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NEW YEARS DAY 
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Meditation:  Father God, no more new year, new me.   Allow it all to be about 
You.  Because of Jesus, we are new people.  Keep our hearts focused on the 
gift of Your Son all year long and allow the spirit of the Christmas season to 
continue on through us every day this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue, Jr. 

Diane Witte, interim organist 
 

TO ALL GUESTS…  
 
● THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 

touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill 
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate.  And 
please come again!! 

 
● PARTICIPATE 

o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video 
screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.  

o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can 
be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page. 

 
● COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his 

body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the 
altar rail.  If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know. 

 
● NEED ASSISTANCE?  

o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 
loudspeaker system. 

o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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PRELUDE             
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please Stand 

 
  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship    

 
INVOCATION AND PRAYER  
P: In the name of the Father, the Son (+), and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19) 
 
C: Amen.  
 
P:  Blessed Lord, into our darkness you have brought the Light of your love. You have 
given to us a reminder of the many ways in which you care for us and guide us. This 
has been a hectic time for so many of us. We have invested ourselves, our energies, 
and our resources in a flurry of activities; and now we are coming to the end of this 
calendar year, with a new year in view, and we wonder how we are going to have the 
energy that the new year will demand. Help us place our trust and our lives in your 
care. As Joseph listened to the angel telling him to follow, help us follow you in all our 
ways. Give us strength and courage for the times ahead. Let love be the foundation 
from which all our actions spring. Bless and keep us in your care, for we ask this in 
Jesus’ Name, AMEN. 
 
BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:  
  
C: We come to you this day, gracious Lord, exhausted from all the activities of the 
season. It seems that we spend so much energy, time, and resources in preparation, 
and then when it is over, we collapse. We wonder what happened to all the enthusiasm 
we had. Lord, forgive us for placing our energies in getting and gathering. Give us 
peace and strength to renew our commitment to you. Remind us again to look around 
at the many ways in which we can be of service to you by serving others. Help us 
move forward in our compassion and not collapse in our witness. Heal us, merciful 
Lord, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
 
P: Though the world swirls around you and exhaustion threatens to overtake you, rest 
your spirits in the great God of all creation who is with you now and forever! God will 
give you strength and restore your spirits. AMEN.  
 
C: Amen 
 



OPENING HYMN   “Good Christian Friends Rejoice” LBW 55 
 
Good Christian friends rejoice  
With heart and soul and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ is born today; 
Ox and ass before him bow,  
And he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today!  Christ is born today! 
 
Good Christian friends rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bless: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven’s door,  
And we are blest forever more. 
Christ was born for this!  Christ was born for this! 
 
Good Christian friends, rejoice 
With heart and soul and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave; 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all  
To gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 
 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: Let your praise of God sound to the heavens! 
P: We shout the good news of God’s mighty love! 
L: Let all the stars, the sun, the moon sing praise to God! 
P: The Universe that God created sings its praise! 
L: Praise the Lord! 
P: Hallelujah! AMEN. 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
P:  God of hope and light, your good news has been emblazoned across the skies, the 
great starry night of Jesus’ birth, sung by angels, celebrated by shepherds, witnessed 
by animals. You have given to us a new chance, a reminder of your continual love for 
us. Be with us in this worship, we pray. Guide our thoughts, our lives, our spirits. Heal 
and restore us. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
   
 
Please be seated 



 
  We Hear God’s Word   

 

FIRST READING    Numbers 6: 22-27 (page 118 in pew bible) 
 
The Lord said to Moses, “Tell Aaron and his sons, “This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites.  Say to them: 
 
“’”The Lord bless you and keep you; 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
The Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 
“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 
P:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia”   

 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

   

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Luke 2: 15-21 (pew bible page 880) 

The Birth of Jesus 

 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was names Jesus, 
the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 



    
P:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
          
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES   Tracy Guffey 
   
Please stand 
 
 
THE MESSAGE HYMN “From Heaven Above”  LBW  51 
 
From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bring good news to ev’ryone!   
Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To all the world, and gladly sing: 
 
To you this night is born a child 
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This newborn child of lowly birth 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 
This is the Christ, God’s Son most high,  
Who hers your sad and bitter cry; 
He will himself your Savior be 
And from all sin will set you free. 
 
The blessing which the Father planned 
The Son holds in his infant hand, 
That in his kingdom, bright and fair, 
You may with us his glory share. 
 
 
Please be seated 
 
MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES    Rev. Dr. Richard Blue Jr. 
 
Please Stand 

 
  We Respond to God’s Word    

 
 
 
 



THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 
THE OFFERING       
 
 Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our 
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. 
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the 
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for 
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer 
our offerings and tithes. 
 
Please Stand 
 
HYMN      “O God, Our Help In Ages Past”  LBW 320 
 
O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 
 
Under the shadow of your throne Your saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is your arm alone, And our defense is sure. 
 
Before the hills in order stood Or earth received its frame, 
From everlasting you are God, To endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in your sight Are like an evening gone, 



Short as the watch that ends the night Before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream Dies at the op’ning day. 
 
O Go, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 
Still be our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE       Doxology 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise Him, all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
THE OFFERING PRAYER  
P:   Almighty, Creator God, we humbly bring our gifts to you this day. On Calvary’s 
cross, your son redefined for the world what it meant to rule, what it meant to be a king. 
In his life, teaching and interacting with people, Jesus redefined what it means to give 
in a way that pleases God. May we in this season live and give in a way that reflects 
the reign over us and the one who lives within us. In the exalted name of Christ, we 
pray. Amen. (Luke 23:33-43) 
 
 

  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper    
Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 
 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to You, 
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image, and 
breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, Your 
love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our 
sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets. And so, with Your people on 



earth and all the company of heaven we praise Your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
P: Holy are You, and blessed is Your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed Him to 
preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to announce that the time 
had come when You would save Your people. He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and 
ate with sinners. 
 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water 
and the spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be with us always, in 
the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

 

 
THE WORDS OF JESUS 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P:  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 
 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and  
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.   
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P: And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
We believe as your word tells us that this is the body and blood of Christ, may we be 
for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. By your Spirit makes us one 
with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes 



in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty Father now and forever. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
P: All who would come to Christ are invited to come to His table. 
 
Please be seated 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMN   “From Heaven Above”  LBW 268 

 
Remain Standing 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
 
P: Almighty Creator, you began a season of faith when you called us to be your 
beloved children. That season continues in the turning of the years that we spend 
serving our Lord Jesus Christ. Through this table may we be sanctified to continue to 
work in this world through a Spirit-filled life of growth and fulfillment until Christ comes 
again in his glory. Through every season of each year help us be your people, building 
your Kingdom.  
 
All: Amen. 
  
THE BENEDICTION  
 
P: Though the days increase in their darkness, the Lord of light and love reigns 
supreme. May the power of God’s love be in your hearts and reflected in your lives 
now and always .Amen  
 

All: Amen.   



 
  We Depart in Peace   

 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN   “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”  LBW  328 
 
All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem And crown him Lord of all. 
 
Crown him, you martyrs of our God, Who from his altar call; 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown him Lord of all. 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod And crown him Lord of all. 
 
O seed of Israel’s chosen race now ransomed from the fall, 
Hail him who saves you by his grace And crown him Lord of all. 
Hail him who saves you by his grace And crown him Lord of all. 
 
Hail him, you heirs of David’s line, Whom David Lord did call 
The God Incarnate, man divine And crown him Lord of all. 
The God Incarnate, man divine And crown him Lord of all. 
 
 
  
THE DISMISSAL 
 
P: Go in Peace and Share the Good News of Jesus!  
 
C: Thanks be to God!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship Volunteer 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Year’s Day Sunday 

1/1/2023 

 

 
 
 
Sunday 1/8/2023 
 

Assisting Minister Tracey Guffey Joan Shaw 

Lector  Maggie Bode John Shaw 

Ushers  Jim Jackson 

Deb Jackson 

Sheila Bryan 

John Browder 

Greeters Alan & Jeanette Berkshire June Gries  

Ron Westerfeld 

Altar Guild  Diana Clements-Scott Diana Clements-Scott 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell June Gries 

Acolyte Luke Stearns Darrell Turner 

Sound Technician Ronald Kissell Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Neal Guffey Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Jane Hale Jane Hale 

Women’s Bible Study 

Snacks 

No Women’s Bible Study 

1/2/23 

Marieta Boone 1/9/23 

Slide Creators Sophia Stearns Bill & Sherry Coomes 

Children’s Sermon Tracey Guffey John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 

 
Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 

Ron Westerfeld 

Marsha Westerfeld 

 


