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Meditation:  Today’s readings challenge us to choose life. As the church, we are 
called to focus on what God’s kingdom requires, what it blesses, and how the 
worshiping community is to live out its distinct calling to be the body of Christ. Moses 
reminds the people of their covenant to worship God alone and to walk in the ways of 
the Lord. Paul helps the congregation at Corinth to understand and reframe its views of 
leadership, particularly in relation to understanding the gift of growth that comes 
through the power of the Spirit. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus begins to move his 
followers from their assumptions about the ways of God: “You have heard that it was 
said. . .” to the ways of the gospel: “but I say to you. . . .” The teachings of 
Jesus confront us with choices, each carrying its own unique consequences. Jesus 
calls us to choose the practices that will bring God glory and honor. 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s flowers are given for the Glory of God. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue, Jr. 

Pastor 
 

TO ALL GUESTS…  
 
● THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 

touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill 
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate.  And 
please come again!! 

 
● PARTICIPATE 

o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video 
screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.  

o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can 
be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page. 

 
● COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his 

body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the 
altar rail.  If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know. 

 
● NEED ASSISTANCE?  

o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 
loudspeaker system. 

o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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PRELUDE           
           
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     John Browder 
 
 
Please Stand 

✝  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship  ✝  

 

INVOCATION AND PRAYER    

P: O God, send your Spirit upon us and light our path, 
that we may travel the road you have prepared for us. 
Having heard your scriptures proclaimed, and your word revealed, 
enable our hearts and minds to more fully understand 
your goodness and your grace. Help us break free from ideas that no longer bring life, 
that we may embrace the life-giving work of your Spirit. 
Challenge us to forsake paths that ask little of us, 
and help us resist the evils and temptations of this world, 
that we may truly follow the way of kingdom living. Amen. 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

(Deuteronomy 30, 1 Corinthians 3) 
C:  Loving God, you call us to walk in your ways, 
observe your commandments, and love you as you have loved us. 
You offer us a community of abundant blessing, 
with rich soil to promote dynamic growth. 
Yet we often turn away from you to satisfy our own wants and desires. 
We forsake the way of love and forgiveness, giving in to petty jealousies and 
quarreling, 
and surrendering our lofty ideals to our baser inclinations. 
Forgive us, O God. When we flee from your embrace, 
draw us into community with you and with one another. 
Shower us with the cleansing waters of humility, 
that we may reclaim our purpose and find nourishment and growth 
in labors of love to bring your kingdom in our midst. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE: 
P:  God is alive and at work nurturing our growth, 
nourishing our needs, and reconciling us 



to one another. 
God hears the confessions of our hearts 
and forgives generously, sharing love with all 
who follow in God’s ways. 
It is through God’s amazing grace that we are forgiven. 
And all God’s children respond: 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
OPENING HYMN     Come Down, O Love Divine ELW 804  
   

 
 



CALL TO WORSHIP      (Psalm 119) 
L: Happy are those who walk in God’s ways. 
C: Blessed are those who observe God’s commandments. 
L: Faithful are those whose eyes are fixed on righteousness. 
C: Joyful are those whose hearts are filled with praise. 
L: Come, let us love the Lord our God. 
C: We come to worship the One who leads us in the ways of life. 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER    (Deuteronomy 30, Matthew 5) 
 
Holy Spirit, guide us as we walk in faith, 
and guard us against the powers 
that would draw us away from your love. 
Help us live according to your commandments, 
that we might live long in the land 
you have prepared for us. 
Prompt us to seek you with our whole heart 
and guide us to walk in your ways, 
that we may carry out the vows 
of the covenant we share. 
May our words and deeds 
bring life and faith to others, 
as we hold fast to the gift of faith. 
Be near us each and every day, 
and bless us with your light, 
that our days may be filled with grace. Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 

✝  We Hear God’s Word  ✝ 

 
FIRST READING   Deuteronomy 30:15-20 (page 175 in your pew bible) 
15 See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 16 For I 
command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to 
keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and 
the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to 
bow down to other gods and worship them, 18 I declare to you this day that you will 
certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to 
enter and possess. 
19 This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set 
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your 



children may live 20 and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and 
hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the 
land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
P:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     “Alleluia”   

 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

   
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL     Matthew 5:21-26 (Page 830 in pew bible) 

Murder 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder,[a] and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is 
angry with a brother or sister[b][c] will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says 
to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’[d] is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. 

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. 

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you 
are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly 
I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord  
 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Be Seated 
          
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES   Alison LaFlower 
   
Please stand 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A21-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23256a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A21-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A21-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Matthew+5%3A21-27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23257d


 
HYMN OF THE DAY     Softly and Tenderly ELW 608 

 
 
Please be seated 



 
MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES    Rev. Dr. Richard Blue 
 
Please Stand 

 

✝  We Respond to God’s Word  ✝  

 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE OFFERING       
 
 Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through our 
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. 
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the 
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for 
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer 
our offerings and tithes. 
 
Please Stand 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC-       
 
 
THE OFFERING RESPONSE     Let the Vineyards be Fruitful 
 

Let the vineyard be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 



Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,  
that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer. 
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 
THE OFFERING PRAYER  
 

P: Gracious God, as we present these offerings, 
may we be reminded of the many blessings you have shared with us as 
individuals, and as a community of believers. 
You have fed us with the milk of your grace, and have nurtured us with a 
love that knows no limits or boundaries. 
May our sharing this day reveal our priorities and our promises, 
for we belong to you and offer you our gifts, that they may be used 
in mission and in ministry to bring glory to you, our Creator, 
Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 
 

✝  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper  ✝  

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Pastor: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to 
give You thanks, almighty and eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For in Him you have made known to us the mystery of Your will according to Your 
good pleasure, to re-create all things in Christ. In Him, You have made known to us the 
secret of Your counsel, to gather up all things in Him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 
 
In Him You were pleased to restore the unity of all in one, both things on earth and 
things in heaven. 
 
And so, with all the angels and saints we proclaim Your glory, as with one voice we 
sing: 
 
 



 
Sanctus 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Words of Jesus 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
In the same way after supper, saying, "This cup is the new testament in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 
 

Invitation  
P: As we gather at the Lord’s table, all are welcome. Having a common purpose, we 
receive growth from the love of God, and nurture and nourishment from the body 
and blood of Christ Jesus. At this table, we are redeemed by God, reconciled to one 
another, and called to labor in God’s fields, where love and forgiveness are sown. 
The table is ready; the meal is prepared. Come, be fed, and savor the feast of the Lord! 
 
Communion 
 
Please be seated 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
Please Stand 



 
COMMUNION HYMN     One Bread One Body ELW 496
 

 
       
 
Remain Standing 
 



THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
 
Pastor: Let us pray to Almighty God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which 
you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may go forth in the power of your love, 
serve you in our daily life and bear witness to your goodness in the world. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 
All: Amen. 
  
THE BENEDICTION  
 
P: As we journey out into the world, 
may each of us walk in the light of God’s ways, 
striving to be blameless and just. 
May our hearts be vessels of God’s love 
and may the Lord bless us in the land 
that we are entering. 
Hold fast. Do not be led astray, 
and may the love of God 
be yours this day and forevermore. 
Go now in peace. Amen. 
 
All: Amen.   
 

✝  We Depart in Peace  ✝ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN    Go My Children With My Blessing ELW 543  

 



 
  
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 



Worship Volunteer 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Sunday 2/12/2023 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 2/19/23 

Assisting Minister Joan Shaw Debbie Mowrey 

Lector  Alison LaFlower Christian Gries 

Ushers  Linda Hess 

Wanda Stephens-Wooten 

Tracy Guffey & Neal 

Guffey 

Greeters June Gries 

Donna Matsuoka 

 

John Shaw 

Joan Shaw 

Altar Guild  Karen Bell Karen Bell 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Tina Beck 

Acolyte Darrell Turner Benjamin Black 

Sound Technician Dan Ivers Ronald Kissell 

Video Technician Neal Guffey Neal Guffey 

Bread Baker June Gries Karen Bell 

Women’s Bible Study 

Snacks 

Liz Clark (Feb 13)  June Gries(Feb 20) 

Slide Creators Richard Bell John Browder & Phil Miller 

Children’s Sermon Alison LaFlower John Browder 

Counters (Monday) 

 
Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 

 


