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Lutheran Church
1741 S State Street
Greenfield Indiana 46140
The mission statement of our congregation is:
To bring people to Christ,
encouraging relationships with Him and others.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
What Disciples Do
September 25, 2022

Meditation: We can trust God in all circumstances and with all aspects of our lives. In the
midst of enemy occupation and on the brink of exile, the prophet Jeremiah trusts that God has
a promising future for the Hebrew people and their homeland. A seemingly irrational act in
enemy-occupied territory, Jeremiah buys the deed to a piece of property as a statement of
radical trust in God. Psalm 91 is a litany of trust in the face of dangers, a trust answered by
God’s own words of reassurance. Timothy reminds us that even in settled times, wealth and
status, rather than war and physical danger, often lure us away from placing our faith in God.
Luke emphasizes this point through the caricature of a rich man who does not trust God. The
unnamed rich man is so wrapped up in his status and wealth that even in the torment of death,
he still is trying to take charge of his life and of God. Trusting in God, we find the peace that
passes all understanding and the strength to heed Christ’s call.

Today’s chancel flowers are given in celebration of Jerry’s birthday by Cindy
Gregory.
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church
The mission statement of our congregation is:
To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others.
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr., Pastor
TO ALL GUESTS…
• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being
touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate. And
please come again!!
• PARTICIPATE
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video
screen for your convenience. Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.
o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship
service.
o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can
be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page.
• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his
body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the
altar rail. If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know.
• NEED ASSISTANCE?
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the
loudspeaker system.
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews.
Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you.

PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please Stand
 We Lift Our Hearts in Worship 
INVOCATION AND PRAYER
P: In the name of the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19)
C: Amen.
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
C: Triune God, You call us to trust You

in every circumstance of our lives,
Yet far too often, we do not.
In times of oppression and strife,
we lose hope in our future.
When enduring natural disasters,
suffering illness, or facing death,
We often grow bitter and forget Your love.
Stripped of the idols of our wealth and status,
We try in vain to control our lives.
Eager to be powerful and successful,
we wander away from you,
Falling into the pain of addiction, greed and blind ambition.
Absorbed by our wants and desires,
We are blind to those around us who need our care.
Forgive us, O God.
Forgive our despair, our bitterness, and our fear.
Turn our hearts to You,
That we may taste fullness of life
And trust Your promised salvation.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P: God’s loving presence never abandons us,

Not even when we abandon God.
God delivers those who seek and love the Lord.

All we have to do is call, and God answers us.
God answers us with rescue and honor,
Forgiveness and mercy, life and salvation.
C: Amen

OPENING HYMN

Gather Us In ELW 532

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 91)

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:

Those who love God,
God will deliver.
Those who know God by name,
God will protect.
Those who call out to God,
God will answer.
We gather this morning, As those who trust God.

OPENING PRAYER (Jeremiah 32, Psalm 91, Timothy 6)
L:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
L:
Almighty God,
You create, redeem and sustain us,
Every moment of our lives.
In You we place our trust.
When we face illness, conflict and fear,
You are our steadfast protector.
When we suffer setback and loss,
You restore us through Your love.
When our lives prosper and we are comfortable,
You move us to share our blessings with others.
In times of hardship and plenty,
You alone are the source of the life that really is life.
Holy God, in love and trust,
We live the power of Your resurrection,
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

C:

Amen.

Please be seated
Receiving of New Members
 We Hear God’s Word 
[Read aloud both the introduction and Scripture]
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 32:1-3, 6-15 (page 680-681 in pew bible)

321 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord in the tenth year of Zedekiah
king of Judah, which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.
2
The army of the king of Babylon was then besieging Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the
prophet was confined in the courtyard of the guard in the royal palace of Judah.3 Now

Zedekiah king of Judah had imprisoned him there, saying, “Why do you prophesy as
you do? You say, “This is what the Lord says: I am about to give this city into the
hands of the king of Babylon, and he will capture it”.
6
Jeremiah said, “The word of the Lord came to me: 7 Jeremiah said, “The word of the
Lord came to me: Hanamel son of Shallum your uncle is going to come to you and
say, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth, because as nearest relative it is your right and duty to
buy it.’ 8 “Then, just as the Lord had said, my cousin Hanamel came to me in the
courtyard of the guard and said, ‘Buy my field at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin.
Since it is your right to redeem it and possess it, but it for yourself.’ I knew that this
was the word of the Lord; 9 so I bought the field at Anathoth from my cousin Hanamel
and weighed out for him seventeen shekels of silver. 10 I signed and sealed the deed,
had it witnessed, and weighed out the silver on the scales. 11 I took the deed of
purchase- the sealed copy containing the terms and conditions, as well as the
unsealed copy- 12 and I gave this deed to Baruch son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah,
in the presence of my cousin Hanamel and of the witnesses who had signed the deed
and of all the Jews sitting in the courtyard of the guard. 13 “In their presence I gave
Baruch these instructions: 14 ‘This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says:
Take these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of purchase,
an put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time. 15 For this is what the Lord
Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and vineyards will again be bought
into this land.’

P: The Word of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please Stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

“Great is Thy Faithfulness”

Great is Thy faithfulness,
Great is Thy faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies I see!
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided,
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me."

THE HOLY GOSPEL
The Parable of the Shrewd Manager

Luke 16:1-13 (page 899 in pew bible)

16 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of
wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear
about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager
any longer.’
3
“The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job.
I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that,
when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5
“So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do
you owe my master?’
6
“‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take your
bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’ 7 “Then he asked the second,
‘And how much do you owe?’
“A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,’ he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it
eight hundred.’
8
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For
the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the
people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that
when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever
is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you
have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of
your own?
13
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or
you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and
money.
P: The Word of God for the people of God.
C: Thanks be to God.
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES
Please stand

John Browder

THE MESSAGE HYMN

Please be seated

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life ELW 719

MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES

Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr.

Please Stand
 We Respond to God’s Word 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
The Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again; He
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Please be seated
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE

THE OFFERING
Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you.
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer
our offerings and tithes.
Please Stand

THE OFFERING RESPONSE
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him, all creatures here below.
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host.
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

THE OFFERING PRAYER

(1 Timothy 6)

Beloved God,
who richly provides for our needs and enjoyment,
thank you for your many gifts.
You have trusted us with our lives, with this world,
and with your love.
May the gifts we offer you today
be used for your service and your glory.
Help us store up for ourselves
the treasure of a good foundation for the future,
that we may take hold of the life
that really is life.
We offer these gifts,
trusting in our savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

 We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also, with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is a right and good thing to give our thanks and praise to God,
who made heaven and earth and all that is in it.
God commanded humankind
to have dominion over the earth,
to produce from its bounty a life of sharing and community,
that all may find a saving relationship with God.
Through our sin, we have defiled the earth, and threaten our own existence with ruin.
Through our greed, ignorance, and hate, we have defiled God’s gifts to us,
Yet, through it all, God’s love never failed, even to the point of sending Jesus Christ
to be our new life and salvation. By delivering us from captivity to sin,
God has remained faithful to us, tempering anger with grace and mercy.
And so, with Your people on earth, and all the company of heaven,
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn, saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF JESUS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
C:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The bread is ready, the cup is filled, the table is set.
Let all who are hungry for the love of God, come and be fed.
Let all who are thirsty for new life, come and share the cup.
Let all who want to follow Jesus, come and join the feast.
Please be seated
LAMB OF GOD
THE DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION HYMN

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712

THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL
P: May the true body and blood of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, make us
strong, filling us with His peace.
C: We have come as guests invited to
His banquet, not because we are
worthy, but because He is love.
Amen.
THE BENEDICTION

(Psalm 91, 1 Timothy 6)

P: Pursue righteousness, godliness,

faith, love, endurance, and gentleness.
Live boldly, trusting God with everything you are
and everything you have.
Take hold of the life to which God calls you.
Go forth, rejoicing in God.
Thanks be to God!
C:

Amen.
 We Depart in Peace 

THE CLOSING HYMN

Canticle of the Turning ELW 723

THE DISMISSAL

Worship Volunteers
This Week, September 25

9:30 am Pastor Richard
Blue

Next Week, October 2

9:30 a.m. Pastor Richard Blue

Assisting Minister
Lector
Ushers

Ron Westerfeld
Marieta Boone
Linda Hess
Wanda Stephens-Wooten
Liz Clark
Terry Clark
Diana Clements-Scott
Tina Beck
Darrel Turner
Dan Ivers
Neal Guffey
Kenya Ostermeier
Carol Hudson

Assisting Minister
Lector
Ushers

Tracy Guffey
Maggie Bode
Jim Jackson
Deb Jackson
Jeanette Berkshire
Alan Berkshire
Diana Clements-Scott
Karen Bell
Luke Stearns
Ronald Kissell
Neal Guffey
Karen Bell
Marieta Boone

Greeters
Altar Guild
Communion Assistant
Acolyte
Sound Technician
Video Technician
Bread Baker
Women’s Bible Study
Snacks
Children’s Sermon
Counters (Monday)

John Browder
Ron Westerfeld
Marsha Westerfeld

Greeters
Altar Guild
Communion Assistant
Acolyte
Sound Technician
Video Technician
Bread Baker
Women’s Bible Study
Snacks
Children’s Sermon
Counters (Monday)

John Browder
Christian Gries
Phil Miller

