51:1-2, 10-12))  
 
P: Let it be known to you, that through Jesus Christ, the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. (1 John 1:6-7)  He commanded us to preach and to testify that he is 
the one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name. (Acts 10:42-43)  
 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 
OPENING HYMN  “O Living Bread from Heaven” LBW 197 D4 

 
 



 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP    Based on Psalm 33:12-22, the Psalm of the 
Day 
 
P:  the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:   What joy for the nation whose God is the LORD, 
 
C:   whose people He has chosen as His inheritance. 
 
P:  The LORD looks down from heaven and sees the whole human race. 
 
C:   From His throne He observes all who live on the earth 
 
P:  He made their hearts, 
 
C:  so He understands everything they do. 
 
P:  We put our hope in the LORD.  He is our help and our shield. 
 
C:   In Him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name. 
 
P:  Let your unfailing love surround us, LORD, 
 
C:  for our hope is in You alone. 
 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
L:  Let us pray. . . . Almighty God, we get so caught up in the things of the world and 
lose sight of what is most important in Your eyes. Help us to examine our lives today 
and see if we are out of balance when it comes to priorities. Give us wisdom to put our 
responsibilities and focus in an order of importance that would be pleasing to you. We 
know Lord, that if it were not for you, we would not even have this moment before us to 
worship You and show our love and gratitude. May we use this time to honor You!  
 
C:  In Jesus’ Name we pray.  Amen.   
  
 
 



Please be seated 
  We Hear God’s Word    

[Read aloud both the introduction and Scripture] 
 
FIRST READING    Hebrews 11:1-16 (Page 1040 in pew bible) 

  
The ancients did not receive the promised things. They were still living by faith when 
they died, as strangers on earth, looking for a heavenly home. Therefore, God is not 

ashamed to be called their God. 
 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. 2 This is what the ancients were commended for.3 By faith we understand that the 
universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what 
was visible.4 By faith Abel brought God a better offering than Cain did. By faith he was 
commended as righteous when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel still 
speaks, even though he is dead.5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did 
not experience death: “He could not be found, because God had taken him away.” For 
before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith 
it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.7 By faith Noah, when warned 
about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he 
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping with faith. 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By 
faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he 
was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear 
children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from 
this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 13 All these people were still living 
by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them 
and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers 
on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their 
own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for 
them. 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face. 



And the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of His glory and grace. 
 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL         Luke 12:22-34 (Page 895 in pew bible) 

   Jesus challenges His disciples. Are their hearts concerned about the right things? 
Where are their hearts? Their treasure? He warns them to be ready for the return of 

the Son of Man. 
 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the 
body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no 
storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 
birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot 
do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?27 “Consider how the wild flowers 
grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was 
dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 
here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you 
of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about 
it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32 “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell 
your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear 
out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35 “Be dressed ready 
for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their master to return 
from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open 
the door for him. 37 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them watching 
when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at 
the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose 
master finds them ready, even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward 
daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the 
thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be 
ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 
          
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES   
 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE MESSAGE HYMN Great Is The Lord Almighty 

Chorus 1 

The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 
The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 

Verse 1 

When the children of Israel 
Came to the brink 
He led them through 
Letting Pharaoh sink 
Then the children were dancing 
As old Pharaoh sank down 
Lifting up a mighty 
Joyful sound singing 

Chorus 2 

Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is God supreme 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord 
Great is the Lord 

Chorus 1 

The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 
The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 

      

Verse 2 

When the children of God 
Came up to Jericho town 
The Lord said children 
Let's walk around 
 

So for seven whole days  
They walked around that great wall 
'Til the Lord said shout 
And watch it fall children 
 
Chorus 2 

Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Go d supreme 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord 
Great is the Lord 

Chorus 1 

The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 
The Lord reigns 
He is a mighty God 
The Lord God reigns 

Verse 3 

When His children were dying 
And lost in their sin 
My God died and He rose again 
And I've been rejoicing 
Since He took my blame 
I thank You Jesus 
Praise Your name 

Chorus 2 

Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is God supreme 
Great is the Lord Almighty 
He is Lord 
He is God indeed 
Great is the Lord 
Great is the Lord 

 



Please be seated 
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES    Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr. 
 
Please Stand 
 

  We Respond to God’s Word    
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
THE OFFERING       
 
 Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our 
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. 
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the 
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for 
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer 
our offerings and tithes. 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  LBW #564 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
Bountiful God, we come with our offerings in response to your love. With the new life in 
Christ, we give ourselves in service to others.  With the energy bestowed by the Spirit, 



we seek to inflame all your people with a zeal for your way. Receive the work we do 
and the gifts we bring, that they may become a blessing in your sight.  In Jesus name.  
Amen.   

 
  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is with joy and thanksgiving that we come to the table and celebrate the sacrament of 
Christ’s presence – then, now, and at His return in glory when the kingdom will be fully 
realized. May this common bread and this fruit of the vine serve as reminders of His broken 
body and spilled blood. May the elements and the words we share at this moment strengthen 
us for the journey ahead. We need Christ’s presence as revealed in his mercy and grace. We 
are so thankful to God for it is His great pleasure to give us the kingdom. In this sacrament we 
experience that truth. And so we join with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, as 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
THE WORDS OF JESUS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.  Come to the banquet. 
 
Please be seated 
 



LAMB OF GOD 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN        At the Cross 

I know a place a wonderful place 
Where accused and condemned 
Find mercy and grace 
Where the wrongs we have done 
And the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with Him  
There on the cross 

I know a place a wonderful place 
Where accused and condemned 
Find mercy and grace 
Where the wrongs we have done 
And the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with Him  
There on the cross   

Chorus 1 

(Men) At the cross  
(Women) at the cross                                                                                                                    
(ALL) He died for our sin 
(Men) At the cross                                                                                                                                     
(Women) at the cross 
(ALL) He gave us life again 

I know a place a wonderful place 
Where accused and condemned 
Find mercy and grace 
Where the wrongs we have done 
And the wrongs done to us 
Were nailed there with You 
There on the cross 

Chorus 2 

(Men) At the cross                                                                                                                                        
(Women) at the cross 
(ALL) You died for our sin 
(Men) At the cross                                                                                                                                         
(Women) at the cross 
(ALL) You gave us life again 

 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 



P:  May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ provide strengthen 
you in the future as you live in the promises of God. 

C:  Amen. 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P:     Go forth in joy and make disciples and teach them the truth of God’s Word.   

Remember, the Lord is with you always, even to the end of the age. 
ALL: Amen!   

  We Depart in Peace   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN     “How Great Thou Art” LBW 532 Bb 4 

 



 



 
 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
 
 
Worship Volunteers  
 

 

This Week, August 7th   9:30 am Pastor Richard 
Blue 

Next Week, Aug 14th     9:30 a.m.   Pastor Richard Blue 

Assisting Minister Tracy Guffey Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  Maggie Bode Lector  June Gries 

Ushers  Jim Jackson 
Deb Jackson 

Ushers  Sheila Bryan 
John Browder 

Greeters Jeanette Berkshire 
Alan Berkshire 

Greeters June Gries 
Ron Westerfeld 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Communion Assistant Tina Beck 

Acolyte Luke Stearns Acolyte Andrew Turner 

Sound Technician Dan Ivers Sound Technician Ron Kissell 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Video Technician Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker June Gries Bread Baker June Gries 

Children’s Sermon Tracy Guffey Children’s Sermon  

Counters (Monday) 

 

Ron Westerfeld 
Marcia Westerfeld 
 

Counters (Monday) 

 

Maggie Bode 
Cindy Gregory 

    


