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Meditation:  Here is your invitation. 
Unplug in this moment from daily life: from display screens and overload, 
from earphones and isolation. Reconnect to visions and dreams: 
Meadows and pastures, hills and valleys, mountains, and seas. 
Reconnect to the bounty of God. Be glad and rejoice in God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s chancel flowers are given for the Glory of God. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr., Pastor 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 

• THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 
touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill 
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate.  And 
please come again!! 

 

• PARTICIPATE 
o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video 

screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.  
o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship 

service.  
o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can 

be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page. 
 

• COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his 
body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the 
altar rail.  If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know. 

 

• NEED ASSISTANCE?  
o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 

loudspeaker system. 
o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 

Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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PRELUDE             
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 

 
  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship    

 
INVOCATION AND PRAYER  
P: In the name of the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19) 
 
C: Amen.  
 
P:  Men and women, old and young, see God’s visions, dream God’s dreams. 
Young and old, women and men, feel the Spirit fall like rain. 
People everywhere on earth, join creation, shout for joy: 
Praise is due You, O God, for all that You do, 
for all that you have done, for all that You promise to do. 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  
  
C: Creator God, we confess this day to engaging in habits 
that diminish the bounty of Your creation. 
Not satisfied with the goodness of Your holy temple, 
Your seas and mountains, Your rain and soil,  
we have fashioned a system of sustenance that seems good to us, 
but cannot be sustained. Be merciful to us, for we have sinned. 
Answer us with awesome deeds of deliverance, O Hope of the Earth. 
Give us vision and a prophetic spirit. Renew our vocation, 
as stewards of Your creation. Amen. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
P:  Do not lose heart. Those who humbly admit their sins find favor with God. 
For God answers prayer and forgives transgression. 
Believe this good news:  We are forgiven and freed to newness of life. 
 
 
C: Amen 
 
 
 



 
OPENING HYMN   “Blessed Assurance”  ELW 638 

 
         
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: Praise is due to You, O God, O You who answer prayer. 
C: Happy are those who live in Your courts— 
those who are satisfied with the goodness 
of Your house and Your holy temple. 
L: You are the hope of all things, Holy One, 



from the ends of the earth to the farthest seas. 
C: You make the gateways of the evening 
and the morning shout for joy. 
L: Rejoice in God, O people, and be glad. 
C: Let us shout and sing together for joy. 
 
OPENING PRAYER  

P:  God of all generations, as we approach Reformation Sunday, 
we remember mothers and fathers in the faith who took bold steps in new 
directions to re-form your church. Pour out Your spirit upon us, 
that we too may dream dreams, see visions, and view the whole created 
order as Your bountiful temple. 
With responsibility and joy, we pledge ourselves to renew this temple, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
   
 
Please be seated 
 

  We Hear God’s Word    

 

FIRST READING      Joel 2:23-32, page 782-783 in pew bible 
23 Be glad, people of Zion, 
    rejoice in the LORD your God, 
for he has given you the autumn rains 
    because he is faithful. 
He sends you abundant showers, 
    both autumn and spring rains, as before. 
24 The threshing floors will be filled with grain; 
    the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 
25 “I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten— 
    the great locust and the young locust, 
    the other locusts and the locust swarm[a]— 
my great army that I sent among you. 
26 You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, 
    and you will praise the name of the LORD your God, 
    who has worked wonders for you; 
never again will my people be shamed. 
27 Then you will know that I am in Israel, 
    that I am the LORD your God, 
    and that there is no other; 
never again will my people be shamed. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOEL+2%3A+22-32&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22337a


The Day of the LORD 

28 “And afterward, 
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
    your old men will dream dreams, 
    your young men will see visions. 
29 Even on my servants, both men and women, 
    I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
30 I will show wonders in the heavens 
    and on the earth, 
    blood and fire and billows of smoke. 
31 The sun will be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood 
    before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 
32 And everyone who calls 
    on the name of the LORD will be saved; 
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
    there will be deliverance, 
    as the LORD has said, 
even among the survivors 
    whom the LORD calls. 
 
 
P:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Great is Thy Faithfulness”   

 
Great is Thy faithfulness,  
Great is Thy faithfulness,  
Morning by morning new mercies I see!  
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided,  
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me." 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 18:9-14 Page 901 in pew bible 

The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 



‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but 
beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 

P:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
          
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES    Amanda Blue 
   
Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE MESSAGE HYMN  “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”  ELW 596  

 
 

 
 



Please be seated 
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES    Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr. 
 
Please Stand 

 
  We Respond to God’s Word    

 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      The Apostles Creed 
C:   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again; He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 
THE OFFERING       
 
 Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our 
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. 
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the 
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for 
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer 
our offerings and tithes. 
 
Please Stand 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE       Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 



 
THE OFFERING PRAYER  

P:  Whatever challenges we face, O God, 
we have also known Your many blessings— 
threshing floors full of grain, vats overflowing with wine and oil. 
Accept these gifts as tokens of our thankfulness, 
that they may be used to prophesy in Your spirit   
and to share Your bounty with those in need. 
Amen. 

 
  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 
 
As you come forward for communion, please place your yellow Commitment Card in 
the baskets. 
 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also, with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is a right and good thing to give our thanks and praise to God, 
who made heaven and earth and all that is in it. 
God commanded humankind to have dominion over the earth, 
to produce from its bounty a life of sharing and community, 
that all may find a saving relationship with God. 
Through our sin, we have defiled the earth, and threaten our own existence with ruin. 
Through our greed, ignorance, and hate, we have defiled God’s gifts to us, 
Yet, through it all, God’s love never failed, even to the point of sending Jesus Christ 
to be our new life and salvation. By delivering us from captivity to sin, 
God has remained faithful to us, tempering anger with grace and mercy. 
And so, with Your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, 
we praise Your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
THE WORDS OF JESUS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 



P:  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P:  The bread is ready, the cup is filled, the table is set. 
Let all who are hungry for the love of God, come and be fed. 
Let all who are thirsty for new life, come and share the cup. 
Let all who want to follow Jesus, come and join the feast. 
 
Please be seated 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYNM   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”  ELW 631

  
  



Remain Standing 
 
 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
P: May the true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, make us strong, 

filling us with His peace.      
 
C: We have come as guests invited to His banquet, not because we are worthy, 

but because He is love.  Amen.           
  
THE BENEDICTION  
P:  Breathe in the words of the psalmist:  
“The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain,  
they shout and sing together for joy.” 
Let these words fill you as you go forth,  inspiring you to do no less. 
Dream dreams, see visions, renew God’s temple,  God’s church, God’s earth. 
Go in peace. 
C: Amen.   
 

  We Depart in Peace   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE CLOSING HYMN   “I Know that my Redeemer Lives”  ELW 619 
Verses 1, 2, 3 and 8 
 

 



  
THE DISMISSAL 
 
 
Worship Volunteers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week, October 23 9:30 am Pastor Richard 

Blue 

Next Week, October 30 9:30 a.m.   Pastor Richard Blue 

Assisting Minister Debbie Mowrey Assisting Minister Christian Gries 

Lector  Dawn Hahm Lector  June Gries 

Ushers  Linda Hess 

Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Ushers  Sheila Bryan 

John Browder 

Greeters Liz Clark 

Terry Clark 

Greeters Tom Fisher 

Nancy Fisher 

Altar Guild  Karen Bell Altar Guild  Karen Bell 

Communion Assistant June Gries Communion Assistant June Gries 

Acolyte Darrel Turner Acolyte Andrew Turner 

Sound Technician Dan Ivers Sound Technician Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Video Technician Ronald Kissell 

Bread Baker Karen Bell Bread Baker Karen Bell 

Women’s Bible Study 

Snacks 

June Gries Women’s Bible Study 

Snacks 

Carol Hudson 

Children’s Sermon Amanda Blue Children’s Sermon John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 

 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 

Counters (Monday) 

 

Cindy Gregory 

Carol Hudson 


