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Meditation:  A crucial aspect of the Lenten journey is the invitation to make a choice. 
First, we must choose whether or not to even participate in this journey. Ash 
Wednesday gives us the opportunity to say yes to that choice. But the decisions don’t 
end there! The Lent 1 readings outline the choices we are confronted with when 
temptation knocks on the door. And the Lent 2 readings present the choice 
between blessing and curse. In the very short Genesis passage, Abram makes the 
choice look easy, but the psalmist reminds us that we constantly look for blessings in 
the wrong places. Even when God’s own Son shows us the way to salvation, like 
Nicodemus before us, we have trouble choosing to accept the blessing offered. What 
choice will we make today? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Today’s flowers are given in memory of Leonard Meyer by Debbie Mowrey and 
memory of Jim Ostermeier by Debby Brooks. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

1741 S. State Street 
Greenfield, IN 46140 
Phone: 317-462-7340 

Email: office@stjamesnalc.org 
                                

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church  
The mission statement of our congregation is: 

To bring people to Christ, encouraging relationships with Him and others. 
 

 

 
Rev. Dr. Richard Blue, Jr.  Pastor 

 
TO ALL GUESTS…  
 
● THANKS for joining us for worship today. We hope your experience will be one of being 

touched by God and of being enriched through our experience of fellowship. Please fill 
out the Connection Card found in your bulletin and place in the offering plate.  And 
please come again!! 

 
● PARTICIPATE 

o The worship service is printed in the bulletin and can also be viewed on the video 
screen for your convenience.  Bulletins are emailed to all members each week.  

o Please turn off all cell phones and electronic devices during the worship 
service.  

o The service is streamed live and available online afterward on YouTube. Links can 
be found on the St. James website (www.stjamesnalc.org) and Facebook page. 

 
● COMMUNE — All baptized Christians who believe that Jesus Christ is present with his 

body and blood in the bread and wine are invited to receive Holy Communion at the Lord’s 
Table. The ushers will direct those receiving the sacrament down the center aisle to the 
altar rail.  If you require gluten free host, please let the servers know. 

 
● NEED ASSISTANCE?  

o Hearing devices are available for those who have trouble hearing through the 
loudspeaker system. 

o Hand sanitizer is available on the tables in the Narthex and in the pews. 
Please feel free to ask an Usher for assistance, they will be happy to help you. 
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PRELUDE           
           
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     John Browder 
 
 
Please Stand 

✝  We Lift Our Hearts in Worship  ✝  

 

INVOCATION AND PRAYER     

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

(Genesis 12, John 3) 

A: God of salvation, 
you shower our lives and our world with love, 
yet we too often turn away from your blessing. 
It is just so easy to complain! 
There are little annoyances each day, 
but they pile up into a mountainous burden 
that becomes a curse on our lives. 
Free us from our unwise choices, O God. 
When we are distracted and confused, 
redirect our attention to the abundant opportunities 
to experience your love. 
During this Lenten journey, focus our hearts on you, 
that we may choose the blessing of salvation 
offered us each day through Jesus Christ, 
in whom we pray. Amen. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:   (Genesis 12, John 3) 

P: God did not send Jesus into the world to condemn it, 
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Through the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
you are forgiven and blessed! 

Amen. 

 



 
OPENING HYMN  “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”  ELW 445 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP    (Genesis 12, Psalm 121, John 3) 

Assistant Minister:  Come, all who need help! 
Congregation:  Our help comes from God, 
the one who made heaven and earth. 
Assistant Minister:  Come, all who desire blessing! 
Congregation:  Our blessing comes from God, 
the God of Abraham, the God of the ages. 
Assistant Minister:  Come, all who long for salvation! 
Congregation:  Our salvation comes from Jesus Christ, 
the one sent by God to save the world. 
 
      



OPENING PRAYER  (Genesis 12, Psalm 121, John 3) 

Pastor:  God of the ages, 
we come into this holy space 
asking for your blessing, 
only to find that the abundance of your love 
is already around us. 
Open our eyes to see the blessing of your creation 
in the beauty all around us. 
Open our ears to hear the blessing of your word 
as it is proclaimed in story and song this day. 
Open our hearts to experience the blessing of faith 
through the gentle touch of a friend 
or the supportive smile of a stranger. 
And open our doors, 
that we may become vessels of your blessing 
to a world still in need of salvation. 
All this we pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 
Kyrie          ELW Page 203 

 
 
 
Please be seated 

 
✝  We Hear God’s Word  ✝ 



 
FIRST READING  Genesis 12:1-4 (pages 9-10 in your pew Bible) 

The Call of Abram 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 
    and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
    and you will be a blessing.[a] 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
    and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
    will be blessed through you.”[b] 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 

 
Pastor:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Gospel Acclamation”  ELW Page 205 

 
  

 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-4+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-301a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-4+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-302b


THE HOLY GOSPEL     John 3:1-17 (Page 913 in pew Bible) 

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the 
Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are 
doing if God were not with him.” 

3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 
are born again.[a]” 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 
they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit[b] gives 
birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You[c] must be born 
again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”[d] 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 
things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we 
have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of 
earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—
the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of 
Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”[g] 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of Our Lord  
 
Congregation:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Be Seated 
          
MESSAGE FOR OUR YOUNGER DISCIPLES   Alison LaFlower 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26124a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26127b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26128c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26129d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26134e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26135f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3%3A1-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26136g


   
Please stand 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY    “How Firm a Foundation”  ELW 796 
 

 
   

 
Please be seated 



 
MESSAGE FOR OUR OLDER DISCIPLES    Rev. Dr. Richard Blue 
 
Please Stand 

 

✝  We Respond to God’s Word  ✝  

 
 
THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 
 
Congregation:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
Please be seated 
 
THE OFFERING       
 
 Now we join with Christians all over the world in worshiping God through our 
giving of our financial resources. If you are a guest, please do not feel obligated to 
participate in the offering. Instead, we hope that we are able to give something to you. 
We welcome you to give only as your heart desires. For members and friends, the 
vision and ministry of St. James depends on your giving. We thank you in advance for 
your generosity. This time of offering is a significant act of worship, and we now offer 
our offerings and tithes. 
 
Please Stand 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC-  special music  
 
 
 
 



THE OFFERING RESPONSE     Doxology 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him all creatures here below. 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. 

 
 

THE OFFERING PRAYER    (Genesis 12, John 3) 

Pastor:  Generous God, 
you shower us with gifts, 
including the greatest gift of all, 
your own Son, Jesus Christ. 
In thanksgiving and praise, 
we offer you our time, our money, 
our very selves. 
In these actions, 
we proclaim our intention to be a blessing 
in your world. Amen. 

 

✝  We Celebrate the Lord’s Supper  ✝  

Here our Lord gives to us His own Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all our sins 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you 
Congregation: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
Congregation: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Pastor: It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to 
give you thanks, holy Father, through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. In these forty 
days you lead us into the desert of repentance that through a pilgrimage of prayer and 
discipline we may rediscover the grace of baptism and the joy of Easter. Through his 
fasting, prayer and acts of mercy, you have given us an example to follow as we strive 
to resist temptation and grow in holiness. 
 
And so, with all the angels and saints we proclaim Your glory, as with one voice we 
sing: 



 
Sanctus 
 
People: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Words of Jesus 
 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
In the same way after supper, saying, "This cup is the new testament in my blood. Do 
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 
 

Invitation  
 
Pastor: Dear friends in Christ, as we gather on this Second Sunday of Lent, we are 
reminded of God's great love for us and the sacrifice made by Jesus Christ on the 
cross. As we come to the table of the Lord, let us open our hearts to God's presence 
and offer ourselves anew in faith and love. 
 
I invite you now to come forward to receive the bread and cup of Holy Communion, the 
signs of God's love and grace. As you come forward, please bring with you all that 
weighs heavy on your hearts, all that you need to surrender to God, and all that you 
offer up in gratitude and thanksgiving. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
All: Almighty God, we thank you for this opportunity to come together and share 
in your holy sacrament. May we be nourished by the bread and cup we receive, 
and be filled with your Spirit as we go forth to serve you in the world. We ask this 
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Pastor:  Please come forward to receive the bread and cup, and return to your seats 
for a time of prayer and reflection. 
Communion    
 
 
Please be seated 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD 
 
Lamb of God, You bear the sin of all of the world away; 
You suffered death our lives to save: Have mercy now, we pray. 
 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
Please Stand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
COMMUNION HYMN     “What Wondrous Love Is This”  LBW 385 

 
 
Remain Standing 



 
THE BLESSING AFTER THE MEAL 
 
Pastor: Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for this holy sacrament of the 
body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. May the bread we have eaten and the cup 
we have shared be a sign of our unity in Christ and a source of nourishment for our 
journey of faith. 
 
As we go forth from this holy place, may we be strengthened by your grace and 
empowered by your Spirit to serve you faithfully in the world. 
 
And now, may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
All: Amen. 
  
THE BENEDICTION (Psalm 121, John 3) 
Pastor:  May the God of all grace, who has called us to eternal glory in Christ, 
strengthen you, establish you, and support you in every good deed and word. May the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and may the love of God overflow in your lives. 
 
And now, as you go from this place, go with the assurance that God goes with you. 
May you live in the light of God's love and be a beacon of hope to those around you. 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you now and always. Amen. 
 
All: Amen.   
 

✝  We Depart in Peace  ✝ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
THE CLOSING HYMN   “Lift High the Cross”  ELW 660 
   

 
 

  



 
THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Volunteer 

Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 3/5/23 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 3/8/23 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 3/12/23 

Assisting Minister Joan Shaw Joan Shaw Tracy Guffey 

Lector  Kenya Ostermeijer Alison LaFlower Dawn Hahm 

Ushers  Jim Jackson 

Deb Jackson 

Linda Hess & Wanda 

Stephens-Wooten 

Sheila Bryan 

John Browder 

Greeters Jeannette & Alan 

Berkshire 

Liz Clark 

Terry Clark 

Terry Clark 

Liz Clark 

Altar Guild  Karen Bell Karen Bell Karen Bell 

Communion Assistant Karen Bell Karen Bell Tina Beck 

Acolyte Luke Stearns Benjamin Black Benjamin Black 

Sound Technician Ronald Kissell Ronald Kissell Dan Ivers 

Video Technician Geoff LaFlower Ronald Kissell Geoff LaFlower 

Bread Baker Jane Hale Karen Bell Jane Hale 

Women’s Bible Study 

Snacks 

Marieta Boone (March 6) - June Gries (March 13) 

Slide Creators Terry Clark ? Richard Bell 

Children’s Sermon Allison LaFlower - Pastor Doug Gast 

Counters (Monday) 

 

Christian Gries 

Phil Miller 

Cindy Gregory Maggie Bode 

Cindy Gregory 

 

 


